Biodiversity Expenditure in Poland
1. Introduction
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Poland's system of funding biodiversity and landscape conservation resembles that in the realm of environmental protection in being very well-developed. It is public funding that plays the primary role.

Means assigned directly or indirectly to biodiversity conservation embrace budget lines designated for the protection of habitats, environmental education, tourist infrastructure, in situ and ex situ species protection and the purchase of land with a view to its being subject to a particular form of protection.

Table 1. Investment outlays on the conservation of biological diversity and the landscape by budget lines (in '000 PLN)

	PRIVATE 

No.
	Budget line
	1997
	1998
	1999

	I
	The conservation of biological and landscape diversity – overall
	2563,2
	8240,5
	6814,1

	1
	Species protection
	-
	-
	56,2

	2
	The protection of the landscape and habitats
	2563,2
	8240,5
	1820,8

	2.1
	The protection of forests, including

- stand reconstruction in zones of damage to forests
	10,3

10,3
	102,6

102,6
	299,3

18,9

	2.2
	The creation and functioning of areas of specially-valuable natural and landscape features
	2450,4
	8083,0
	1512,5

	2.3
	The monitoring of biological and landscape diversity; research, development and implementation work; training, etc.
	102,5
	54,9
	9,0

	3
	The reinstatement of species and renaturalisation of the landscape
	-
	-
	3121,3

	4
	The renewal and treatment of water resources
	-
	-
	710,7

	5
	Other types of activity


	-
	-
	1105,1


The central budget finances part of the ongoing costs of the operations of National and Landscape Parks as well as the nature conservation services, and in addition the costs of different types of expert opinion, research and documentation, publications, conferences, etc. Pursuant to the provisions of Budget Acts, the sums assigned to the functioning of National Parks were of c. 43 million PLN in 1997, c. 47 million PLN in 1998 and c, 45 million PLN in 1999.
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The system of biological diversity conservation in Poland is extensive. It is composed of funds originating from domestic and foreign financial institutions. Financial means are intended for various activities aiming at nature conservation, including, among others:

· Conservation of habitats and ecosystems;

· In situ and ex situ species conservation;

· Preservation and enrichment of biological diversity in protected areas with special emphasis on national parks, landscape parks and nature reserves; 

· Activities aiming at restoring small retention;

· Evaluations and research projects in the field of biological diversity;

· Monitoring of condition of the natural environment;

· Environmental education of the general public and training, workshops and conferences addressed to various audiences.

In financing environmental protection in Poland it is assumed that the highest costs are borne by direct polluters  (the polluter pays principle). That is the reason why the share of the state budget in financing environmental investments is declining and financial obligations of economic entities using the environment and having impact on its condition are growing.

The system of financing environmental protection in Poland is based on the four-level system of funds for environmental protection and water management: national, provincial, district and municipality ones and penalties for exceeding the permissible pollution standard levels. The National Fund and provincial funds are incorporated bodies and thus they can grant loans and return of credit instalments  constitutes one of the important sources of their incomes. 
Financial means collected by the funds constitute a non-budget source of financing utilised by the Ministry of the Environment, marshal offices and self-governmental district and municipality administration.
The main source of financial means is the National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management, which implements the State Environmental Policy through financing investments and various ventures in environmental protection and water management within areas important in terms the process of adaptation to the standards of the European Union. The Fund finances implementation of projects within the framework of priority programmes which are upgraded each year, including those in the field of biological diversity conservation. In 2004 financial aid is provided for projects within the following priority prgrammes: 

· Nature and landscape conservation - protective and re-naturation measures, activities mitigating effects of human impact within areas recognised as important for implementation of the National Strategy for Biological Diversity Conservation; conservation under in situ and ex situ conditions and reproduction and spreading plant and animal species covered with legal protection and endangered; buyout of land and equipment for direct conservation within the areas of national parks and nature reserves of international significance; measures taken to preserve valuable elements of the native nature and landscape through restoration of park and palace-garden layouts; development of facilities used for environmental education conducted by national parks, landscape parks and in forest promotional complexes;

· Implementation of the Environment Monitoring Programme – conducting research-gauge projects; developing modern methodology for research, assessment, and analyses of environment condition and their implementation through pilot programmes; supporting laboratory facilities of other scientific research institutions performing measurements within the framework of the State Environmental Monitoring; supporting of the State Environmental Monitoring computer systems;

