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Resources

3.9 In some cases additional staff will be required or existing staff will have to be assigned to carry forward the action outlined in this Plan. It is estimated that ten new staff will be required in the Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands and the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development will require 4 additional staff.

3.10 Some of the action set out in this Plan will be achievable within existing financial resources. It is estimated an extra €38.60 million (£30.40 million) will be required across the State and Semi-State Sector to implement this Plan.

A key component to implementing the National Biodiversity Plan will be the Biodiversity Action Plans drawn up by each relevant Department and agency. These Sectoral Action Plans will aim to ensure the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity is actively pursued by each Government Department and agency.

Each Sectoral Plan will provide an overview of the Government Department’s/agency’s biodiversity responsibilities, the interactions (both positive and negative) between the Government Department’s/agency’s and sectors activities and biodiversity; and the value of biodiversity for the sector.

Each Departmental and agency Biodiversity Plan should aim to ensure the Department’s or agency’s activities, and that of the sector it is responsible for:

· minimise adverse impacts on biodiversity;

· eliminate significant adverse impacts; and

· encourage and promote beneficial effects on biodiversity.

Each Action Plan will include objectives and actions.

Each Action Plan will seek to encourage the sector to which it relates to play a proactive part in relation to biodiversity.

The Sectoral Biodiversity Action Plans will be subject to review after a period of five years.

2008 report

The National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government is the is the lead Department with responsibility for the implementation of the National Biodiversity Plan.  The  budget allocated for this purpose for the years 2002-2004 was €69.636m.   Other Departments such as Agriculture and Food, Communication Marine and Natural Resources, Foreign Affairs and the Environment Protection Agency have also allocated significant financial resources towards the implementation of the National Biodiversity Plan.

2010 report

2.3 Domestic and international funding dedicated to priority activities 

2.3.1 Ireland's National Development Plan 2007-2013 (NDP)

Chapter 6 of the NDP includes three sub-programmes of most relevance to biodiversity: 

i. The Natural Heritage Sub-Programme was allocated €167 million to fund the purchase of Natura 2000 sites comprising Special Areas of Conservation for habitats and species and Special Protection Areas for birds, as well as the acquisition of habitat-rich sites and designated raised bogs. Other measures include compensation to landowners in designated areas (e.g. de-stocking in commonages and NPWS Farm Plan Scheme); conservation planning; species and habitats monitoring; and research.

ii. In the Water Services Sub-Programme, €4.7 billion of investment was allocated to the upgrading and expansion of water treatment capacity, improving drinking water quality and supply, and improving, expanding and rehabilitating wastewater treatment and networks. Expenditure on upgrading wastewater treatment plants is contributing to biodiversity conservation by reducing nutrient inputs to inland and estuarine and coastal waters. 

iii. The Rural Development Strategy and Programme 2007-2013 is described in Section 2.2.2 below.

2.3.2 Rural Development Strategy and Programme 2007-2013 (RDP)

Under the RDP 2007–2013, €6 billion was allocated to agricultural support schemes. The recently introduced cross-compliance measures that are integral to all EU farm supports are intended to benefit biodiversity, but more targeted schemes such as the REPS and FEPS are likely to have a more positive impact. 

Rural Environment Protection Scheme

Figures from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food show that almost €2.5 billion was spent on the REPS from 1994 to 2007 (DAFF), 2007). Thirty per cent of the land area of the country is covered by REPS agreements and involved 55,000 farmers (DAFF, 2007). The current number of REPS farmers now stands at 63,000 but is projected to fall to 54,000 in 2010. The REPS is gradually being phased out due to budgetary cutbacks forced by the current economic recession.
Forest Environment Protection Scheme

Since the beginning of the scheme in 2007, total grant payments to date amounted to €13,956,205, covering 4,084 ha. There are currently 352 participating farmers. No projected figures for future years are available.

2.3.3 Expenditure on terrestrial and marine environmental protection, including biodiversity protection 

National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government

Direct current expenditure on biodiversity protection amounts to around €35 million per year (DoEHLG, 2008).
Marine fisheries conservation

General fisheries protection amounts to €25 million per year, with an additional €1.5 million to protect marine SACs. This is largely reimbursed by the EU under the Common Fisheries Policy.

The salmon drift netting ban compensation scheme cost an estimated €30 million.

The proposed new round of fisheries decommissioning is projected to cost €45 million, but does not have biodiversity objectives.

3.1.1 National Development Plan 2007-2013

The National Development Plan 2007-2013 has a greater emphasis on, and a larger financial allocation for, measures that are relevant to biodiversity conservation than previous Plans. The Department of Finance is the lead Department in strategic economic planning. Chapter 6: Environmental Sustainability includes sub-programmes that have an influence on biodiversity conservation either directly or indirectly. These are briefly described below.

