Eritrea

Eritrea’s planning document
 built upon the Government’s previous commitment to broader environmental protection, as contained in the 1995 National Environmental Management Plan. Wherever possible, the activities and interventions recommended in the NBSAP expand and build upon this management plan, especially its section on natural heritage and biological diversity. In addition, the NBSAP includes a range of existing activities already taking place within different sectors. Environmental activities already form a prominent part of the Government development policy - given the limited financial and human resource capacity available, the NBSAP seeks to integrate and co-ordinate these activities to increase their effectiveness for biodiversity conservation, rather than replace or add to them.  Similarly, it is implicit in the NBSAP that the most appropriate niche for biodiversity related activities in Eritrea is within the existing framework of sustainable economic development. Put simply, biodiversity-related activities must be made compatible with those designed to improve human welfare in Eritrea. Fortunately, there are many situations where these two goals are complementary and even self-reinforcing. The NBSAP focuses on these "win-win" opportunities, plus those interventions which are considered to be essential to meeting the obligations to which Eritrea has committed itself to undertake the Convention on Biological Diversity.  From time to time, this programme of activities can be expanded to suit the changing conditions. This is considered to be a more sensible response to the present situation than creating an over-ambitious wish-list with little practical chance of implementation.
� Eritrea (2000). National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan for Eritrea, prepared by the Department of Environment, Ministry of Land, Water and Environment, Asmara, August 2000, 79 pp.
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