Switzerland
Switzerland’s planning document
 had a strategic goal to evaluate financial incentives.  It stated that in addition to incentives that promote biodiversity, today’s tax and funding system (subsidies in the broad sense) contains some incentives that have a negative impact on biodiversity.  Around one third of all federal subsidies have a potentially degrading effect on biodiversity and the landscape.  Its goal was:

By 2020, the negative impacts of existing financial incentives on biodiversity are identified and avoided, if possible. Where appropriate, new positive incentives are created.

The action fields include: Existing incentives in the tax and funding system must be optimized in such a way that they do not run counter to planning requirements but support them. In many cases, corresponding studies are already under way (e.g. agricultural policy, forest policy). The aim is to demonstrate by 2015 the areas in which further need for improved incentives exists. Hence, possible reports for the revision of the legislation must be compiled by 2020.

For example, the redistribution of animal-related payments in the context of the further development of the direct payments system provides a model for the examination of existing mechanisms. These were used previously to provide an incentive for keeping of more animals per unit of area than would have been appropriate. Existing mechanisms in other areas should also be optimized.
In areas in which market failure is particularly prominent, new incentive mechanisms shall also be examined. Urban sprawl and the associated fragmentation of habitats is an example of a market failure in which the public good of biodiversity is degraded through the use of private goods. The coordinated and careful development of such financial mechanisms is required.

Important action fields exist at cantonal and international levels in addition to national level. Positive experience has already been gained in individual cantons with incentive and funding mechanisms for the promotion of the ecosystem services that are not directly marketable. Examples of market-based instruments have also been developed at international level in recent times. What is lacking is a systematic application-oriented exchange at cantonal and communal levels. For the combining of forces, existing successful models at cantonal, national and international level should be availed of for Switzerland or for different cantons.
Under the goal to strengthen international commitment, Switzerland’s stated: “By 2020, Switzerland’s commitment to the conservation of global biodiversity at international level is strengthened.” The action fields included the following elaboration: The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization shall be ratified in Switzerland as soon as possible. This shall create a legal basis that will guarantee compliance with national regulations on the access to genetic resources. This will enable the guaranteeing of fair and equitable benefit sharing. In the context of the Biodiversity Convention, the implementation of the Strategic Plan must be measured and supported and the concrete funding requirement for its implementation at global level, and particularly in countries of the South, must be solidly clarified. Switzerland shall be able to provide the necessary finance to cover this funding requirement. Moreover, Switzerland shall support the allocation to the Global Environment Fund (GEF) of the necessary re-sources in the area of biodiversity and the increased effectiveness of the fund. Within the funding mechanisms and development programmes supported by Switzerland (e. g. World Bank, UNDP, REDD+ etc.), Switzerland shall continue to support sufficient attention being paid to the conservation of biodiversity and its sustainable use. The protection and conservation of biodiversity are also promoted through Switzerland’s bilateral development cooperation.  In the area of economic development cooperation, Switzerland promotes projects that benefit biodiversity, and projects with negative impacts on biodiversity may not be supported. In addition, the development of and compliance with sustainability standards is also promoted within the economic development cooperation; this also includes the consideration of the impacts of projects on global biodiversity.

The planning document explored financial and human resources, and indicated that the implementation of the strategy will require additional financial and human re-sources. The detailed ascertainment of the actual requirements for all participating partners and the definition of the nature of the financing will only be possible in the context of the development of the action plan and any necessary legislative amendments.
� Switzerland (2012). Stratégie Biodiversité Suisse, 25 avril 2012, 89 pp.





2

