Norway
Norway’s planning document
 had a section on development cooperation. The fundamental goals of Norwegian development cooperation coincide with the main objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity: sustainable use and conservation of biological diversity and equitable distribution of benefits. One priority in Norwegian development cooperation will be to obtain more information on the economic and direct and indirect use value of biodiversity in relation to both ecosystem services and products. Other priorities will be training and education, advisory services, capacity-building and institutional cooperation in the administrative systems of partner countries.

Norway’s second document
 contained a key priority on Greening public procurement. The Government’s goal was to reduce the environmental pressure caused by the consumption of goods and services by giving greater weight to environmental considerations in public procurement processes. The situation was: In 2003, the total value of goods and services purchased by the public sector was almost NOK 240 billion, of which NOK 96 billion was in the central government sector and NOK 70 billion in the municipal sector. Publicly-owned commercial enterprises accounted for the remainder. This means that there is a substantial potential for reducing the environmental impact of the public sector. By setting higher environmental standards, the public sector can persuade suppliers and manufacturers to shift towards greener product development, and thus encourage the marketing of a wider range of products with more positive environmental attributes. In the Government’s opinion, the public sector has a special responsibility to lead the way, given its size and the fact that it is responsible for managing public funds. Public-sector agencies should be aware of the environmental impacts of their purchases, set environmental standards, and choose the best solutions in environmental terms within the constraints of price and quality. The Government wishes the public sector to be a driving force in efforts to shift the pattern of consumption in Norway in a more sustainable direction. The importance of including environmental considerations in public procurement policies was emphasized at the Johannesburg Summit in 2002. The OECD has also urged member states to greater effort in this field. Moreover, public procurement is also a central element of the EU’s Integrated Product Policy and its Environmental Technologies Action Plan. The Commission has urged member states to draw up their own action plans for green public procurement from 2005. Several EU states are already engaged in this work, and the Nordic countries Sweden and Denmark are playing a leading role. In the Government’s view, Norway should also be at the forefront of developments in this field in Europe.

Norway’s new Public Procurement Act entered into force in 2001, and requires public authorities to take life-cycle costs and environmental impacts into account when planning new investments. The requirements have been further elaborated in regulations and in guidelines published by the Ministry of Trade and Industry. In addition to environmental considerations, the legislation requires many other considerations to be taken into account during public procurement processes. For example, steps must be taken to ensure equal conditions of competition for actors in the business sector. Because several different objectives are involved, it may be more complicated to incorporate environmental considerations into procurement processes in the public sector than in the private sector. This applies, for example, to the development of environmental criteria in connection with tendering. In the Government’s view, further measures are needed to build up public-sector expertise on environmental aspects of procurement, and to make the development of environmental criteria more efficient. They are needed to ensure that the public sector can achieve its full potential for influencing the market for environmentally sound goods and services and that Norway is at the forefront of developments in Europe.

The Government’s response to reinforce efforts in the field of public procurement. The Government will:

· Establish a green public procurement panel as a national advisory body for the authorities. The panel will include representatives of central government and municipal agencies, the business sector, the educational sector, etc. The panel’s main functions will be

· to identify opportunities for including environmental considerations in public procurement processes, and barriers to doing so,

· to propose new policy instruments and measures, – to evaluate the need to develop new indicators for this field or further develop existing indicators.

· Establish a programme at the GRIP Centre for Sustainable Production and Consumption. The programme will help to ensure that public-sector agencies are familiar with the environmental standards laid down by the rules relating to public procurement, and that they have sufficient expertise to comply with these rules. The programme is also intended to make it easier to set specific environmental standards in practice.

Norway’s third document
 had a section on environment and development cooperation. The Government will:

· Ensure that Norway plays a leading role in integrating environmental issues into development cooperation.

· Continue its review of multilateral and bilateral development cooperation with a view to finding new openings for environmental initiatives in individual countries and regions, including both specific environmental programmes and sector-integrated environmental assistance.

· Seek to ensure that environmental considerations are an integral part of UN activities when it «delivers as one» at country level, and that UNEP is brought into the reform process.

· Play a part in the development of a sound understanding between UNEP, UNDP, the international financial institutions and other development actors as regards their roles in global capacity building for environmental assistance.

· Assist developing countries to meet their international environmental commitments, and use bilateral cooperation as a tool for strategic political dialogue dealing with all areas for which environmental authorities are responsible.

· Contribute to coordinated implementation of national environmental action plans and poverty reduction strategies, and to the integration of biodiversity concerns into all sectors at country level.

· Develop environmental cooperation with the countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (the EECCA countries) through the UNECE and the Environment for Europe process.

· Make use of the comparative advantages of different organizations and use co-financing as a tool.

Another section was on environment and international trade, investment and business. The Government will:

· Seek to ensure that the international trade regime promotes sustainable development, and that environmental considerations are taken into account in all relevant areas in the WTO. The Government is also seeking to ensure that the trade regime and the MEAs are mutually supportive and promote sustainable development.

· Liberalize trade in environmentally sound products and technologies.

· Draw up new trade commitments in such a way that they take into account the need for good governance at national level and for sufficient freedom of action to develop an effective environmental policy. New trade commitments and further liberalization must not restrict national freedom of action to make use of environmental policy instruments.

· Find a balance between trade concerns and wider public interests in free-trade agreements, and develop such agreements so that they help to ensure sustainable production and consumption in developing countries.

· Generate more knowledge of the environmental impacts of trade liberalization and Norway’s trade commitments.

· Support initiatives for the use of environmental criteria when making international investments, and promote environmentally sound investments

· Contribute to more balanced development of the legal framework for bilateral investment treaties (BITs).

· Expect Norwegian firms to follow the same social, environmental and ethical standards in developing countries as they do in Norway.

· Work towards operational guidelines for corporate social responsibility that are used globally.

A section was on environmental and social responsibility in public procurement. The Government will encourage the public sector to set an example as a responsible consumer and in creating a demand for environmentally-friendly goods and goods whose manufacture complies with high ethical and social standards. The Government has therefore drawn up a three-year action plan for environmental and social responsibility in public procurement, which includes the following main points:

· Preparation of an environmental policy for government procurement specifying goals and requirements for priority product groups. Work on environmental management systems will be continued in the state sector, and central government agencies whose activities have a substantial environmental impact will be encouraged to introduce an environmental management system with third-party certification. The Government will also take steps to improve statistics and reporting on the environmental impacts of public procurement.

· Seek to ensure that counties and municipalities give more weight to environmental and social responsibility in their procurement, for example through cooperation with the Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities.

· Take steps to build up expertise and advisory services related to environmental and social responsibility in public procurement at both central and local government level.

· Propose measures to promote innovation of environmental technology, including making better use of Innovation Norway’s grant scheme for research and development contracts between firms and public-sector customers.

· Review how much leeway there is under current national and international law on public procurement to specify ethical and social requirements. On the basis of the results, the Government will commission a review of which product groups should be given priority when setting ethical and social requirements for public procurement processes, and how criteria for ethical responsibility in public procurement can be formulated.

· Through the UN, the EU and the Nordic Council of Ministers, cooperate closely with other relevant countries on environmental and social responsibility in public procurement.
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