2006

Belgium
 (2006)

4b.2 Adopt biodiversity criteria in public procurement policies to prevent biodiversity loss

Public authorities are major consumers. In Europe, for example, they spend 16% of the EU’s gross domestic product. By using their purchasing power to purchase goods and services that also respect the environment and biodiversity, they can make an important contribution towards sustainable development. Public authorities can also show citizens, enterprises and organisations how they can really change their attitudes by making the right consumer choices.

Green public procurement can have a positive direct or indirect impact on biodiversity. It covers areas such as transport and construction, office equipment, recyclable paper, organic food in canteens and activities in developing countries with support from Belgian authorities. Initiatives have already been taken in Belgium to use green procurement policies in order to promote goods that are less harmful to the environment (for instance, promotion of the use of wood products originating from sustainable forests or inclusion of environmental - including biodiversity- criteria in the procurement procedure for Clean Development Mechanism and Joint Implementation).

Belgium is preparing a national action plan on green public procurement for 2006. In 2006, the Belgian Parliament passed a new law on public procurement that provides some opportunities to integrate sustainable (biodiversity) criteria in public procurement procedures.

4f ) Forestry 4f.1 Promote the conservation of forest biodiversity through independent credible forest certification systems that provide a guarantee for sustainable forest management

This operational objective supports the use of sustainable (certified) timber products and the promotion of credible certification systems. This can be achieved, for example, by actions in several fields such as public procurements policy or public and forest owner’s awareness activities.

2009
Belgium
 (2009)

Flemish region:

Area under organic farming (actions supported by the administrations for agriculture and land use management). The area under organic farming increased from 640 ha in 1994 to 4 026 ha in 2001. However, between 2002 and 2005 the total area and the number of organic farms decreased noticeably. In 2006 this trend was halted with a slight increase in the organically farmed area to 3 836 ha in 2007. This area corresponds to about 0.62% of the total farmland area in Flanders. Several socio-economic factors underpin the stagnation since 2000. Firstly, biological farmers have experienced difficulties in marketing their products. Secondly, traditional farming organisations erroneously uphold the idea that organic farming is technically and economically less sustainable. The stagnation of organic farming in Flanders since 2001 sharply contrasts with the strong increase in organically farmed area elsewhere in the EU-15, where organic farms comprised about 4% of the total farmland area in 2005.

Walloon region:

The number of organic farms and their cultivated areas are on the rise. At the end of 2007, organic plots covered 29,200 hectares (mainly grazing land), or 3.9 % of the agricultural land used. The recent increase (2006 and 2007) can be explained by the implementation of a more generous regional support scheme (subsidies) and a more encouraging context (increased awareness of producers and consumers). http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProblematique.aspx?id=p019.
In the Walloon Region, PEFC certified forests cover nearly 268,000 ha, or 49% of the Region’s forest areas. Nearly 90% of certified forest land belongs to public landowners. In 2006, a new ‘Plan de progrès pour la gestion forestière wallonne’ (for documents, go to http://www.pefc.be) was drawn up for 2007-2011 by a task group which included all stakeholders. It contains 11 objec​tives organised into 27 actions. http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProblematique.aspx?id=p022.

Belgium
 (2009)

=> forest certification

The Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Cer​tification schemes (PEFC) is used in Wallonia. Nearly 268,000 ha of forest areas, or 49 % of the forests cover of the Walloon Region’s is PEFC certified. Nearly 90 % of certified forest land belongs to public landowners. Information available on www.pefc.be
In the Brussels-Capital Region, the whole Sonian Forest, 1650 ha and about 10 % of Brussels surface, is ecocertified with the FSC label. And in Flanders about 14% of the public forests have a FSC certification.

The federal Council of Ministers approved in November 2005 a public procurement policy on timber and timber products. Federal public services and institutions have to procure wood and wood products from sustainably managed forests. Both FSC and PEFC are accepted as a guarantee that wood and wood products are coming from sustainably managed forests. Equivalent certifications schemes are also accepted after assessment by an expert panel. More information is available on http://www.guidedesachatsdurables.be
- development of a federal public procurement policy to promote SFM (circular letter in 2005); a methodological guide supports federal purchasing authorities; promotion and follow-up of forest certification,
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