Bulgaria

Bulgaria’s planning document
 presented criteria for selection and priority sites in the conservation and maintenance of key ecosystems, for conservation of plant and animal species, for protection of habitats, for conservation of genetic resources. 
3. Criteria for Selection and Priority Sites in the Conservation and Maintenance of Key Eco-Systems:

· International Conservation Significance;

· National Conservation Significance;

· Participation in ecological networks;

· Degree of biodiversity;

· Degree of uniqueness;

· Degree of richness

· Ecosystem age;

· Origin;

· Representativity

· .Existing or future categorization of the sites are/will be:

· Sites of the world and cultural heritage;

· Biosphere reserves under the UNESCO Programme “Man and Biosphere”;

· Reserves;

· Maintained Reserves;

· National Parks;

· Nature Parks, Natural Monument and protected Sites;

· Significant (of conservation value) nature areas, sites of the European and national ecological network;

· Bulgarian sites included in the list of Important Areas;

· Sites included in the Corine Biotope Programme.

· Ecosystems rich in diversity of species;

· Unique ecosystems;

· Ecosystems of advanced age (old);

· Natural ecosystems;

· Representative ecosystems.

4. Criteria for Selection and Priority Sites for Conservation of Plant and Animal Species

· Degree of protection by law;

· Degree of threat (vulnerable, endangered);

· Degree of international significance;

· Degree of endemism;

· Degree of rarity;

· Status of the population;

· Economic significance.

The following plant and animal species conservation will be applied:

· Locally extinct species (for restoration of the population and their habitats);

· Species protected under the Bulgarian legislation;

· Endangered species:

· Listed under Bulgaria’s Red Data Book;

· Listed under the IUCN Red List;

· Strictly protected under the Bern Convention;

· Species endangered with becoming extinct in all or part of their area of distribution (Bonn Convention);

· Endangered species which are or may become the object of trade (CITES Convention);

· Species and habitats included in EEC Directive 92/43 on the Conservation of the Natural Habitats and of the Wild Flora and Fauna;

· Species included in the EEC Directive 79/409 on the Conservation of Wild Birds;

· Species included in the practical code of the UN Economic Commission on the Conservation of Endangered Animals, Plants and Other of International Importance;

· Endemic species;

· Other vulnerable and endangered species;

· Rare species;

· Diminishing species;

· Species of economic importance.

5. Criteria for the Selection and Priority Sites for Protection of Habitats

The main criteria, for the selection of the habitats of animal and plant species for protection, restoration and maintenance are:

· Legal protection;

· Degree of international conservation significance;

· Degree of representativeness of the type of habitat for the respective area (country);

· Area of the habitat in comparison with the habitat area in the country;

· Degree of conservation of the characteristics of the habitat;

Specific sites will receive priority attention if they are:

· Part of a protected areas;

· Part of international and national ecological networks and programmes;

· Representativeness;

· Distribution;

· Typicality.

6. Criteria for Selection and Priorities for Conservation of Genetic Resources

Priority attention will be given to:

· Old varieties and populations (vegetable, cereals, legumes and the wild relatives of the cultivated crops having a status of rare, protected species and endemic species) not collected and preserved ex-situ;

· Local varieties of maize, corn, beans, vegetables, orchard species endangered by genetic erosion due to invasion of alien varieties and hybrids;

· Wild relatives of cultivated plants and valuable wild species, endangered by reduction of habitat;

· Endangered breeds, strains and lines of animals;

· Indigenous breeds and strains of animals;

· Species with economic significance;

· Species with high degree of vulnerability;

· Species with high degree of rarity.
The National Biodiversity Conservation Action Plan is a set of activities to be carried out during the 1999-2003 period (five year). A total of 96 separate activities have been identified in the course of the preparation of the NBCP. The total cost of implementation of the NBCP is Lev 44.355 million. Of this amount, Lev. 21.274 million has yet to be secured.

Estimated and Required Financial Resources

The total funding required for the implementation of the NBCP amounts to Lev 44, 355, 000 over five years. As compared with investments in other sectors, this amount is small. It is also comparatively small as compared to the funds planned for other environmental components. For example the funds required to fully implement the NBOP amount to 5.6% of the average funding provided under the National Waste Management Programme.

The total NBCP cost is Lev 44, 355, 000 over five years.

The cost of the programme does not exceed the budgets of the respective institutions. Budgeting procedures used are those of the State Budget of the Republic of Bulgaria Act, and reflect the present estimation of availability of funds. Foreign donors will be approached in an attempt to secure funds required to fully implement the NBCP.

Lev 23, 081, 000 are already secured.

The following table presents Distribution of Funds by source of funding and years. The different between funds required and available for each Ministry is identified.

