Ecuador

Entrance fees

Differentiated entrance fees in effect in Galápagos National Park in Ecuador
Visitor entrance fees for the Galápagos National Park, Ecuador

	Category 
	Amount in US$

	Foreign tourist (non-resident) 
	100

	Foreign tourist under 12 years of age 
	50

	Foreign tourist of a member country of the Andean Community or Mercosur 
	50

	Foreign tourist of a member country of the Andean Community or Mercosur under 12 years of age
	25

	Citizen or resident of Ecuador 
	6

	Citizen or resident of Ecuador under 12 years of age 
	3

	Foreign tourist non-resident attending a national academic institution 
	25

	National or foreign children under 2 years of age 
	No fee


source: Government of Ecuador, 1998
The Galapágos Islands in Ecuador are one of the most visited and recognized World Heritage sites in the world. Because of the islands’ popularity as a tourist destination, the Galápagos National Park finds it relatively easy to finance a large part of its operations by charging a high entry fee and obtaining donations from visitors to the islands. The islands attract around 60,000 foreign tourists per year, each of whom pays a US$100 park entry fee, thereby generating about US$5 million per year. In addition, tourists spend around US$390 to fly to the Galapágos from mainland Ecuador, and a minimum of US$1000 for a typical 8-day boat trip to visit the islands. Most visitors stay on a cruise ship or charter live-aboard boats. In addition, each of the two main tour boat operators now guarantees a minimum of US$100,000 in tourist donations per year from their passengers to support Galápagos conservation projects. If the tourists do not make the donations themselves, tour companies pay the difference. In the Galápagos, the law which raised park entry fees also required that all revenue from this fee be used to pay for costs associated with operating the park.

The law is very specific on the use of the funds. It requires that “40% of the revenues collected from entry fees must be used to pay for salaries and other direct expenses of operating the park; 30% must go to local government authorities for, e.g. construction of sewage treatment facilities; 10% must go to a Galapagos development institute; 5% for operating an inspection and quarantine system; 5% to the navy for patrolling the park; 5% for the Galápagos marine reserve; and 5% to the national parks agency for expenses of managing the national park system as a whole.
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