Expenditure for Biodiversity in the Netherlands
2005
(2005)

	Please describe in detail below any major financing programmes, such as biodiversity trust funds or specific programmes that have been established in your country.

	Public resources:

(a) The National budget, including the specific budgets of the ministries involved in biodiversity policy (i.e., Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality, Ministry of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Education, Cultural Affairs and Science, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry for Housing, Spatial Planning and Environment, Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management);

(b) Budgets of the provinces of the Netherlands (mainly financed by the National budget);

(c) Budgets of the municipalities of the Netherlands (only partly financed by the National budget);

(d) Budgets of the water boards in the Netherlands;

(e) EU resources.

Private resources:

(a) Individual contributions, donations, memberships regarding private nature conservation organizations (NGOs);

(b) Ad hoc contributions and donations from companies;

(c) Lotteries and the Green Fund (Groenfonds);

(d) Investments by “green” banks;

(e) Investments by companies (e.g., energy companies).


	30. ◊ On Article 20(1), has your country provided financial support and incentives to those national activities that are intended to achieve the objectives of the Convention?

	a) No
	

	b) Yes, incentives only (please provide a list of such incentives below)
	

	c) Yes, financial support only
	

	d) Yes, financial support and incentives (please provide details below)
	(

	Further comments on financial support and incentives provided.

	The Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality spends about 390 mln Euro annually (figure for 2005;  annually increasing) in the Nature chapter of its budget, i.e. , on the conservation of biodiversity. 

A mix of policies including financial support and incentives is developed and supplied in the Netherlands. The mayor ones:

- Green funds: applied for a broad field of activities: e.g. nature conservation, sustainable forestry, etc  

- Accelerated depreciation for investments: applied for cbroad field of activities e.g. prevention of invasive species, fish migration facilities, and so on.
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4.2 Financial framework

The policy programme will be financed by the existing biodiversity-related funding. The estimated budget for the activities of the inter-ministerial programme team, the secretariat of the ‘Biodiversity and natural resources’ task force and its platforms is 2.3 million Euro a year. This budget will be managed by the inter-ministerial programme team and projects will be carried out by an implementing organisation. The ministries most closely involved will share the costs equally.

Initiatives arising from inter-ministerial cooperation, the task force and platforms (both multilateral and bilateral) will be financed from the regular ministerial budgets. For each proposal, a decision will be taken on the most appropriate policy framework for financiering. An annual sum of approximately 230 million euro34 has been included in the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality’s budget for measures partly aimed at the preservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. These concern measures such as environmental conditions in nature areas, the habitat approach, management, international biodiversity, sustainable enterprise and knowledge and research. Initiatives related to Dutch biodiversity in particular will have to be financed from this budget. Of the funds set aside for environmental policy, approximately 1.5 million euro is available each year for the transition needed to promote sustainable biodiversity. Under the budget available for development cooperation, expenditure relating directly to biodiversity totalled approximately 90 million euro in 2007. The level of spending is expected to remain static in the coming four years. The budget has enough leeway to cover any new initiatives that may arise from the policy programme, provided they meet the criteria for development cooperation. Besides the budget for development cooperation, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ budget for the Matra programme is also relevant, since nature protection is one of the programme themes eligible for financing in this programme’s pan-European regions.
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Article 20 (Financial Resources):
Targets:

For recent data on expenditures for nature management in the Netherlands, see:

<http://www.compendiumvoordeleefomgeving.nl/indicatoren/nl0519-Kosten-en-financiering-natuur--en-landschapsbeheer.html?i=10-57> (in Dutch).

Costs and financing
The implementation of environmental policy is not free. This applies to the government, firms and households. So the government provides subsidies for environmentally friendly behavior to encourage companies and households. Companies must invest in measures to meet the environmental standards that the government imposes. For households have environmental consequences, partly because there has to be paid for services (for example through environmental charges and taxes) or environmentally friendly products.
Revenue from green taxes, 1987-2012

Revenues from taxes on an environmental basis, 1987-2012

Revenue from environmental taxes, 1987-2012

Government spending to fight traffic, 1980-2011

Rates of some environmental taxes, taxes on environmentally basis and disposal charges, 2000-2013

Costs and financing nature and landscape, 1999-2009
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