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Sao Tome and Principe
 reported on mobilization of resources. Capacity building and, in general, the implementation of the proposed activities will only be possible if there is availability of resources. To make this possible, it is necessary to have some internal organization in order to have easier access to means and financial resources made available by the decisions of the COP and, in general, to strengthen cooperation and partnership with other countries possessing technologies, but also with international organizations. In this sense, it is necessary to undertake the following tasks:

· Training of national intervenient (technical staff of institutions involved in environmental issues, private organizations, directors of services, etc...) On the formulation of projects, particularly those of the GEF;

· Mobilization of experts for the completion of funding applications;

· Identification of financers and raising their awareness in respect of these projects;

· Teaching how to manage projects on Biodiversity.

In terms of final considerations, according to the various ecosystems studied, the main findings and conclusions of this report indicate that there are several projects that have been developed under cover of the NBSAP (2004) but were hardly implemented. These include:

· Space Planning of the Coastal Zone and sustainable management of its resources

· Sustainable management of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

· Conservation of Biological Diversity and Inland Waters Biological Resources

· Ecologically Viable Forest Management

· Management of the areas around the Obô Natural Parks and other protected areas

· Reforestation

· National Inventory of Wild Animals

· Enlargement and enrichment of the Botanical Garden and Herbarium

· Project to register and create codes for the different usages and traditions relating to the conservation of Biodiversity

· Plan for the Conservation of the Agrarian Ecosystem and sustainable use of its resources

· Enhancement of the agricultural ecosystems

· Creation of a Centre for Research and Livestock Development (not created)

· Preparation of a detailed legislation for the conservation of Biodiversity in Sao Tome and Principe and the sustainable use of its resources

· Implementation of a National Legal Framework on Biosafety and promotion of Research on Biotechnology.

· Implementation of Programmes of Information, Education and Communication on the Conservation and Biological Diversity

· Output of films, Post cards and posters, Stamps and Atlas with different species of Fauna and Flora: Wild threatened or endangered.

It should be noted that these projects were formulated with the intent of seeing the materialization of the Action Plan and Strategy, inserted in the Biodiversity Conservation programme, in the future 2003-2025, at a cost of about 2 million U.S. Dollars. However, the information received from the respective institutions, indicates lack of funds as the main reason for the non-implementation of the project since 2003.

In view of its importance in terms of the conservation and sustainability of biological resources of the country, it is recommended that adequate mechanisms be established to collect and mobilize resources so that the deadline can be met. Steps must be taken rapidly to prepare the Round Table with the help of national and international consultants.

The economic and financial crisis in developed countries can reduce their GDP, and in consequence, have to reduce their contribution to promotion of Biodiversity to less developed countries like Sao Tome and Principe. The bilateral and multilateral traditional partners in this area might not have sufficient means to finance the development of planned actions. Not discarding the contribution that these countries might provide, it is suggested that appropriate mechanisms be created to mobilize local financial and other resources such as revenue from the sale of petroleum, revenue from the private sector and from other socio-economic agents operating in the country.

Another point to be highlighted is that, in our attempt to make an evaluation of the strategic objectives and Action Plan for Biodiversity which were conceived in the three last reports, NBSAP (2002), NBSAP (2004) and NBSAP (2007) we realized that, with the exception of the preparation, approval and publication of some legal devices, there has been very little progress in terms of the implementation of actions. This could undermine the achievement of objectives and targets within the timeframe given (2003 -2025). Various studies, considered important by the NBSAP (2002), to enhance the knowledge on biodiversity and its sustainable use and the development of strategies and plans for future operations, were not done, once more, because of lack of funds. Among others, some of these studies are: the study of the ornamental species and its enhancement and the study of inland water fauna.

This report also found no indicators that can give an indication of the state and tendencies of the components considered important in biological diversity. It is therefore recommended that a regular study and research be done to achieve this objective.