	Sources of financing for the activities by institutions responsible for their implementation
	Funds, thousand lv

	
	Amount
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003

	Ministry of Environment and Waters

	A. NEPF (National Environment Protection Fund)
	11754
	2142
	2713
	2528
	2323
	2048

	B. State Budget 
	1370 
	- 
	105 
	240 
	415 
	610

	C. External Sources (total): 
	3062 
	2099 
	747 
	72 
	72 
	72

	C.1 GEF Project 
	1335 
	1335
	-
	-
	-
	-

	C.2 Bulgarian-Swiss Programme 
	690 
	265 
	425
	-
	-
	-

	C.3 Le Balkan Foundation 
	225 
	75 
	75 
	25 
	25 
	25

	C.4. PHARE 
	400 
	200 
	200
	-
	-
	-

	C.5. UNEP 
	108 
	108
	-
	-
	-
	-

	C.6. BirdLife International 
	135 
	27 
	27 
	27 
	27 
	27

	C.7. Ramsar Bureau 
	36 
	36
	-
	-
	-
	-

	C.8. UNESCO 
	24 
	24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	C.9 Monaco Project 
	9 
	9
	-
	-
	-
	-

	C.10. Bulgarian Forest National Fund 
	100 
	20 
	20 
	20 
	20 
	20

	Non-secured Funds 
	8790 
	247 
	1782 
	2092 
	2172 
	24977

	Necessary Funds 
	24976 
	4488 
	5347 
	4932 
	4982 
	5227

	Ministry of Agriculture, Forests and Agrarian Reform (without the National Department of Forests)

	A. State Budget 
	2724 
	155 
	5211 
	7311 
	6856 
	621

	National Fund “Bulgarian Forest” 
	1911 
	325 
	323 
	401 
	416 
	446

	B. External Sources: Avalon Fund 
	60 
	20 
	20 
	20
	-
	-

	PHARE Programme 
	52 
	26 
	26
	-
	-
	-

	Bulgarian-Swiss programme – forests 
	1052 
	376 
	376 
	100 
	100 
	100

	Bulgarian-Swiss Programme 
	48 
	24 
	24
	-
	-
	-

	WWF 
	50 
	25 
	25
	-
	-
	-

	Non-secured Funds 
	12374 
	638 
	1643 
	3101 
	3481 
	3511

	Necessary Funds 
	18271 
	1589 
	2968 
	4353 
	4683 
	4678

	Ministry of Education and Science

	A. State Budget 
	460 
	- 
	115 
	115 
	115 
	115

	B. External Sources: GEF Project 
	36 
	36
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Secured Funds (A + B) 
	496 
	36 
	115 
	115 
	115 
	115

	Non-secured Funds -
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Necessary Funds 
	496 
	36 
	115 
	115 
	115 
	115

	Ministry of Trade and Tourism

	B. External Sources:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bulgarian Swiss Programme 
	2 
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Non-secured Funds 
	98 
	18 
	20 
	20 
	20 
	20

	Necessary Funds 
	100 
	20 
	20 
	20 
	20 
	20

	Ministry of Industry
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A. Budget 
	280 
	20 
	50 
	90 
	60 
	60

	Secured Funds 
	280 
	20 
	50 
	90 
	60 
	60

	Non-secured Funds -
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Necessary Funds 
	280 
	20 
	50 
	90 
	60 
	60

	Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works

	Secured Funds -
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Non-secured Funds 
	12 
	12
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Necessary Funds 
	12 
	12
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Committee of Energy

	A. State Budget 
	220 
	-
	55 
	55 
	55 
	55

	Secured Funds 
	220 
	-
	55 
	55 
	55 
	55

	Non-secured Funds -
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Necessary Funds 
	220 
	-
	55 
	55 
	55 
	55

	TOTAL FOR THE NATIONAL PLAN

	A. NEPF 
	11754 
	2142 
	2713 
	2528 
	2323 
	2048

	B. Bulgarian Forest National Fund 
	2011 
	345 
	343 
	421 
	436 
	466

	D. State Budget 
	5054 
	175 
	856 
	1231 
	1331 
	1461

	E. Foreign Sources (total): 
	4262 
	2588 
	1198 
	172 
	152 
	152

	E.1. GEF Project 
	1371 
	1371
	-
	-
	-
	-

	E.2.Bulgarian-Swiss Programme 
	740 
	291 
	449
	-
	-
	-

	E.3 Le Balkan Foundation 
	225 
	75 
	75 
	25 
	25 
	25

	E.4. PHARE 
	452 
	226 
	226
	-
	-
	-

	E.5. UNEP 
	108 
	108
	-
	-
	-
	-

	E.6. BirdLife International 
	135 
	27 
	27 
	27 
	27 
	27

	E.7. Ramsar Bureau 
	36 
	36
	-
	-
	-
	-

	E.8. UNESCO 
	24 
	24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	E.9. Monaco Project 
	9 
	9
	-
	-
	-
	-

	E.10. Avalon Fund 
	60 
	20 
	20 
	20
	-
	-

	E.11.Bulgarian Swiss Programme-forests 
	1052 
	376 
	376 
	100 
	100 
	100

	E.12. WWF 
	50 
	25 
	25
	-
	-
	-

	Non-secured Funds 
	21274 
	915 
	3445 
	5213 
	5673 
	6028

	Necessary Funds 
	44355 
	6165 
	8555 
	9565 
	9915 
	10155


� Bulgaria (1999). National Biodiversity Conservation Plan, Council of Ministers, Sofia, June 1999, 44 pp.
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