Mauritania

Mauritania’s national biodiversity strategy and action plan
 did not address financing directly, but there were several references to financing, including a list of priority projects in the action plan 2000-2004.  The priority projects were chosen using the following criteria:

· Geographical level of action (national level action is considered with higher priority over local action)

· Linkage with the objectives of the Convention (indirect link is considered less relevant)

· Urgency of the matter

· Sequence of action (certain measures, for instance, knowledge acquisition should be undertaken before other actions)

· Opportunities (substantial interest or real engagement of partners and funding donors) 

One objective under theme 1 (conservation) was to mobilize institutional, structural, financial, legislature and regulatory resources for good management of protected areas.

Under theme 12 (public participation, non-governmental organization and private sector), one objective was to support local initiatives for biodiversity management in a participatory and democratic manner and mobilize financial resources.

Theme 15 (incentive measures) identified several strategic options: use debt for nature swaps, establishment of national fund for biodiversity, and active identification of international funding programmes.
� Mauritania (1999). Stratégie et plan d’action nationale sur la diversité biologique, 1999, 57 pp.
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