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6. Resource availability

Budget required

The total budget will be defined in the Action Plan of the National Biodiversity Strategy. To start the activities in the present preparatory phase, there are two main direct sources of financing:

· In-kind financing for the work of the Secretariat;

· State budget.

After ratification of the Convention a new budget line was established for implementation of the CBD. In 1997, 8,000,000.00 SIT (about 45,000 USD) was deducted for the CBD, being available when the budget was approved in December. This money is planned to cover the co-ordination of the CBD implementation, contacts with the Secretariat, and partly also to be used for directly financing or co-financing projects. It is planned that when the NSB&AP are approved, projects will be financed differently (basic sector, donors from private and business sector, international co-operation).

Manpower and skills

The research institutes and universities provide the basic information and data needed for implementation of the CBD objectives. Their staff can form the necessary human resources for present needs, however, there is an increasing need for staff with co-ordination and application skills. Organisations - whether governmental, non-governmental or profit-making - capable of taking over the management and implementation of particular projects are in this respect weak. Education and training programmes are foreseen in the long run to overcome this gap. In short term, the problem is addressed by international exchange of information and experiences on particular issues and within different sectors.

International technical and financial co-operation

Several international nature conservation projects running in Slovenia mostly focus on the development of protected areas. For example, Dutch and British governments and the EU provided financial and technical support for projects, exchange of knowledge and study visits. The most relevant to CBD practical implementation is the CORINE Biotopes Programme (PHARE) which was scheduled to start in November 1997, but has been delayed. In the second half of 1997 contacts with the World Bank were established to assist Slovenia in accessing the GEF funding for the preparation of the NBS&AP. The project proposal has been prepared and submitted to the GEF Secretariat.
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Table: A general overview of budget lines directly or indirectly used for the implementation of the CBD and biodiversity related requirements in the period between 2001 and 2005. In addition to the budget provided by the MOP (including ARSO) financial allocations by other ministries are indicated in the italics, while international programmes and donor agencies are underlined. Budget lines include biodiversity related activities, but particularly those provided by the sectoral ministries have much broader scope and should not be considered as only biodiversity oriented. 
-- the budget line was not in the annual budget

0  there was no amount under the budget line

Since it is not feasible to allocate the exact amount of money used for CBD under the budget lines, the total amount would be difficult to provide and it is not a sum of all the activities. 
* The financial resources are indicated in Slovenian tolars (SIT). 1 USD is currently (Oct 2005) 195 SIT.
	CBD
	Budget line
	Financial resources available in the calendar year  (in 000 SIT*)

	
	
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Article 5:
	International cooperation and conventions  – nature conservation
	10.857
	9.593
	9.646
	--
	--

	
	Accession to the EU
	975 
	51
	1.127
	--
	--

	
	EU and other international activities
	--
	--
	--
	7.000
	2.577

	Article 6:
	CHM
	2.439
	--


	--
	--
	--

	
	Interventions – nature conservation activities
	6.827
	4.962
	2.107
	3.000
	3.112

	
	Biodiversity conservation measures
	19.601
	46.329
	52.979
	86.000
	40.014

	
	Nature conservation institute
	278.650
	283.996
	378.569
	425.000
	386.082

	
	NBS&AP (GEF and WB financial resources)
	7.208
	3.493
	63
	--
	--

	Article 7:
	Biotope mapping
	4.296
	12.452
	14.365
	35.000
	4.940

	
	Wetland inventory (Ramsar SGF)
	994
	994
	2.092
	--
	--


	Article 8: 
	cofinancing PHARE-CBC-KP Goričko
	30.709
	32.035
	78.581
	--
	--

	
	MAB (MŠZŠ)
	4.887
	--
	--
	--
	--

	
	Management of  and activities in PAs
	440.922
	470.916
	528.539
	568.000
	562.758

	
	Natura 2000
	--
	--
	--
	46.046
	11.362

	
	Cofinancing – PHARE – CBC Slovenia/Austria
	--
	--
	--
	155.432
	133.166

	
	PHARE-CFCU cross-boarder programme with Austria
	--
	--
	--
	--
	480.060

	
	cofinancing PHARE-CBC-KP Goričko
	30.709
	32.035
	78.581
	--
	--

	
	PHARE-CFCU cross-boarder programme with Hungary for the year  2000 -  (SI-0008)
	--
	178.312
	166.939
	--
	--

	
	International projects Life III – nature (cofinancing)
	64.288
	7.182
	45.662
	67.310
	69.029

	Article 9: 
	Nature history museum (mostly by  MZK)
	
	about 215.000
	
	
	

	Article 10: 
	Agenda 21 and sustainable development
	9.740
	11.919
	7.080
	8.000
	--

	Article 11: 
	Compensation for damage by protected wildlife (MKGP)
	34.090
	41.192
	82.372
	40.000
	44.460