· Programme for extending forested areas and conservation of forest resource – implementation of the Programme for forest gene resource conservation and selective breeding of forest trees in Poland for 1991-2010 and the National Programme for Augmentation of Forest Cover; restructuring of tree stands being affected by industrial emissions, in post-disaster areas, in forest promotional complexes and in experimental forests of universities, educating staff in forestry and restoration of fire sites and other post-disaster areas; conservation of forest ecosystems against damages caused by biotic and abiotic factors; modernization of forest nurseries in order to optimise forest nursery production; implementation of comprehensive programmes of restoration and reintroduction of tree and bush species and animals;
· Programme for developing environmental-friendly attitudes and behavioural patterns in the general public and health prophylaxis among children and young people living in areas where permissible levels of environmental pollution are exceeded – development of facilities used for implementation of educational programmes in approved environmental education centres; support for implementation of educational programmes within the scope of active environmental education and within the framework of informational-promotional campaign; assisting with performing cyclic educational TV and radio programmes broadcast all over Poland; supporting implementation of educational programmes through production of educational aids; promotion of issues related to environmental protection and supporting educational programmes through subsiding magazines and environmental inserts; support of publishing activity; supporting various forms of training animators of environmental education; support for all-Poland conferences and seminars of particular importance to environmental education, support for competitions and ventures disseminating environmental knowledge; support for education programmes conducted by national parks, landscape parks and forest promotional complexes;

· Support for research and expert activity for environment protection – among others tasks related to nature conservation and forest management, tasks related to improvement of the system of environment management, tasks related to international co-operation. 
Financial assistance from the National Fund is available to a wide range of entities. Self-governmental bodies, companies, institutions and offices, universities, public health service institutions, NGOs (foundations, associations), state administration and individuals may apply for financial means.
In 2004, the National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management granted subsidies  totalling 41 958 thousand zł within the framework of the priority programmes concerning nature and landscape conservation and forestry, including those on investment and non-investment tasks in the field of nature and landscape conservation - 17 414 thousand zł (1.9% of the total expenditures of the Fund), and forestry - 24 544 thousand zł (2.6% of the total expenditures). E.g., the following tasks were subsidized:

· Rehabilitation of the natural landscape in Kampinos Forest through land buyout and management.

· Wastewater treatment plant with the system of retention and watering of plant collections at the Botanical Centre for Conservation of Biological Diversity PAS.

· Construction of the Centre for Education and Management of Kampinos National Park. 

· Preservation of the natural state of ichtyofauna in river and lake ecosystems.

· Restitution of migratory fish in Poland. 

· Ecosystem conservation in Gorce National Park. 
Expenditures within the above priority lines have declined by approximately 13% in relation to 2003 and as much as 22% in relation to 2002 (in 2003 the total expenditures equaled 47 919 thousand  zł, in 2002 – 53 764 thousand zł). For years water and air protection are absolute priorities in financial support provided by the Fund. Such a priority pattern results from considerable shortages in the environment protection technical infrastructure.  

Experience gained during the first years of the National Fund operations were encouraging enough so that the Parliament of the Republic of Poland has established 16 provincial funds for environmental protection. As a result of the self-governmental administration reform, they have been aggregated into 16 units corresponding to the newly established provinces. The provincial funds apply similar principles of granting financial support as  the National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management. Those funds specify criteria and principles of granting financial means by themselves and they usually finance up to 50% of project costs. Similarly to the National Fund, provincial funds are entitled to partly amortise loans granted providing that specific principles are observed. 

District and municipality funds for environmental protection and water management operate under the Environmental Protection Act (2001). Providing financial support from district and municipality funds is regulated by dispositions of respective self-governmental bodies on the principles of subsiding and the procedure of transferring financial means from the municipality and district funds.

The core function of district and municipality funds is subsiding ventures aiming at improvement of the state of the environment and increase in environmental awareness of local populations. Neither  municipality nor district funds have legal personality, they function within the city or municipality offices.  

Incomes of district and municipality funds come from fees and fines for removal of trees and bushes, fees for waste disposal and fines related to inappropriate waste disposal and other fees for commercial use of the environment and changing it. Financial means from municipality funds for environmental protection are spent also on activities related to biological diversity conservation, including in particular  environmental education and dissemination of environment friendly behaviours and principles of sustainable development, supporting projects related to the state environmental monitoring, establishment and maintenance of green areas, woods or bushes and parks, activities related to ecological agriculture including support for farms producing with the ecological methods located within protected areas, and others.  

