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3.5
Funding

Almost all of the funds for activities supporting the Convention on Biological Diversity are derived directly from the budgets of organisations that are responsible for implementing the Convention in the Kingdom.

3.6
Ongoing programmes

Conservation of biodiversity, sustainable resource use, involvement of local communities and benefit sharing are ongoing activities of Saudi Arabia.  Programmes that are already in place and that are described in other sections of this report are continuing, being elaborated, modified and updated and new ones are being developed.  Specific mention can be made of the following programmes or areas of activity where work will continue or be expanded.

Financing Biodiversity Conservation and Research

As described in section 9 below, at present the vast majority of funds for CBD activities come directly from the budgets that government allocates to organizations involved with implementing provisions of CBD.  These funds are inadequate to meet the current needs, let alone the targets set for Saudi Arabia as a Party to the Convention.  All of the organizations responsible for meeting Saudi Arabia’s obligations will need to develop programmes to obtain additional funds if they are to achieve their own objectives for conservation of biodiversity.

To Increase the Coverage of In Situ Conservation in Protected Areas

As described in Section 6.2 below, the National Commission for Wildlife Conservation and Development has an explicit, long-term programme of identifying and closing gaps in the protected area system of Saudi Arabia.  In addition to achieving the target of having at least 10% of the country’s land surface under protection in protected areas, the Commission is working towards full representative coverage of biotopes and protection of endangered species.  Marine and mountain ecosystems are of particular importance in the future programme.

In Situ Conservation Outside Protected Areas

It is increasingly evident that in order to halt or reverse loss of biodiversity, more conservation activity will be needed outside the formally proclaimed protected areas. This depends on developing partnerships with local communities.  Currently, it is awareness and education programmes that most directly address this.  The National Commission for Wildlife Conservation, with the active co-operation of the various education authorities and the media, has programmes for environmental awareness and education.  

Similarly, the programmes that the Ministry of Agriculture has for tree planting and in supplying indigenous species of trees for planting in cities both increase awareness of conservation issues and provide a means for the public to actively participate in conservation.   

However, greater numbers and a wider diversity of programmes are needed, especially programmes that will foster co-operative management of biodiversity and sustainable resource use.  These need to be developed in the near future, both for conservation of wild plants and animals as well as for maintenance of agricultural biodiversity.
Expand, and where Necessary, Develop Ex Situ Conservation of Biodiversity

The Ministry of Agriculture, through its plant propagation programmes, and the National Commission for Wildlife Conservation Development through its captive breeding programmes, plant and animal germplasm banks are both involved in long-term programmes to maintain and expand ex situ conservation of many species.  These programmes are, by definition, on-going and a major challenge for the future will be to ensure adequate funding support.  It is easy to get short-term funds for the re-introduction of flagship species, but much more difficult to maintain seed banks decade after decade.  Programmes to secure sources of long-term funding need to be developed as a matter of high priority.

Arid Land research, Monitoring and Sustainable Use

The Presidency for Meteorology and the Environment and the Ministry of Agriculture have major programmes dealing with different aspects of arid land conservation and management.  In particular, a co-operative project between the Ministry of Agriculture and King Abdulaziz City for Science and technology aims at developing a long-term grazing strategy for the Kingdom.  This will address both sustainable use of rangeland as well as the maintenance of biodiversity in these areas.  Implementation will involve the development and operation of one or more programmes of range assessment, monitoring and management that will need to be implemented for the foreseeable future. 

Similarly, the drought-monitoring programme (as well as other projects on monitoring climate change) of the Presidency for Meteorology and the Environment are long-term programmes that will continue.

Eco-tourism and Nature-based Recreation Activities

Programmes for the development of nature-based recreation and eco-tourism, both for local people and foreign tourists are being studied and developed by national organisations (such as the Supreme Tourism Commission and the National Commission for Wildlife Conservation and development) as well as at local levels (e.g. by municipalities and even private individuals.  Such programmes will increase in the future as more people engage in activities such as sport fishing, diving, wildlife viewing, hiking and others.  

5.1
Provide adequate resources for conservation of biodiversity

It is essential that the ministries, agencies and other organisations charged with responsibility of conserving biodiversity have adequate resources to meet their obligations.   Trained and motivated manpower and adequate funds to carry out necessary work are in very short supply in all the responsible organisations and there is urgent need to redress this deficit.  Biodiversity needs to be viewed as important for the future development of the Kingdom as any other major socio-economic activities.  In addition to making specific budgetary allocations for CBD activities, means need to be found to provide increased funding for biodiversity research. 
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	Please describe for each of the following items the quantity of financial resources, both internal and external, that have been utilized, received or provided, as applicable, to implement the Convention on Biological Diversity, on an annual basis, since your country became a Party to the Convention.

	a) Budgetary allocations by national and local Governments as well as different sectoral ministries
	???????? to be completed

	b) Extra-budgetary resources (identified by donor agencies)
	Grants from government agencies, contributions from corporate donors

	c) Bilateral channels (identified  by donor agencies)
	Saudi Arabia does not seek or accept external funds

	d) Regional channels (identified  by donor agencies)
	Saudi Arabia does not obtain regional funds.

	e) Multilateral channels (identified by donor agencies)
	Saudi Arabia normally does not seek or accept foreign funds, an exception has been the NCSA project supported by GEF.

	f) Private sources (identified by donor agencies)
	The business sector within the country has been significantly contributing to the conservation work, lead by Saudi ARAMCO.

	g) Resources generated through financial instruments, such as charges for use of biodiversity
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