Uganda

Uganda’s planning document
 had a section on financing the implementation of NBSAP.  Article 6(b) of the Convention on Biological Diversity requests countries to integrate, as far as possible and as appropriate, the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies. This requires tapping internal funding from the sectors. Furthermore, because this NBSAP is a framework strategy presented through a programme approach rather than a project approach, it has no specific budget ceiling or resource envelope. It is clear however, that implementation of the NBSAP will require new and additional sources of funds. These sources will include:

· Government: Uganda ratified the Convention and Article 20 of the CBD requires Contracting Parties to “... provide, in accordance with its capabilities, financial support and incentives in respect of those national activities which are intended to achieve the objectives of this Convention, in accordance with its national plans, priorities and programmes”. Government must therefore endeavor to fulfill this obligation by increasing budgetary allocations to support biodiversity conservation programmes related to this NBSAP. Fortunately, most of the activities identified in the NBSAP are already contained in the day to day activities of NEMA and the relevant lead agencies. Therefore, there will be minimal additional costs involved. It is estimated that each lead agency would require at least 10 million shillings over and above their recurrent expenditure per year to implement additional activities in the NBSAP.  In order to realize this contribution, every attempt should be made to periodically incorporate elements of the NBSAP into national planning frameworks such as the Poverty Eradication Action Plan (PEAP), Sector Wide Investment Plans (SWIPs) and the Plan for Modernizing Agriculture (PMA).

· Development partners and donor agencies: Uganda currently benefits in excess of 20 million U.S. dollars, from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) for implementing biodiversity programmes in the country. Continued funding for various NBSAP activities will be sought from GEF. However, this will require Uganda to fulfill its obligations to the CBD, such as meeting her annual contribution of 350 U.S. dollars to the CBD Secretariat, supporting delegations to CBD meetings and other related activities. This NBSAP will also provide a useful guide to other development partners and donor agencies to identify programmes for support to biodiversity conservation and sustainable development of Uganda.

· The private sector: There are many different ways that the private sector could participate in biodiversity conservation. The establishment and improvement of markets, along with appropriate property rights, provides one means of devolving some of the responsibility for managing biodiversity and sharing in the costs of its conservation.  Efforts should also be made to attract charitable contributions and donations through such mechanisms as trusts, endowments and foundations. Support should also be provided for the entry of the private sector into biodiversity conservation in other ways, including biotrade; research and development into new biodiversity products and markets; the allocation of concessions and franchises; and the provision of tax relief on investment and contributions. The NBSAP should make use of this wide range of potential financing mechanisms in its attempt to broaden, and make more sustainable, the funding base for biodiversity conservation. Particular priority should be given to those funding mechanisms that encourage private sector investment, and community participation in biodiversity management.
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