Ethiopia

Ethiopia’s planning document
 had a section on identifying the funding issue.  The successful implementation of Ethiopia’s Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan will require a significant financial investment. It is important to emphasize, however, that many of the recommendations contained within the Plan can be implemented through policy and legal changes (e.g., the use of incentives and the removal of “perverse” incentives”, and do not require large expenditures). Similarly, ongoing development activities and existing government programmes can be made more sensitive to biodiversity concerns, often at relatively little cost (e.g., through better use of EIA procedures). It is not necessary, therefore, to await the arrival of new funding before commencing implementation of the Plan. For those measures, which do require new funding, possible sources could include: the development of innovative funding mechanisms; bilateral/multilateral aid for stand-alone, biodiversity projects; debt-for-nature swaps; partnerships with the private sector, NGOs and other civil society institutions; GEF. Finally, it should be emphasized that funds spent on biodiversity conservation and management are not unrecoverable expenditures; rather, they are investments in Ethiopia’s future ecological, economic, and social security - investments which will yield substantial benefits at virtually all levels and sectors of society. In addition, GEF recognizes that not all investments in biodiversity will generate national benefits. This is the incremental reasoning for GEF investments – to secure global benefits beyond those that would accrue to an individual country. Present economic tools and measurements, such as the national income accounts, fail to recognize or accord a value to these benefits.

The action plan mentioned funding measures in several areas, such as develop natural resource-based enterprises that maximize revenues and incentives for community and private sector natural resource partners; develop sustainable funding mechanisms for natural resource management whereby part of the revenues are reinvested in management costs; mobilise resources to replicate and adapt the sustainable management systems to all remaining natural areas outside of the protected areas and complete this program.
The plan had two objectives on financial resources:
· National funding mechanisms developed for support of priority biodiversity conservation and management programmes (Actions: reassess national spending priorities vis-à-vis biodiversity conservation; assign budget to address NBSAP priorities; establish task force to generate funding

· Increased bi-lateral and multi-lateral funding mobilized for biodiversity programmes (Actions: establish group of aid agencies/donors for biodiversity conservation in Ethiopia; co-ordinate donor interest/activities to maximize conservation efforts; strengthen capacity to develop GEF proposals; strengthen Ethiopia’s “voice” at CBD-COP)
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