Economic Incentives

Iran (2001) reported
 that a comprehensive system for incentive measures at different levels is not in place yet. Meanwhile some measures have been taken. For instance, for promoting private sector involvement and initiatives in this area, DOE has considered awards such as Green Prize, ISO 14001 and Environmental honouree medal.

Iran (2005) 
 reported that within the 4th National Development Plan and in line with NAP, some programmes are established to identify and adopt economically and socially sound measures that act as incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of components of biological diversity. Some of the main measures to be established by the 4th NDP are as follows:

· Iranian Government is bound to acquire valid estimations on ecosystem goods and services values and environmental degradation costs of major development plans in the country. These evaluations can be considered as important incentive measures and are going to be legalized in second phase. 

· In agricultural sector, various measures are being developed to reduce overuse and consumption of organic fertilizers and pesticides. Promotion of biological controls and sustainable agricultural practices are requested.

· Promoting private sector involvement and initiatives in conserving the biodiversity, DOE has considered awards such as National Green Prize, ISO 14001 and Environmental honouree medal.

· With regard to other fields, like solid residuals and waste materials (recycling), air, water and soil pollutions (recovery and rehabilitation programmes), marine and coastal zones pollution (application of new regulations) etc., several being developed. 

According the 4th National Development Plan, the Government is responsible to support (financially and technically) undertaking valuation studies for natural ecosystems of the country to demonstrate the economic values of market and non-market services of ecosystems. Having such values, they will be used to develop the mechanisms or approaches to ensure adequate incorporation of both market and non-market values of biological diversity into relevant plans, policies and programmes and other relevant areas.
Some measures are planned to encourage financial support for environmental matters, but they are not directly related to biodiversity. For example, tax exemptions are examined for polluter industries who act for mitigation of pollution emission by using appropriate measures.
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