
Domestic Funding for Biodiversity in Germany
(1998)

6. Financing

This chapter provides a brief overview of funding for individual measures referred to in Chapter 5 that serve to implement the Convention.

Conversion factor: US$ 1.00 = DM 1.80

Measures serving to implement the Convention are financed from a wide range of sources, although the production of the National Report itself incurs no additional costs for the Federal Government Länder or local authorities. It is not possible to give a detailed and exhaustive statement of allocations or an estimate of total expenditure. The following table therefore presents only part of the costs incurred. It should be noted that the list also includes measures in which the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity is not the main goal but one of several.
Table 4 Existing programmes and measures serving inter alia to implement the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity (selection compiled from various sources)

	Type of funds 
	Period 
	Volume of funding

	Federal and Länder programmes assisted by EC grants 16 projects in Germany assisted by the EC financing instrument LIFE:
	1991 – 1995
	total DM 79.8 mill., including EC grant of DM 44.5 mill.

	13 projects in Germany assisted by the EC financing instrument LIFE:
	1996 – 1997
	total DM 26.99 mill., including EC grant of DM 11.98 mill.

	Agri-environmental programmes on the basis of EC Regulation 2078/92 to promote environmentally sound production methods:
	1993 – 1996
	total DM 3,082 mill., including EC grant of DM 1,682 mill.

	Implementation of EC Regulation 2078/92 in the Joint Federal/Länder Task of Improving Agricultural Structures and Coastal Defences:
	1997
	135 mill. (Federal and Länder funds)

	Federal Government expenditure on "establishing and safeguarding valuable parts of nature and the countryside that are of representative significance for the nation as a whole":
	1997
	41.5 mill.

	Total Federal expenditure on environmental research: relevant areas of ecological research (including some of the items below):
	Annual
	currently at approx. DM 450 mill.

	Project funding: BML grants for research and development projects in the agricultural sector for environmental protection, including conservation and development of natural resources:
	1997
	DM 4 mill.

	BML funding for the conservation of biological diversity, genetic resources, biotechnology and renewable raw materials:
	Annual
	> DM 100 mill.

	Project funding: ecological research by the BMBF:
	Annual
	approx. DM 80 mill.

	Project funding: nature conservation research by the BMU:
	1997
	DM 9.7 mill.

	BMU grants for testing and development projects in the field of nature conservation:
	1997
	DM 10.9 mill.

	Overall state expenditure on the promotion of biotechnology research:
	Annual
	> DM 1,000 mill. (of which BMBF: > DM 900 mill.)

	Bilateral projects in the field of technical and financial development cooperation serving to implement the Convention on Biological Diversity in the spheres of nature conservation, forestry, agriculture and fisheries, see list of projects in annex:
	since 1992
	approx. DM 1.5 billion 

	Germany's contributions to GEF:
	1995 – 1997
	approx. DM 390 mill.

	BMZ support for projects by international nature conservation organisations (WWF, IUCN, WRI, IIED):
	Annual
	approx. DM 6 mill.

	Debt relief measures for the benefit of tropical forest protection and nature conservation:
	1993 – 1995
	equivalent to approx. DM 240 mill.

	*
	1996
	equivalent to approx. DM 200 mill.

	German contribution to the CGIAR:
	Annual
	approx. DM 35 mill.

	BML contributions to international organisations concerned with the conservation and sustainable use of biological resources (FAO, OIE, ICES, CIC, EPPO, ICID, UPOV, CCAMLR, IWC, IPGRI):
	1997
	estimated at approx. DM 46 mill.

	BML contribution to the staging of the 4th Technical FAO Conference on Plant Genetic Resources, Leipzig 1996:
	over several years
	totalling approx. DM 3.8 mill.

