France
One of the aims of French Foreign Assistance Programme is to help developing countries to include the environment issue in their development process, through the formulation of adapted public policies, or by setting up showcase projects where the principles of sustainable development and of those of the Convention on Biodiversity (CBD) are raised to the status of a code of conduct. Beyond its action of cooperation, France considers biodiversity as an asset to the world heritage.  France contributes generously to multilateral funds: Global Environmental Fund (GEF), European Development Fund (FED), etc. It tries to promote, on an international level, the idea of global management, and is active in seeking to transform the United Nation’s Environment Program into the United Nations Environment Organization.

A. International and national governance

- to reinforce capacities of South partners and bilateral and multilateral financing instruments 

Actions:

· contributing systematically to the elaboration of strategies of GEF and European Development Fund as well as review and evaluation of their programs and projects; 

· maximizing impacts of bilateral financing instruments by pursuing strategic complementarities with GEF and European Development Fund; and 

· exploring possibilities of new financing (debt reduction contracts, biodiversity foundations, conclusions of Landau report etc.). 
B. Cooperation action

· Priority Solidarity Fund that finances, on grant terms, support to the priority solidarity zone

· French Global Environment Fund that contributes finances to development projects having impact on biodiversity, climate change, international water, land degradation and desertification in developing countries

· Social Development Fund, implemented by ambassadors in each country, which provides direct support to local actors (NGOs and associations) for small projects

· Funding of French Development Agency

Since the recurrent expenses of managing a global protected areas network can not be met by developing countries or official development assistance in the long run, economic and financial mechanisms need to be developed to generate sustainable funding sources.  The Action Plan envisaged:

· To encourage projects that allows conservation self-financing through mechanisms ensuring their integration into economic and local social development (eco-tourism development, valuation of local practices, payment for environmental services, etc.)

· To develop sustainable financing instruments for protected areas networks, in particular in Africa (debt reduction and development contract, biodiversity foundations etc..)

· To promote development of compensation mechanisms for environmental services provided by natural ecosystems, in particular in the field of water resource management.

The Action plan also seeks to systematize the practice of environmental impact assessments in all cooperation projects by developing a systematic procedure for environmental impact assessment in cooperation projects respecting the best international standards; generalizing economic analysis and integration of environmental costs in cooperation action budgets; and generalizing integration of environmental criteria in the conditionality of accessing to financial resources of French Development Agency.

France’s first planning document
 had a section on financing the policy for natural heritage and landscape.

The natural and landscape heritage policy is very important because it addresses directly the objectives of the strategy. An action plan for renewal is still in the planning stage, and aims at facilitating the approaches suggested by the strategy, in particular a new structure of responsibility sharing between the government and the communities on one hand, and between the public Sector and civil society on the other hand. The central government, who is custodian rather than manager, is responsible for its international or European commitments and the protector of fundamental liberties and public safety. It has a strong responsibility for the protection of the natural heritage and landscapes. The local entities, however, should be made more responsible for the valorization of this heritage.

An important issue of this policy is how to finance it., which comes back to the acknowledgement of the value of living things. 
The French Strategy for Biodiversity identified:

· All avenues for the creation of new resources and for making more efficient use of the existing sources of financing will have to be explored.

· The natural heritage and its biodiversity can create wealth, through the goods and service they provide, through new development they make possible - such as tourism or exploitation of certain natural resources (hunting, fishing, mushroom and wild fruit collecting...). They attract more and more people looking for recreation. That is why it is time to look for ways people can participate in the cost of access to nature in its various expressions (sports and leisure, business venture), either through a specific device, or by making use of existing tools (for instance a local tax for the endangered areas...) and improving them or broadening their application.

· The possibility of shared financing between the public and private sectors will need to be investigated, as well as the role that can be played by philanthropy and foundations. Investment by the private sector could also be sought, based on the economic use, direct or indirect, of the natural heritage.

· On a fiscal level, tax incentive can be devised to reward those whose behavior is in line with the policy on management of natural heritage. An inter-ministerial study group, organized by the National Strategy for Sustainable Development and other public bodies, is working on the subject. It will offer suggestions to the project of the 2005 finance law.

· The government will continue its effort with the European Commission and its members States to encourage them to attribute a greater part of the community’s resources (LIFE) to Natura 2000. France will support all the studies undertaken by the European Commission concerning the financing of the other policies (regional, agricultural, fishing etc....). Putting a stop to biodiversity losses by 2010 is part of the dynamics of territorial development.

France’s new planning document
 set out a strategic goal (C) to invest in a common good: our ecological capital.

Biodiversity is our common heritage and one of the pillars of the functioning of the biosphere. The resources which the living world provides for us enrich us and contribute to the well-being of humanity. Safeguarding this heritage and viewing it as a common asset involves a commitment to new approaches so that this richness fosters our sustainable and equitable development for the future.

Biodiversity is a legacy from the past which requires us to devise very long-term economic strategies. Advances in science and technology mean that we can begin to understand biodiversity and its role and to benefit from this. However our economic rationale should not end with the immediate benefits conferred by exploiting it. It must also set out to protect and enhance biodiversity, which is our common heritage.