Environmental protection funds are used for financing a considerable part of projects and investments in the field of environmental protection including nature conservation. Non-repayable subsidies are granted for implementation of numerous projects and funds grant low-interest loans of relatively long grace and repayment periods and a possibility of abatement in case of completing the project timely and in line with the plan. Financial means accumulated by the environmental funds are also used for subsiding preferential credits granted by the Environmental Protection Bank (Bank Ochrony Środowiska S.A) which considerably increases the chance of obtaining subsidies on environmental investments in Poland. 

Financial support for implementation of projects in the field of biological diversity conservation is granted also by the Ekofundusz Foundation. The Foundation manages financial means coming from the so called debt eco-conversion, that is, swap of a part of Poland’s foreign debt for supporting projects in the field of environment protection. Ekofundusz subsidies are granted in five priority sectors, including the biological diversity conservation sector. In the priority sectors investment projects at their implementation stage are financed and in the field of biological diversity also non-investment projects. Ekofundusz subsidy for implementation of nature conservation projects may be as high as 80% of the project costs.  

With respect to biological diversity conservation,  Ekofundusz supports activities aiming at conservation or restoration of ecosystems which are most valuable in terms of nature conservation and conservation of endangered plant and animal species or being keystone species. First of all the following projects are subsidised: 

· Active nature conservation within national parks and nature reserves;

· Protection of the most valuable wetlands and an increase in water retention in forests;

· Revitalisation of degraded forest areas and tree stand re-building in national parks and their buffer zones to increase their biological diversity;

· Active conservation of endangered species of fauna and flora.

Apart from considering individual applications, Ekofundusz organizes a number of competitions and the winners are presented with awards in the form of substantial donations.  

In 1996-2002 the number of projects financed by Ekofundusz in the field of nature conservation grew on a regular basis. In 2003 Ekofundusz completed 36 subsidised projects in that field. Since 2003 all the projects related to water protection have been assigned to the sector of Baltic conservation so that only enterprises directly related to activities for active nature conservation have remained in the nature conservation sector. In 2003 subsidies accounted over 10% of all the Ekofundusz expenditures for projects in the field of environment protection and equalled 16.2 million zł. In 2003 Ekofundusz organised six all-Poland competitions including three that pertained to nature conservation in national and landscape parks, conservation of endangered fauna and flora species and conservation of wetlands.

Scientific activity, including scientific research and other forms of activity related to biological diversity is conducted by scientific and research institutions, including those of the Polish Academy of Science, sectoral R&D units and universities of various types. To a large degree their activity is financed by the Ministry of Science and Information Scoiety – MNiI (formerly Committee for Scientific Research), which is the main governmental body responsible for the scientific and scientific-technological policies of the state, operating under the Act on Principles of Financing Science (2004).

MNiI finances scientific research and developmental work using financial means intended for that purpose in the state budget according to the budgetary bill and established financing flows.  
Financial means coming from international financial institutions constitute an important source of financing projects related to conservation of biological diversity. One of them is the Global Environmental Facility. Its aim is to achieve improvement of the state of the environment through subsidising programmes and projects contributing to solution of problems of global character in crucial areas such as, inter alia, conservation of biological diversity. For that field, the list including five operating programmes has been prepared pertaining in particular to:

· ecosystem conservation in arid and semi-arid regions;

· conservation of freshwater, marine and coastal ecosystems;

· conservation of forest ecosystems;

· conservation of montane ecosystems;

· conservation and rational use of biological diversity related to agriculture.

All the above GEF operating programmes in the field of biological diversity are substantively and formally justified both in the Convention on Biological Diversity, and in later sets of guidance being the effect of the successive meetings of the Conference of the parties to the Convention.  

The Small Grants Program which has been established in 1992 on the initiative of the United Nations Developmental Program plays a special role in the GEF activities. The Small Grants Programme (SGP) is addressed mainly to NGOs and local communities and in terms of the contents it pertains mainly to projects within the priority areas of the Fund activity, including biological diversity. The programme constitutes a supplement to projects financed in the form of medium-sized or large donations. Conducting and co-ordination of activities under the Programme have been de-centralised by GEF and presently projects are conducted within the national frameworks.  
In Poland, the Small Grants Programme has started in January 1994, in the Polish office of UNDP in Warsaw. Since the beginning of its activity in Poland, over 150 projects were subsidised under the Programme of total value 3.7 million USD. Some of the projects were financed jointly by SGP and the Ekofundusz Foundation. 

