Syria

1997

Strategic Goal -4-Generating Income from Local Wild Animals

Short term Plan:

1. Commence serious and well-managed captive breeding program for certain local wildlife, such as game birds and gazelles.

2. Release captive bred birds and mammals into protected areas under expert supervision.

3. Release captive bred birds and mammals that do well in protected areas to open areas of the badia and mountains during certain seasons of the year.

Long term:

1- Involve the responsible hunters and their societies in the long and difficult process of wild animal re-introduction to the wild so that they may understand and support these efforts

2- Investigate the feasibility of allowing licensed and properly organized hunting during certain seasons of the year.

2006

The activities of the projects which are financed by GEF and other internatinal donors do not pay custom fees, such as equipment and machinery which were imported for the project of biodiversity conservation and protected areas management (Cedar Protected Area) was exempted from import tax. This is true for GEF and other International financing projects.
There are some small taxes against the use of some natural resources or the collection of some nature products in the forest. These taxes are minimal and do not equal the value of the products.
2009

13- Develop economic incentives systems and economic evaluation of Biodiversity values:

Poor and weak economic evaluation of Biodiversity components, in addition to absence of legislations for economic incentives to promote Biodiversity conservation are main weakness points in Biodiversity and natural resources management. One of the main needs for capacity building is to develop economic tools that can achieve an assessment for Biodiversity resources and mechanism for incentives also the economic benefits of alternative projects of those projects of negative impact on Biodiversity and its sustainable use.

National trends will be:

* Determine and apply appropriate incentives to Biodiversity and natural resources.

* Develop and execute a training program on economic incentives and tools of estimation of economic value.

* Prepare a plan to develop economic projects built upon Biodiversity utilization among public, private sectors and local communities.
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