
Biodiversity Spending in Mauritius



2003 Reporting

Mauritius
 reported that the Government of Mauritius has always considered conservation, protection and management of biodiversity resources among the national priorities. A significant number of the activities are financially supported by the Government of Mauritius and through various funds created under the different legislations that are basically meant to support remedial and important biodiversity/ environment related activities. Despite the investment made by the Government, funding remains limiting.

Most of the funding in the sector biodiversity is provided by the Government of Mauritius. These are mainly revenues derived from the taxations systems prevailing in Mauritius.  The Government has also created funds such as the National Parks and Conservation Fund and the National Environment Fund established  under the Wildlife and National Parks Act (1994) and the Environment Protection Act  (1991) respectively. These are being fully to support biodiversity and environment related projects/ programme/ activities implemented by NGOs, private and public sectors. The contributions to these funds comprised mainly of levies / fees charged to the private sectors using certain resources. 

In Mauritius, there are government organizations that are responsible for the management of sectoral biodiversity resources.  These organizations have monitoring system in place as well as information are accessible with regard to financial support for their respective sectors.

2005 Planning

Mauritius
 indicated on financial resources (Article 20 CBD) (2.4.9). In addition to international and regional funds for biodiversity conservation, national funding mechanisms include:

· The National Parks and Conservation Fund, established under the Wildlife & National Park Act (1993). Contributions from exportation of monkeys, export and import permits under CITES and native plant sales go into this fund for biodiversity conservation. Any project that falls under the remit of the Director of NPCS can receive funding. The projects can involve other stakeholders, but NPCS must be the lead agency.

· The National Environment Fund supports environmental projects and is accessible to any stakeholder.

· The Mauritius Research Council provides grants through five schemes on nine themes including biodiversity.

A Marine Park Fund is being set up by the Ministry of Fisheries, which will consist of revenue from donations and permits. The money will be used for conservation within the Marine Parks.

The National Parks and Conservation Fund can also support biodiversity conservation projects relating to wetlands.
2006 Reporting

Mauritius
 reported that Mauritius received GEF funding for a number of biodiversity related projects through the Implementing Agencies, namely, World Bank, UNEP, UNDP and FAO over the last 2-3 years. The project’s list comprises the NCSA, the development of Partnerships for Marine Protected Areas in Rodrigues, and Capacity building for Sustainable Land Management project. Other projects in the pipeline and for which project development fund has been secured comprise (i) Energy Efficiency and Energy Conservation in building (ii) Strengthening management effectiveness of the protected are network on the island of Mauritius. 

Budgetary allocations by national and local Governments as well as different sectoral ministries: About 35 million USD annually (This includes both recurrent and capital measures on fisheries, environmental management, Parks management, agricultural services, waste water management, agricultural research and extension programme, support to NGOs through special fund

Extra-budgetary resources: Around 270,000 USD on average in a year by GEF for the past 14 years or so through the various Implementing Agencies. Mauritius has also benefited the support from the European Commission as part of the 7th and 8th European Development Funds to the tune of 14.29 m€ and 22.33 m€ respectively. The support was mainly on the waste water sector and environment in general. Under the 9th EDF Country Support Strategy agreed between the EC and the Government of Mauritius, 85% of the funds has been earmarked as sector policy support programme (through budgetary aid) directed to the waste water sector.

Most of the funding also geared towards conservation and protection of biodiversity resources (whether directly or indirectly) is provided by the Government of Mauritius. These are mainly revenues derived from the taxations systems prevailing in Mauritius and the funds created. These are being used to fully support biodiversity and environment related projects/ programme/ activities implemented by NGOs, private and public sectors.   

Procedure exists at the level of government to monitor financial support. However, with regard to private sector funding, these are provided by the private firm in an annual report and also financial statements. These reports are submitted to the Registrar of Companies and may be checked as and when required.

Additional information
Mauritius reported
 that institutions charged with responsibilities for biodiversity are: Ministry of Environment & Sustainable Development; Ministry of Agro Industry and Food Security (Agricultural Services, Forestry Services, National Parks and Conservation Service, Agricultural Research Extension Unit, Food and Agriculture Research Council, SSRBG, Vallée d'Osterlog Endemic Garden); Ministry of Fisheries and Rodrigues (Rodrigues Regional Assembly,  Albion Fisheries Research Centre, Fisheries Protection Service); Mauritius Oceanography Institute; Ministry of Housing & Lands; Ministry of Tourism; Ministry of Local Government; Mauritius Police Force [National Coast Guard, Police de L’Environnement] ; University of Mauritius (Academic); Mauritius Institute of Education; Mauritius Sugar Industry Research Institute (Research Organisation); Mauritian Wildlife  Foundation (NGO); Mauritius Marine Conservation Society (NGO)
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