The European Union funds are an important source of financing activities related to biological diversity conservation in Poland. In the field of environment protection, including nature conservation, ISPA and SAPARD funds are the most important. 

ISPA Programme (Instrument for Structural Policies for Pre-Accession) aims at support of investments related to environment protection (mainly in the sectors of water-sewage management, air protection and waste management as well as transport). SAPARD Programme (Special Accession Programme for Agriculture and Rural Development) has been established because of insufficient rate of development in rural areas of all the candidate countries. SAPARD financial means are used for investments in agriculture and food industry, development and improvement of infrastructure in rural areas, occupational training, activities aiming at diversification of business operations in rural areas. Beneficiaries of the Programme include municipalities, farmers and companies. Agri-environmental programmes are implemented in Poland under Action 5 of the SAPARD Operating programme. The aims of the programmes include donating farming practice that is beneficiary to nature conservation within rural areas including among others development of ecological agriculture, retaining biological diversity of species and habitats, preservation of livestock animal breeds and plant varieties, landscape development. 

Financial support for activities related to conservation of biological diversity is granted by NGOs. International organisations dealing with nature conservation which contribute most to financing projects in Poland include WWF (World Wide Fund) and IUCN (The World Conservation Union).


The system of financing environmental protection, including conservation of biological diversity is exceptionally well developed in Poland. Irrespective of the state budget, the targeted funds operate (at the national, provincial and municipality levels) and there are other sources. They finance investment and non-investment projects in line with the priorities adopted in the strategic documents (including those in the National Strategy). In the face of the necessity for reducing an important  backlog in the environment protection technical infrastructure, the problem with availability of those means is posed by a relatively low priority given to applications directly related to conservation of biological conservation. Another problem is  formal or procedural barriers hindering or preventing entities acting for nature conservation from acquiring non-budget financial means. Apart from providing sufficient financial means to achieve the targets adopted by the Convention, also their effective spending is an important problem. 
Poland makes use of the recently available EU mechanisms (e.g., the LIFE-Nature programme) of financial support for conservation of biological diversity to an insufficient degree. 

All the measures taken are consistent with the Strategic Convention plan, 2010 Target and Millennium Development Goals as well as with the targets adopted in the national Strategy for conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and in other All-Poland and sectoral documents.
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Finances

Efficiency of actions taken for protection and sustainable use of biological diversity depends, to a very large extend, on effective use of the financial instruments that support execution of tasks and undertakings stemming from the adopted strategic documents and regulations. Basic sources of funding for such actions include EU’s programmes and designated environmental funds to which Poland is a beneficiary. Key of those include: 

National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management (Narodowy Fundusz Ochrony Środowiska i Gospodarki Wodnej - NFOŚiGW), celebrating its 20th anniversary in 2009, is a pillar of Polish environmental protection funding system. The key objective of the NFOŚiGW lately has been effective and efficient use of funding from the European Union allocated for development and modernization of environmental protection infrastructure in Poland. Domestic source of NFOŚiGW’s funding are fees for economic use of environment and penalties for breaching environmental law as well as fees pursuant to the act on recycling of disused vehicles.

Loans and subsidies as well as other forms of funding used by NFOŚiGW are designated for financing, most of all, major investment projects of national and supraregional scale and regarding elimination of water, air and land pollution. Other tasks financed include tasks from the fields of geology and mining, environment monitoring, preventing environmental threats, promoting environmental knowledge, children health prevention, and research and development works and expertise. 

The NFOŚiGW takes particular care of nature protection and survival of the most endangered species of animals and plants as well as building the public ecological awareness. Nature and landscape protection and support given to forestry are its priorities. Although nature, landscape and forests protection, on the average, has made up 3% of NFOŚiGW’s total spending on protection of environment and water management recently, the impact upon the fields has been still significant. Between 1989 and 2007, over 1000 contracts regarding „landscape and nature protection” were concluded and the subsidies amounted to over 257 million PLN.