	
	Compensation and redress
	4.960
	3.904
	4.927
	5.272
	25.230


	
	Slovene Agri-Environmental Programme – ECO 2, ECO 3 ;

Rural development  programme 2004 –2006 - EKUJS (MKGP
)
	1.593.088
	2.002.584
	1.959.041
	6.917.650
	15.905.999

	
	Forest management, including biodiversity 
	34.329
	26.607
	26.716
	64.900
	70.631

	Article 12: 
	Research projects

	28.750
	27.877
	20.267
	35.300
	19.760

	
	Basic and applicative research (MŠZŠ)

	12.803.648
	13.507.109
	14.458.113
	17.030.654
	17.189.922

	Article 13: 
	Nature conservation training and publications
	6.638
	3.549
	815
	10.000
	5.315

	
	Communication for nature conservation (donation)
	2.462
	1.599
	1.374
	--
	--

	Article 14:
	[EIA, compensation costs and other such costs have to be paid by the investor]
	
	
	
	
	

	Article 15:
	Gene banks (MKGP)
	--
	--
	118.018
	118.000
	119.155

	Article 16: 
	Biotechnology
	--
	4.303
	20.560
	20.000
	19.760

	Article 17:
	Information, communication, promotion activities
	45.936
	32.167
	34.337

	20.000
	36.457

	Article 20, 21: 
	Membership dues and contributions to international organisations

	132.618
	161.000
	230.308
	301.041
	308.259


2010

8.8.1.2. Financial resources for conservation of biodiversity and protection of valuable natural features

The programme policy of nature conservation is a priority in the National Environmental Action Plan (NEAP), while its implementation is fully within the domain of the Republic of Slovenia. In the period 2006–2010, relevant funds from the national budget were earmarked for the conservation of biodiversity and natural assets. Preservation of a high level of biodiversity was also fully financed from budgetary funds. Given the objectives of the EU Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) and the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), measures on the preparation and implementation of programmes related to management of special protected areas and integration of Natura 2000 objectives into other plans, such as forest management, game-breeding and hunting and fishery plans, have been financed as a matter of priority. Appropriate attention should also be paid to training teams for communication and awareness-raising, as well as to promotion intended for the visitors of Natura 2000 areas. To improve the effectiveness of protection measures and prompt assessment of conservation status, monitoring of biodiversity and natural value is required, along with monitoring of implementation of priority nature-conservation policies within Natura 2000 sites and within plant and animal habitats the conservation of which is in the interest of the European Union.

In this context, it is essential to establish or upgrade the information system in the field of nature conservation. National budgetary funds are also earmarked for the implementation of "renaturation" projects in terms of habitat rehabilitation and improvement, purchase of as much land as possible that is relevant to biodiversity conservation, as well as for compensation due to loss of development rights and reimbursement for damage caused by protected animal species. Current management measures related to Natura 2000 agricultural and forest areas financed by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food as a matter of priority by means of EU funds (the Rural Development Programme and European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund). Investment and "renaturation" measures are additionally funded through structural funds, while programmes for the promotion of sustainable development are financially supported by the Cohesion Fund (including Leader and Interreg).

To implement management programmes for Natura 2000 areas, it has been necessary to upgrade the existing structure of management in charge of areas under protection (public institutions and concessionaires). Along with the completion of the entire personnel and organisational structure in the area of nature conservation, the integration of NGOs in conservation efforts and the improvement of harmonisation of scientific and research programmes with nature-conservation requirements, it was also necessary to ensure implementation of other tasks in the area of biodiversity conservation and protection of natural assets. Data on national budgetary funds for 2006–2010 are indicated in the table below.

Table: Budgetary resources earmarked for the conservation of nature in the 2006–2010 period (in EUR):

	ACTIVITIES
	2006 
	2007 
	2008 
	2009 
	2010

	Protected areas 
	3,175,494 
	3,374,000 
	4,223,003 
	4,212,706 
	4,640,380

	Natura 2000 
	303,600 
	2,888,000 
	530,000 
	691,989 
	656,411

	ZRSVN 
	2,007,757 
	2,036,000 
	2,036,491 
	2,784,161 
	2,710,290

	ARSO (nature) 
	503,343 
	650,977 
	595,563 
	955,704 
	953,916

	Implementation of measures of ZoN (Nature Conservation Act)
	775,486 
	800,977
	 732,622 
	1,091,492 
	115,779*

	Public Sector Salary System Act – Public Institutions Fund
	14,227 
	15,000 
	- 
	- 
	-

