Panama
Panama’s planning document
 provided a list of projects at B/.23.7 million.

The document contained a component on technical and financial cooperation. Following the Rio Summit and the signing of the Convention on Biological Diversity, there is increased access to international financial resources from international organizations and donor countries to strengthen national capacities of developing countries to conserve and use sustainable biodiversity. It is important to generate mechanisms that facilitate access to these funds by the various sectors of Panamanian society, related to the conservation and use of biodiversity. The aid must be oriented according to the agreement conceived in the National Biodiversity Strategy and Plan of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity, so that it is addressing national priorities. Similarly, it is required to promote and encourage private enterprise to make contributions to biodiversity conservation by funding scientific research and pilot projects on sustainable use of resources, which in turn translate into higher profits.

Financial cooperation was considered under several strategic lines:

· Participation of governmental organizations, private sector and local communities in raising funds for the financing of sustainable production systems, nationally and internationally; analysis of the current financial and technical cooperation and development of the National Action Plan for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity, in accordance with the priorities identified; establishment of links or arrangements between the institutions, responsible private companies, local communities and universities to promote research at national level as well as international and foreign level; use and fitness of the infrastructure, resources and staff available in governmental institutions, NGOs, universities, institutes and research centers, preferably.

· Management for publishing biodiversity information to different audiences; management for cooperation at international, national and local levels for the establishment of networks of biodiversity information.

· Preparation of feasibility analysis of investment projects in the field of sustainable use of biodiversity, as a complement to in situ conservation.

· Generating self funds from ex situ conservation projects or activities; creation and assignment of incentives for ex situ conservation of species.

· Creation of incentives for financing research on biodiversity by the private sector; creation of a state rondo for awarding scholarships and grants for national researchers; support and strengthening of national capacity to formulate projects and obtain international funds that help with research and increased knowledge on biodiversity; strengthening of the Environment, Natural Resources and Biodiversity Sector of the National Secretariat for Science, Technology and Innovation; creation of mechanisms for cooperation between universities, institutes, research centers and private companies for the development of research and knowledge; increase of institutional capacity to strengthen education and research.

· Strengthening of the Wildlife Fund.

· Regulation and granting of concessions for public services and administration of some protected areas as a pilot; regulation and promotion of ecotourism and scientific research in protected areas; strengthening of the system of charges for services provided by protected areas and investment in these areas; provision and collection of basic shelter and food services to scientists and other visitors in protected areas that have adequate infrastructure for such purposes; design and participation in bi-national or regional projects oriented to conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

The document contained a sub-programme on cooperation and finance as follows:

· Goal: Increase the efficiency of international aid and technical cooperation in biodiversity. Actions: identify international funding sources; evaluate ongoing projects; follow up on proposals for cooperation and financial assistance; train local staff in management, design, evaluation of national and international cooperation projects. Indicators: donor funded projects and profiles; reports delivered and results reported; acquisition of new financing, management and negotiation of projects; people trained.

· Goal: develop mechanisms to facilitate the financing of the activities for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. Actions: establish private trust funds for conservation; promote and regulate donations and grants for conservation; support local initiatives on conservation and sustainable use; develop negotiation mechanisms for negotiating equitable share of the benefits; promote the benefits of funding scientific research and technology for private sector. Indicators: private trust funds available; rules and donations received; conservation and sustainable use projects executed by local communities; negotiation mechanisms for benefit sharing; research funded.
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