Financing investment and non-investment projects (mainly subsidized) for landscape and nature protection, NFOŚiGW has recently supported, among others, the following programs of species conservation:

· Restitution and restitutional breeding of bison in 7 closed and free-roaming herd bison breeding centres.

· Active protection of capercaillie and black grouse program: creation of a breeding program in Wisła Forest District and introducing protection of the bird species in Polesie National Park;

· Program for active protection of bats in Poland: co-financing of protective activities in, among others, „Nietoperek” reserve and other bat sites in Wielkopolska region;

· Pond terrapin protection program: establishing of a breeding center in Polesie National Park;

· Mountain Apollo restitution program in Pieniny National Park: population of satisfactory size achieved;

· Migratory fish restitution program: program conducted in selected areas of Poland aimed at reconstruction of the population of, among others, vimba, salmon and brown trout. 

Besides the mentioned programs, NFOŚiGW co-funded actions for growing populations of selected animal species, including: 

· common kestrel (increasing the number of nesting sites), white-throated dipper, peregrine falcon, common shelduck, black stork, Eurasian eagle owl,

· golden eagle, lesser spotted eagle, greater spotted eagle: building nesting platforms and developing the biotopes,

· Małopolska and Hucul horses: developing preventive breeding sites.

The landscape conservation activities included financial support for restoring natural attributes of most precious garden and park layouts in Poland. Such activities cover, among others:

· Museum - Łańcut Castle, Museum – Łazienki Królewskie, The Zamoyski’s Museum in Kozłówka, Museum – Wilanów Castle;

· palace park in Puławy, manor park in Żelazowa Wola;

· palace parks in Antonin, Kórnik, Rogalin;

· spa parks in Kudowa-Zdrój and Szczawno-Zdrój.

Another field of NFOŚiGW operation is co-funding of undertakings in national parks. From 1989 to 2006 the NFOŚiGW transferred almost 212 million PLN to 23 Polish national parks, financing undertakings of total cost exceeding 340 million PLN. The projects supported included not only investment tasks (such as education centers and natural museums, wastewater treatment plants, technical infrastructure), but also undertakings of non-investment nature, related to, for instance, forest ecosystems and other land and water ecosystems, fire protection, environmental education, organization of tourist traffic and conservation of biological diversity. It is estimated that the Fund’s financial support for continuing current scientific, didactic and educational activities in 23 Polish national parks amounted to 25-30% of the annual spending on nature protection. 

Adopted in August 2008, Strategy of the National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management, formulating goals for nature protection in years 2009-2012, specifies that the co-financing will cover active conservation of nature protection in protected areas in Poland aimed at limiting natural environment degradation and losses of biological diversity resources according to National Strategy for Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity and National Forest Policy. Other initiatives that will be legible to the support include actions for conservation of endangered species and genetic diversity of plants, animals, and fungi as well as restoring diversity in ecological corridors for ensuring proper operation of Natura 2000 network. Furthermore, the document emphasized that proper realization of conservation goals in such protected areas as nature reserves, national parks, landscape parks and Natura 2000 sites requires supporting the process of developing management plans and plans for protection of selected species or natural habitats. It is also necessary to restore proper conservation status of natural habitats in ecosystems and shelters of species, especially in Natura 2000 sites.

EcoFund Foundation has actively operated since 1992. The basic source of EkoFund's income are Polish debts for environment swap from the United States, France, Switzerland, Italy, and Norway. Between 1992 and 2007 EcoFund spent in total about 1,7 billion PLN on co-financing of about 1500 projects in five priority sectors. One of the sectors is conservation of biological diversity. The fund has spent in total 250 million PLN on such projects, which amounted to 15% of all the spending, including 15,5 million PLN in 2004 on 95 projects, 13 million PLN in 2005 (89 projects), and 14 million PLN in 2006 (88 projects).

Financial support was provided by the EcoFund through various dedicated contests with the subsidy as the main prize. Those covered the following fields:

· protection of most precious natural phenomena in national parks and landscape parks;

· protection of endangered plant and animal species;

· protection of wetland areas;

· protection of special protection areas covered by Natura 2000 European Ecological Network;

· increasing retention in forest areas. 