Natural Heritage Sub-Programme

This sub-programme is implemented by the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government. The measures being implemented include:

· Purchase of Natura 2000 sites and habitat-rich sites and designated raised bogs.
· Compensation to landowners in designated areas (e.g. de-stocking in commonages and NPWS Farm Plan Scheme)

· Conservation planning

· Species and habitats monitoring

· Research

Water Services Sub-Programme

The Water Services Investment Programme 2004-2006 targeted 869 water and sewerage schemes in Ireland and involved improvement, expansion and rehabilitation of wastewater treatment and networks. The programme is implemented by local authorities and coordinated by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government. The budgeted expenditure was €5 billion. Sewage treatment schemes are of particular importance for biodiversity conservation, assisting in meeting water quality standards to comply with the EU Water Framework and Urban Wastewater directives.
http://www.environ.ie/en/Environment/Water/WaterServices/WaterServicesInvestmentProgramme
Agriculture and Food Sub-Programme
The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food is the lead department. This programme encompasses the agricultural measures included in Ireland’s 2007-2013 Rural Development Strategy and Programme, described in detail in 3.1.2, below.

· Rural Environment Protection Scheme

· National Nitrates Action Programme

· Farm Waste Management Support

· Forestry and environment measures
3.1.2 Rural Development Strategy and Programme 2007-2013 (RDP)

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food is the lead Department in Ireland for the current RDP. The Department web site has a dedicated section on biodiversity and the actions for which it is responsible: 

http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/ruralenvironment/environment/biodoiversity/Biodiversity%20page%20May2009%20final.pdf
The RDP includes the following measures of most relevance to biodiversity conservation:

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS)

Farmers may choose from a wider range of farm management options than in previous REPS. These options, which are designed to enhance biodiversity, are in addition to the basic environmental management requirements of the Scheme. They include:
· Traditional Hay Meadows: assists in conserving and increasing diversity of wild plant species associated with this habitat
· Increasing Watercourse Margin: aims to improve water quality by protecting river margins from livestock damage and protecting riparian habitats.

· Nature Corridors: protection and enhancement of field margins to increase plant and animal diversity.

· Hedgerow Maintenance: hedgerows retained and managed; cutting prohibited during the bird nesting season. 

· Traditional Irish Orchards: creation of orchards with native Irish apple varieties protects the genetic resource 
· Conservation of Rare Breeds: Assisting farmers to rear animals of specific breeds native to Ireland, which are in danger of being lost to farming.

· LINNET Habitats (Land Invested in Nature, Natural Eco-Tillage): planting small plots of cereals in grassland areas as a source of over wintering food for finches and other bird species.

The current Scheme, REPS 4, was introduced in 2007. As of July 2009, no new entrants were allowed into the REPS and a smaller, revised scheme is expected to be put in place in 2010.
Biodiversity within Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) 
The maintenance and enhancement of biodiversity is being pursued within the context of SFM, of which biodiversity forms an essential component. 

Forest Biodiversity Guidelines 
The Forest Biodiversity Guidelines apply to all forest operations and focus on how best to conserve and enhance biodiversity, through appropriate planning, conservation and management. The Forest Biodiversity Guidelines require approximately 15% of the forest area to be treated with particular regard to biodiversity. A target of 30% annual broadleaf afforestation has been set for the duration of the Rural Development Programme.

Forest Environment Protection Scheme (FEPS)

The FEPS aims to encourage the establishment of high nature value forestry on farms that participate in REPS. Farmers planting under FEPS will have to adhere to enhanced environmental objectives, which will focus on biodiversity, habitats, species mix, environmental impact and visual considerations. Expenditure on grant aid from 2007 to 2009 was €13.9 million, covering 4,084 ha.
Native Riparian Woodlands – A Guide to Identification, Design, Establishment and Management 
The Forest Service and Woodlands of Ireland (a State/NGO body) are developing a series of information notes to address key issues relating to native woodland ecology and management and complement the Native Woodland Scheme.

Forestry and Freshwater Pearl Mussel Requirements
Ireland supports 46% of the EU Freshwater Pearl Mussel, Margaritifera margaritifera population. It is currently in serious decline throughout the island of Ireland and the rest of Europe. Ireland has the only known location of Margaritifera durrovensis, which is also in serious decline. Sedimentation and nutrient enrichment from a variety of land uses, including forestry, have contributed significantly to this decline. The Forest Service, in partnership with the NPWS and Coillte Teo, has developed Forestry and Freshwater Pearl Mussel Requirements - Site Assessment and Mitigation Measure. The Requirements apply to all forest activities within identified portions of the catchments of Freshwater Pearl Mussel populations in rivers designated as candidate Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs) for the species.
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