	LIFE international projects 
	415,180 
	416,000 
	550,000 
	316,850 310,929
	

	International/EU activities 
	21,602 
	22,000 
	21,670 
	21,670 
	21,168

	Biotechnology 
	169,245 
	170,000 
	159,771 
	177,476 
	146,523

	Donations (Dinaric Arc) 
	- 
	- 
	- 
	18,103 
	22,081

	TF-EU-communication in the Natura 2000 areas – donation
	449,280 
	225,000 
	- 
	- 
	-

	Own funding 
	149,760 
	150,000 
	- 
	- 
	-

	PHARE CFCUProgramme of crossborder cooperation with Austria
	995,941 
	- 
	- 
	- 
	-

	Own funding
	336,140 
	- 
	- 
	- 
	-

	TOTAL
	8,977,209
	7,498,977
	8,253,557
	9,314,447
	9,577,477

	Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning – funds for nature protection
	0.12%
	0.09%
	0.09%
	0.10%
	0.09%

	Share of national budget allocated to the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning
	2.14%
	3.24%
	2.53%
	2.86%
	2.82%


Nature conservation is, as a rule, mainly a non-profit activity by its nature, which must be provided by the state and local communities in line with their responsibilities. This definition places nature conservation activities within the public financing system that is generally implemented through the national budget. Thus it is determined by law that the state and local communities bear the public costs of nature conservation. The state guarantees funds for measures aimed at biodiversity conservation and at the protection of valuable natural features, for the implementation of the public service of nature conservation and for compensations under the provisions of the Nature Conservation Act. Local communities guarantee funds for measures aimed at protection of valuable natural features, for the implementation of the public service of nature conservation and for compensation when it is related to protection of valuable natural features of local relevance.

The law also foresees other sources of financing for the public service of nature conservation, which are regulated through the financing of institutions as entities that perform a public-service activity. This includes payments for performed services, grants, donations and other sources allowed by the statute.
The Farmland and Forest Fund, which, on behalf of the state, manages farm land and forests that are property of the state and located in protected areas established by the state, remits managers of these areas a part of the excess of revenue over expenditure of the fund defined annually by the Government. These funds must be used for the intended purpose:  execution of measures for conservation of biological diversity of farmland and forests in compliance with the annual programme prepared by the manager.

Along with the system of public, direct and purpose-based financing of nature conservation determined by the Nature Conservation Act, the financing of nature conservation by funds provided through other sources, in particular international financial sources, foreign or domestic donations and sponsorships, is of equal importance. These funds can be used by public institutions, local communities, non-governmental organisations, companies or individuals.

INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL SOURCES are sources available to international governmental and non-governmental organisation, convention secretariats and the European Union. These funds are earmarked for support of different nature-conservation measures and activities working with individual states through public tenders or implementation of programmes.

The EU has several financing instruments at its disposal, such as structural and cohesion funds, pre-accession programmes, thematic programmes, etc. LIFE III – Nature is the EU's financial instrument designed for the nature conservation and providing financing of natureconservation projects related to conservation of Natura 2000 areas and habitats of protected plant and animal species. Public tenders within this programme were concluded in 2005.

LIFE + is a new method of financing environmental programmes, including the nature conservation and biodiversity programme.

The European Union also co-finances agri-environmental measures (AEM), whose purpose is, in addition to popularisation of agricultural production that meets the needs of customers and protects their health, to provide sustainable use of natural resources, to reduce negative impacts of agriculture on the environment and to conserve biological diversity and protected areas. Agri-environmental programmes, aimed at enhancing the conservation of endangered plant and animal species and at increasing concern for the landscape, began to be implemented in 2003 within the work of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food. The most important measures are: mountain pasture, mowing steep meadows and bumpy meadows, preserving meadow orchards, preserving extensive grassland, preserving cultivated and inhabited landscape in protected areas, breeding domestic animals in the central area of large carnivores, preserving specific grassland habitats. Measures for conservation of biodiversity are implemented in ecologically important areas that also include Natura 2000 areas.

� Slovenia (1997). National Report of the Republic of Slovenia, State Authority for Nature Conservation, Prepared by Ministry of the Environment and Physical Planning, December 1997, 53 pp.


� Slovenia (2005). Third National Report, October 2005, 155 pp.


� In 2005, the compensation of damage caused by the protected animal species has been provided my MOP. 


� Although financial support for biodiversity is small, incentive measures for biodiversity conservation are included in the programme.


� Financial resources include research project on various environmental issues.


� The budget line includes all different types of research projects. About 25% of the money is meant for natural sciences and 8% for biotechnology.


� Financial resources have also been used for nature conservation and biotechnology.  


� The budget line covers all international environmental organizations and membership dues relevant for Slovenia.





NOTE: Footnotes 5-9, it has not been possible to provide only financial resources used for biodiversity related activities and projects.


� Slovenia (2010). Convention on Biological Diversity: 4th National Report on implementation, Republic of Slovenia, Ljubljana, 2010, 109 pp.
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