The Fund actively generated particularly desired projects in another way, namely by developing own, multi-year sectoral and regional programs aimed at comprehensive solving of important ecological issues. Presented to the public by EcoFund, the program, along with declared significant financial support for all the constituent tasks, usually was to potential beneficiaries a strong incentive for active involvement in taking part in the proposed undertakings. The support formula provided for funding of projects in the following programmes:

· effective protection of eagles and other endangered birds of prey (program scheduled until 2010);

· protection of white stork in Poland;

· protection and reintroduction of pond terrapin;

· protection and reintroduction of forest cocks (black grouse, capercaillie);

· revitalization of forests in West Sudety Mountains (Karkonosze Mountains, Izerskie Mountains);

· protection and restitution of domestic species of migratory fish;

· protection of environment purity in Bory Tucholskie forests;

· restitution and reconstruction of fir in Sudety Mountains; 

· protection of bison in north-eastern Poland.

LIFE+ Financial Instrument is continuation of LIFE Financial Instrument used in 1992-2006 which provided co-funding for the following projects:

· protection of Baltic high peatland in Pomorze: a project aimed at limiting the process of draining and drying of peatland;

· protection of the aquatic warbler: a project focused on improving nesting conditions and increasing the area of the species nesting grounds;

· protection of bison in Białowieża Forest: a project for enlarging the range of the bison, bettering its feeding base and habitat and improving management of the species. 

LIFE+ is the only financial instrument of the European Union focused exclusively on co-financing environmental protection projects. Its main goal is supporting the process of implementing Community environmental protection law, follow environmental protection policy provisions and identify and promote new solutions for environmental protection-related issues. The role of NFOŚiGW, as an institution co-financing LIFE+ projects, consists in providing financial support of up to 40% (in cases when the beneficiary qualifies for support from the European Commission, it can be 50%) and up to 20% of the project’s value (in cases when the beneficiary qualifies for support from the European Commission – up to 75%). For years 2007-2010 the European Commission granted Poland financial support amounting to 41 million euro.

Operational Programme Infrastructure and Environment. Since 2007, a procedure of financial support under Priority Axis V of Operational Programme Infrastructure and Environment has been used for programmes related to nature conservation and environmental education. The financed undertakings belong to the following 4 activities:

· support for comprehensive projects related to natural habitat protection in protected areas and maintaining of biological diversity;

· increasing passable condition of ecological corridors;

· developing management plans for protected areas;

· shaping public awareness supporting environmental protection, including biological diversity.

105 million euro is scheduled for spending on the above tasks, 89 million euro of which shall come from the European Union. The project can be co-financed from European Regional Development Fund only up to 85% of the whole project’s eligible expenditure. Therefore, a solution has been adopted to allow beneficiaries to complement national contribution with NFOŚiGW funds.
Rural Development Programme: agriculture and environment programs co-financing farms whose owners decided to take certain proenvironmental actions and observe the standards specified in Rural Development Programme. The support consists in refunding additional costs or compensating profits lost in result of changing the ways of farming.

Norwegian Financial Mechanism and Financial Mechanism of European Economic Area. The amount Norway, Iceland and Lichtenstein granted Poland for projects carried out from 2004 to 2009 totalled to 533,51 million euro. The role of managing and coordinating institution for the above funds was assumed by Ministry of Regional Development. Out of the six priority areas covered by the financial support, two related directly to environmental protection, namely:

· environmental protection, including human environment, through reducing pollution and promoting renewable sources of energy;

· promotion of sustainable development through better use and management of resources.

Swiss-Polish Cooperation Program. In the first half of 2006 the European Union and Switzerland signed an agreement on the country’s participation in financial support for new EU member states. The main objective of the support was to eliminate economic and social gaps between the old and the new members of the Community. Ultimately, the Swiss-Polish Cooperation Program is to support Poland with about 419 million CHF. Part of the amount will be allocated for co-financing projects related to environmental protection, including 10 million CHF for biological diversity and protection of ecosystems as well as support for trans-border environmental initiatives. 

Poland
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Till the accession year Poland was the beneficiary of net subsidies. Therefore in the beginning the participation of Poland in developing activities was very limited. In the next few years Poland started to participate more and more – from 0,024% GDP in 2000 to 0,09 % GDP in 2007, whereas 50% of these funds were transferred to the European Development Fund. In comparison to the obligations adopted by highly developed countries to allocate 0,7% of the GDP to aid development, the Polish participation is still very small but it is assumed that in the following year it will gradually increase.
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