	Contribution to the Secretariat of the Convention of Biological Diversity:
	Annual
	approx. US $ 500,000 + additional voluntary contribution of DM 100,000

	Creation of the German contribution to the Clearing-House mechanism:
	1995 – 1998
	approx. DM 470,000


Germany
 (2005)
Germany is a federal state. The task of conserving biological diversity is performed by the federal authorities and by the states (Länder) and local authorities. In addition, financial resources for the conservation of biodiversity are provided not only by the nature conservation sector, but also by other sectors (e.g. agriculture and forestry, transport, urban development, education and research). Among other things, these resources are used to support direct measures in the field of area and species conservation, nature-friendly use, research projects and associations. 

In addition to resources from the domestic budget, money for nature conservation measures is also provided by a number of foundations (public and private) and by the EU.

The publication “Nature Data” (Daten zur Natur) issued every two years by the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation also reports on the financing of nature conservation. The “Nature Conservation Assistance Database” (Förderdatenbank Naturschutz) (www.naturschutzförderung.de) provides information about a large number of governmental assistance programmes and private funding sources.

The federal and Länder authorities regularly promote activities by nature conservation associations, some of which relate to the sustainable use of biological diversity. In 1999 the federal and Länder authorities spent a total of around 34 million EUR on direct assistance for honorary, private and semi-governmental nature conservation.

Further state assistance for private initiatives is provided indirectly through the fact that donations for nature conservation are tax-deductible. This is another means of assisting private initiatives for the sustainable use of biological diversity.

In the context of assistance for rural areas, assistance is given for the preparation of “integrated rural development concepts” (ILEK). The aim of such concepts is to secure agreement between the various (state) sectors and the various actors on a development strategy for agriculture and forestry and other associated activities in rural areas. It is also possible here to provide assistance for activities keyed specifically to sustainable use of biological diversity. A similar approach of integrated rural development agreed between the groups of actors is pursued by the Leader+ programme. One important individual goal of this programme is to try out new strategies for valorising the natural and cultural heritage. This also includes the sustainable use of biodiversity.

Furthermore, incentives for the sustainable use of biological diversity may also result from the implementation of agro-environmental and contract-based nature conservation programmes. By providing financial incentives, such programmes serve to influence agricultural and silvicultural land use so that there is an increase in the natural diversity of flora and fauna on such agricultural and forestry areas. In addition, individual programmes have the objective of conserving cultivated species in their genetic diversity. Whereas assistance measures for endangered livestock breeds are offered very extensively in most of the Länder, incentives for endangered plant varieties are only available in Brandenburg and North-Rhine/Westphalia.

Germany
 (2010)
Federal assistance for nature conservation

With “chance.natur”, the federal assistance programme for establishing and safeguarding natural and landscape areas that are in need of protection and are of representative importance for the nation as a whole, the German government is making an important contribution to safeguarding our natural heritage in Germany. Since 2005 it has made €53.87 million available for new and existing major nature conservation projects. In September 2007, as part of this federal assistance programme, the Federal Environment Ministry and the Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture jointly started the competition “idee.natur” on the key topics “Forests”, “Peatlands” and “Urban/industrial landscapes”. The idea was to find forward-looking concepts for exemplary interlinking of ambitious nature conservation objectives and rural development, and new approaches for major nature conservation projects in urban/industrial areas. The ten prize-winners of the first stage of the competition were called upon to develop their outline ideas into viable concepts. In May 2009 the jury selected five projects for which implementation can start in mid-2009 with financial assistance from the federal government.

Agro-environmental measures

In agro-environmental measures, farmers give a voluntary undertaking to comply with specified particularly green management methods on their farms for a period which is usually five years. Agro-environmental measures are not only an obligatory component of rural development programmes throughout Europe, but also an important instrument for achieving environmental objectives in the Common Agricultural Policy. As well as helping to maintain and improve biological diversity, these measures also have the purpose of mitigating climate change, improving soil structure, reducing fertiliser and pesticide inputs – especially near sensitive waters.

In 2007 some €603,022 was spent on assistance for around 200,000 agreements with a total area of 4,763 million hectares of farmland.
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