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Annex 15.  Assessment of investment in biodiversity for two ministries (5,702,514 BZ$ 1997-98)

Annex 16a. estimated management cost of protected areas (annual operating costs in US$2,281,452)

Annex 16b. Investment needs for protected areas (US$ 9,757,033)

Each item of action plan was costed with a total of around US$48.7 million)
2.10 Funding Mechanisms and Financial Aspects of Present Conservation Efforts.

Funding of conservation in Belize has been carried out mainly by the following agencies:

a. The Government of Belize through its three Departments

b. Grants from International Agencies: EEC, IDB, UASID, UNDP, GEF, Smithsonian Institute

c. International NGO’s: The Nature Conservancy, Conservation International, IUCN, WWF, etc.

d. International and Regional Agreements

e. US and UK Foundations: CCC

f. Entrance Fees to Protected Area

g. Protected Areas Conservation Trust since 1997

h. Private Trust funds: BAS and PfB, Hol Chan

Over the last six years, the government of Belize has shown its commitment to comprehensive environmental management, beginning with the creation of the Department of the Environment (DOE)in1989 and the enactment of the Environmental Protection Act in 1992. The Government has also supported the integrated management of the coastal zone and has preserved areas of high biodiversity by the declaration of a number of protected areas on land and in the marine environment, and has enacted the Protected Areas Conservation Trust Act in 1996 that establishes financial mechanisms to fund the management of reserves. In addition, it has strengthened environmental management through a wide range of regulations, such as the requirement for environmental impact assessments for new projects, and effluent and pollution controls. The Government has also strengthened the enforcement capacity of the DOE, has enforced fees for fishing licenses and imposed fees on visitors to some protected areas and is currently examining the further use of fiscal and economic incentives for preservation of the country’s natural assets.

Government is currently reviewing a number of initiatives to improve environmental management in Belize. In the area of regulatory reform, serious consideration is being given to enacting new forestry and fisheries legislation which will provide for more sustainable use of these critical resources.

A major revision of the Environmental Protection Act is also contemplated. This revision will expand the enforcement capabilities of the Department of the Environment.

In addition, a new Land Utilization Act is under consideration and the Coastal Zone Management Authority Act has been submitted for its first reading in Parliament.

It is noteworthy that the GOB has practiced the consultative and participatory approach to get the inputs from civil society prior to enacting any one of those laws.
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The Government Of Belize allocates annual budgets for all departments that are partly responsible for biodiversity management. However these budgets are not specific for the implementation of the CBD but rather for national activities (such as wildlife conservation) which are also objectives of the CBD. These annual budgetary allocations also cover the cost of salaries and equipment purchase for use in the official duties of these organizations. Allocations for Fiscal Year 2005-2006 for some of these departments are as follows:

Forestry Department - US$800,000

Agriculture Department – US$2.6 million

Fisheries Department – US$420,000
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Article 20-Financial Resources: The Government of Belize via its Departments and Institutions supports the implementation of programs and activities related to the UNCBD through its annual budget. This support is primarily in the form of employees‟ salaries, infrastructure and equipment purchases and the logistic support necessary for the execution of extension and field activities. Most project and capital programs are supported by various donors namely, UNDP/GEF, EU, FAO, JICA/JOCV, World Bank, WWF Belize, WCS, TNC, MARFUND, Oak Foundation, Summit Foundation, Government of Netherland, etc. Significant funding is also secured by the local NGOs and are directly applied to conservation programs and activities in their various areas of focus. Belize has also forged strong partnership arrangements with institutions such as the Smithsonian Institute, WCS, Oceanic Society and Earth Watch who have maintained permanent research stations and programs in Belize with focus on biodiversity and conservation.
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