Lesotho

Lesotho’s planning document
 had an objective to incorporate biodiversity issues into developmental strategies and activities to ensure that the international development assistance process becomes a force for biodiversity conservation.  International development assistance has tended to be silent on issues of biodiversity conservation, and indeed there are examples where, because of this omission, destruction has been caused to biological resources and biodiversity. Under its obligations to the Convention on Biological Diversity, biodiversity conservation must be considered as an integral part of sustainable development and a criterion for selecting and evaluating development assistance projects. It is also true that while external interventions such as Structural Adjustment Programmes have been perceived as successful in Lesotho, they have brought about imbalances which have led to chronic poverty in some sectors of society. Communities become overly dependent on resources that are freely available and in this way biological resources come under stress. It is a corollary that developmental strategies must contain sustainable options for rural communities affected by these strategies.

To realize these objectives the Government, collaborating with interested and affected parties, will make the development assistance process a force for biodiversity conservation (Make biodiversity conservation a priority when seeking international assistance for developmental activities; incorporate biodiversity values into the criteria for judging/selecting, designing and evaluation of development assistance projects; minimize the negative impact on biodiversity and biological resource values of economic reform strategies such as structural adjustment programmes by providing suitable alternatives to local communities, and to women in particular; maximize efforts to attract multilateral and bilateral financial resources for implementation and sustainment of biodiversity conservation programmes and projects in the country).
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