New Zealand
New Zealand’s planning document
 referred to financing actions under several objectives, including:

· Expand and modify existing national funding mechanisms (the Nature Heritage Fund, Nga Whenua Rahui and Queen Elizabeth II National Trust) to meet current demand by landowners and communities where a priority, to protect habitats and ecosystems important for indigenous biodiversity, and to maintain the condition of protected areas through fencing and pest management (Key players: Department of Conservation, Ministry of the Environment, local authorities, iwi/hapu, QEII National Trust, primary production sector, landowners, NGOs, community groups)

· Identify and remove legislative and other barriers to local authorities using economic incentives (such as rate relief and financial contributions for costs), and investigate new joint national and regional/local funding mechanisms to encourage and support the protection of ecosystems and habitats important for indigenous biodiversity on private land (Key players: Ministry of the Environment, Department of Internal Affairs, Local Government New Zealand, local authorities, QEII, landowners, iwi/hapu, NGOs)

· Provide strategic direction, funding, national guidance, coordination and monitoring, and encourage private sector, community and individual participation to ensure the conservation and sustainable use of New Zealand’s biodiversity.

· Support activities through the Sustainable Management Fund that enhance landowner and community understanding of ways to avoid or minimize the effects of human activities on biodiversity, and encourage community involvement in practical initiatives that help achieve the sustainable management of biodiversity (Key players: Ministry of the Environment, Local Government New Zealand, local authorities)

Under objective 10.2 (Inter-country cooperation), New Zealand aimed to seek continued and effective cooperation and support for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, directly between governments and through people-to-people cooperation. Actions included:

· Enhance New Zealand’s information exchange and collaboration internationally in biodiversity science, research and technology through the use of the Internet Clearing House Mechanism, travel grants and involvement in relevant international and regional organizations. (Key players: Department of Conservation, Ministry of Research, Science and Technology, Ministry of the Environment, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, research providers, universities)

· Continue to promote policies and programmes for New Zealand’s Overseas Development Assistance and the South Pacific Regional Environmental Programme (SPREP) for environmentally sustainable development in partner countries, with priority given to assisting developing and small island countries in the Asia-Pacific region to identify environmental priorities and increase their capacity to conserve and sustainably use biodiversity (Key player: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade)

· Cooperate and work with other countries on biodiversity issues of mutual concern and in areas in which New Zealand has particular expertise or needs, such as research on shared taxa, threatened species management and recovery, prevention and elimination of invasive species, biological restoration techniques, and biodiversity assessment (Key players: will vary, Department of Conservation, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Ministry of fisheries, Ministry of Research, Science and Technology, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, research providers)
� New Zealand (2000). The New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy, February 2000, 144 pp.





2