Investing in the physical and human resources required to protect and enhance this heritage simply constitutes good management of our relationships with life on Earth. It entails demonstrating a conviction that our natural heritage is of key importance, our “ecological capital” and a source of benefit to humanity today and for the future.

Within the framework of the NBS, stakeholders make a commitment to use over the long term the ability to adapt and evolve which forms the basis of the biological story of our planet and the resources and services which nature provides for us, without jeopardizing them.

Target 7: Include preservation of biodiversity in economic decisions

Biodiversity and natural resources are affected by the current economic growth mode for which they also partially form the basis. In fact, business and economic activities more broadly, play a major role in biodiversity, either by the impacts (negative or sometimes positive) of their activities on species and natural environments, or by the benefits which they derive from the goods and services delivered by biodiversity. These costs and benefits are scarcely addressed in economic decision-making.

It is necessary to integrate biodiversity more fully into the economic sphere in order to reconcile public and private interests, ensure mainstreaming in the long term, raise awareness among businesses of their dependence on biodiversity and encourage economic stakeholders to invest in ecological capital and thus to play a role in developing this common asset.

In order to achieve this integration successfully, it is necessary first of all to reduce then withdraw incentives which harm biodiversity, to reform the tax system, develop new positive incentives, integrate the impacts on biodiversity into eco labeling, or even extend the “polluter pays” principle and enforce it more rigorously. In particular, public subsidies must be redirected in several areas to avoid contributing to the loss of biodiversity and must be subject to bioconditionality measures.

Target 8: Develop innovations for and through biodiversity

Innovation in the field of valuing biodiversity as a source of natural technologies and as a basis for sustainable development activities must be increased. Furthermore, it is important to increase mainstreaming of biodiversity in areas in which innovation occurs, either in terms of direct or indirect impacts or through equitable sharing of the biosphere’s resources. A whole new area of research and practice (for instance ecological engineering) should be promoted and structured around this concept.

Transfer of knowledge to organizations supporting innovation (companies, local authorities, non-profit associations, and various excellence clusters, etc.) must be ensured by drawing on international best practice. This will facilitate the development of new projects capable of reconciling economic and social development with respect for the environment and biodiversity.

The NBS offers a permanent framework for priority development of new concepts and projects of all types, with particular emphasis on their value-added component for overseas territories and new promotion methods.

Target 9: Develop and perpetuate resources for biodiversity

Preserving, restoring and developing ecological capital constitute a major national policy which must develop in a coherent manner for the long term. In this respect, it must have access to increased financial, human and technical resources enabling it, on the one hand, to support initiatives throughout French territories and, on the other hand, to support France’s international commitments, in particularly those made in Nagoya (an increase in state funding for development focusing on biodiversity).

In order to respond to these challenges, financial contributions will need to be substantially increased, firstly on the part of public stakeholders (the state, local authorities) but also from the private sector (company biodiversity budgets, environmental sponsorship, etc.) in order to invest in the preservation of biodiversity.

Moreover, examples of major environmental policies such as water, waste and energy saving demonstrate the benefits and effectiveness of the implementation of targeted resources managed within the framework of a multi-year plan drawn up jointly by the stakeholders. In addition to ensuring consistency between activities, such resources will create synergy with initiatives implemented by various private and public operators to preserve and develop our ecological capital. It is therefore appropriate to establish a mechanism of this type for biodiversity.

A growing number of professionals are working to protect biodiversity in all spheres of activity and in a variety of organizations: businesses, researchers, teachers, non-profit associations, managers of protected areas, local authorities, organizations for social and professional integration, etc. Recent studies carried out within the framework of the green economy plan for jobs and employment identify some forty different professions and over 30,000 jobs. Significant resources must be made available to reinforce the skills of active professionals (training, tools, methods, etc..) and develop these vocational areas.

Target 10: Turn biodiversity into a driver for development and for regional cooperation in the overseas entities

Insularity, or in the case of Guyana, its geographical location, mean that overseas territories are structurally extremely dependent on imports (energy, foodstuffs, equipment, etc.) which push up the cost of living as well as creating a large carbon footprint. Overseas territories are committed to a development goal which is focused more clearly on their own potential. This is the “endogenous development” goal defined by the Interministerial Council for Overseas Territories (CIOM) on 6 November 2009.

The promotion of natural resources, in particular, is a crucial asset for endogenous economic development in overseas territories. On the one hand, biodiversity is a source of innovation and research, hence the growth of specialist research companies developing and marketing products linked to biodiversity. On the other hand, the protection and promotion of the ecological assets of overseas territories is a growth factor for tourism, especially eco-tourism, although the impacts of tourism must be kept to a minimum.

Lastly, the protection and promotion of biodiversity provides a focus for regional cooperation between overseas territories and neighboring countries. This involves reinforcing cooperation and coordinating action between overseas collectivities, between overseas collectivities and neighboring countries, or with the rest of Europe. There is therefore scope to increase sharing of information and know-how for the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity within the framework of regional cooperation by broad geographic zone (Caribbean, Indian Ocean, Pacific, South America). In addition, islands are developing original strategies and models which could be shared with or even transferred to mainland situations to positive effect: adaptation to climate change, and reduction in anthropic pressures, conservation and integrated sustainable management of biodiversity in the ecosystems exploited, etc.
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