Further Information
Sao Tome and Principe reported
 that we have sought to adequately integrate the issues of Biodiversity into the plans, programmes and sectorial and intersectorial policies of Sao Tome and Principe. Below we show the various National and International plans and programmes and some studies in which can be verified an integration of these issues:

· National Strategy for Poverty Reduction (ENRP, 2002);

· Millennium Development Goals (MDGs);

· National Plan for the Environment and Sustainable Development (PNAAD);

· National Action Plan for Adaptation to Climatic Change (NAPA);

· National Plan for the Implementation of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent and Organic Pollutants (POPs);

· Plan to Combat Deforestation and Soil Degradation;

· Forestry Commission of Central Africa - Convergence Plan;

· Other conventions: CITES, Convention on Migratory Species, Ramsar and Global Heritage Convention;

· Proposal of National Plan for Forestry Development;

· Master Plan for the Marshes of Sao Tome and Principe;

· Charter (Updated) of Agricultural Policies and Rural Development (2007);

· The 13th Constitutional Government of the DRSTP programme (2008);

· Project to promote Livestock Development (PADP PADP I and II / BAD);

· ECOFAC Project;

· Marine turtle protection programme (2003-2006 U.S., 2006 -2007 RAPAC, 2007-2008 – own funds)

· Responsible Fishing Project (UNDP);

· National plan for the combat of bird flu (Department of Livestock, WHO, UNICEF, Ministry of Health).

For detailed information on the areas, objectives, strategies, specific actions and priorities of these plans and programmes, we suggest that you consult the documents concerning them.

However, in general, we observed that all plans, programmes and projects reveal a great concern with the issue of sustainable development, namely the need for conservation, appropriate and sustainable use of biological resources and their ecosystems, and the combating of poverty in particular. Not marginalized was the important role played by biodiversity in terms of generating income, increasing the country's economic growth, equitable distribution of its benefits, ensuring food security and nutrition in order to improve the quality of life of the population.

Food security and energy

For example, the recently approved government program, (Program of the XIII Constitutional Government, 2008) considers food security and energy as priority. The strategy for ensuring food security is planned through the recycling and proper valuation of agricultural ecosystems, hence the success expected by its implementation.

Forestry

In the case of Forestry, the same programme advances, "that under the present conditions of the forestry sector in Sao Tome, the objective set, is the implementation of measures that will allow the monitoring of the protective measures for water resources, soil, and climatic conditions of the islands of Sao Tome and Principe, exercised by forest ecosystems, which the Government considers the natural basis for the practice of activities.

The protective measures in this area, reside in, among others, the fight against illegal felling of trees by resorting to an intersectorial strategy, involving not only the forestry sector, but also the Army, the National Police, Local Authorities and farming associations. Reforestation, providing the sector with instruments, evaluation, and articulation with the Directorate General of the Environment are some of the actions to be taken in the field of environment and forestry. The Directorate of Forestry is facing a shortage of qualified personnel to bridge this gap. The training of technical staff is planned for the near future.

Therefore, the communication between sectors is fundamental in order to attain the objectives of sustainable development in Sao Tome and Principe. It appears that there is political willingness and sensitivity on the part of the government for this.

This willingness has also been demonstrated by the development partners, although, in our view, there are still difficulties to be overcome at tactical or methodological level. It will be necessary to adopt mechanisms that allow the integration to work effectively, with a view to curb the unnecessary conflicts, optimize resources because they are limited, make appropriate use of skills, strengthening and raising the levels of leadership. Everyone should seek a common consensus for an appropriate and sustainable solution to problems.

On the other hand, adequate integration of the issue of Biodiversity can only be possible with the improvement of the Directorate General of Environment (DGA). Although it is still lacking in well trained, well paid technical personnel to implement its functions, it is now obviously more structured.

This Directorate is head of several directorates, namely: Nature Conservation and Directorate of Statistics and Environmental Education with new personnel.

This restructuring indicates that there has been an extra contribution from the state budget to render the DGA more operational. However, the DGA is still very far from accomplishing its mission in reducing the level of marginalization that prevails in the country. It needs to educate the rural communities, their organizations and citizens and help them understand the process of conservation and the sustainable use of resources, so that they can participate actively in reducing the pressure on these same resources.
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