Swaziland

Swaziland’s planning document
 contained several substraegies.  The substrategy 5 for conservation was to assure adequate funding for management of protected areas with the following priority actions: amend fees structure according to professional analysis of market value for entrance fees, lodging and guide fees; investigate the possibility of income from tax levy’s on certain goods and services; and investigate the possibility of short- to long-term leasing options in protected areas. 

Regarding implementation, the document elaborated a section on funding. Appropriate funding will be crucial to the implementation of BSAP. The SEAP document identified three potential sources of funding which are summarised below.

External sources: Funding from foreign donors needs to be explored. The Global Environment Authority (GEF), which funded the development of this BSAP document, funds biodiversity projects of global significance. Since the biodiversity of Swaziland does have global significance, funding from the GEF is a possibility. Other external sources could include bilateral grants from “developed” countries or loans from the World Bank.

National sources: Various potential sources of funding exist from National sources including the Government of Swaziland, the private sector and the NGO community. Indeed, funding from the Government is essential as this would indicate commitment on the part of the government.

National Environment Fund: A National Environment Fund (NEF) for Swaziland has been planned and is envisaged to become operational in due course. The purpose of this fund would be to support environmental protection initiatives in the country. The donor community has indicated its willingness to support this fund on the basis that the Government makes the initial contribution. Most BSAP initiatives would almost certainly be eligible for funding from the NEF.
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