Markets for Green Products

Canada
 (2009) presented the case study on Forest Certification in Canada. Canada, with 40% of the world’s certified forest area, is a world leader in third-party forest certification. Approximately 145.7 million hectares of forest is certified in the country (more than 87 percent of the productive forest land) under one or more of three internationally recognized certification schemes. Recognizing the need to ensure Canadians that forest operations on public lands are sustainable, forest companies have developed corporate social responsibility frameworks with specific commitments to conserve and use biodiversity in a sustainable manner. Forest companies also report on biodiversity status and trends for their management units as part of legislative requirements, certification processes and stewardship activities. The Forest Products Association of Canada is the first trade association in the world to make it a condition of membership for companies to certify all lands under their management.

1. Among the leading Canadian forestry companies in stewardship and sustainability is Tembec, a Canadian forest products’ company principally involved in the production of wood products, market pulp and papers. Tembec operates in sites across Canada, as well as in France, the United States and Chile. In 2001, the company signed an accord with WWF- Canada, collaborating in order to promote the supply and use of forest products certified by Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). The company certified Ontario’s Gordon Cosens Forest, an area four times the size of PEI, under the FSC in 2003, creating one of the largest FSC-certified forests in the world. To meet its environmental commitments, Tembec has adopted an environmental policy and has established two Environmental Management Programs, Impact Zero®, and Forever Green® to minimize the impact of manufacturing activities and forest operations on the environment. Tembec has received awards such as the FSC-Canada Winds of Change award – recognizing innovation in certification on a significant scale – and the Forest Leadership Partnership Award, selected by an international panel for its partnership with WWF.

2. British Columbia is becoming a leader in the global drive for fisheries sustainability, with a goal to have all their major commercial fisheries either be certified as sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) or in the full assessment phase of the certification process in the next one or two years. BC seafood is exported to over 80 countries worldwide, and major retailers and seafood processors in the U.S., E.U., and Japan are increasingly demanding MSC certification; as such, credible eco-labelling is increasingly important for the industry to succeed in competitive markets.

3. The Canadian North Atlantic Shrimp fishery is the largest coldwater shrimp fishery in the world to be certified by the Marine Stewardship Council, and is the first Canadian fishery to obtain this certification. According to the Marine Stewardship Council the stock is secure into at least the short to medium term with few impacts on cold water corals and bottom habitats. By-catch levels of cod, Greenland halibut and American plaice are less than one tenth of one percent (Fisheries Council, 2008). The shrimp fishery on the west coast of Canada is not certified.

4. Case Study: Certification of a Northern Shrimp fishery. The DFO has moved to increase certification of fisheries in Canada, following rising trends of forest certification in the country. Exemplifying certification in Canada, the Gulf of St Lawrence northern shrimp fishery has been certified under the Marine Stewardship Council’s Eco-label; certification is the culmination of a three-year joint effort of the primary partners in the fishery, including harvesters, processors, DFO and provincial partners. In addition to certification, a variety of voluntary codes of practice are available to support fisheries industry in the sustainable use of resources. The Canadian Responsible Fisheries Board (CRFB) promotes responsible fishing in Canada through their Code of Conduct for Responsible Fishing Operations and development of industrial training programs and technical information exchanges in responsible fishing. The Code of Conduct reflects the fishing industry’s commitment to ensuring stewardship and sustainability as key elements of Canada’s fishing industry.

 (2009)

Almost 1.46 million km2 of forest area were under three Sustainable Forest Management certification programs in Canada in 2009. This represents 40% of the world’s certified forest area - the largest area of 3rd party independently certified forests in the world. The majority of forests in which forestry operations can occur are now certified.

CSA=Canadian Standards Association; SFI=Sustainable Forest Initiative; FSC=Forest Stewardship Council. Source: (Metafore's Forest Certification Resource Centre, 2009).

Case Study: Forest Certification in Canada

Canada, with 40% of the world’s certified forest area, is a world leader in third-party forest certification. Approximately 145.7 million hectares of forest is certified in the country (more than 87 percent of the productive forest land) under one or more of three internationally recognized certification schemes. Recognizing the need to ensure Canadians that forest operations on public lands are sustainable, forest companies have developed corporate social responsibility frameworks with specific commitments to conserve and use biodiversity in a sustainable manner. Forest companies also report on biodiversity status and trends for their management units as part of legislative requirements, certification processes and stewardship activities. The Forest Products Association of Canada is the first trade association in the world to make it a condition of membership for companies to certify all lands under their management.

Among the leading Canadian forestry companies in stewardship and sustainability is Tembec, a Canadian forest products’ company principally involved in the production of wood products, market pulp and papers. Tembec operates in sites across Canada, as well as in France, the United States and Chile. In 2001, the company signed an accord with WWF- Canada, collaborating in order to promote the supply and use of forest products certified by FSC. The company certified Ontario’s Gordon Cosens Forest, an area four times the size of PEI, under the FSC in 2003, creating one of the largest FSC-certified forests in the world. To meet its environmental commitments, Tembec has adopted an environmental policy and has established two Environmental Management Programs, Impact Zero®, and Forever Green® to minimize the impact of manufacturing activities and forest operations on the environment. Tembec has received awards such as the FSC-Canada Winds of Change award – recognizing innovation in certification on a significant scale – and the Forest Leadership Partnership Award, selected by an international panel for its partnership with WWF.
British Columbia is becoming a leader in the global drive for fisheries sustainability, with a goal to have all their major commercial fisheries either be certified as sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) or in the full assessment phase of the certification process in the next one or two years. BC seafood is exported to over 80 countries worldwide, and major retailers and seafood processors in the U.S., E.U., and Japan are increasingly demanding MSC certification; as such, credible eco-labelling is increasingly important for the industry to succeed in competitive markets.

The Canadian North Atlantic Shrimp fishery is the largest coldwater shrimp fishery in the world to be certified by the Marine Stewardship Council, and is the first Canadian fishery to obtain this certification. According to the Marine Stewardship Council the stock is secure into at least the short to medium term with few impacts on cold water corals and bottom habitats. By-catch levels of cod, Greenland halibut and American plaice are less than one tenth of one percent (Fisheries Council, 2008). The shrimp fishery on the west coast of Canada is not certified.

Case Study: Certification of a Northern Shrimp fishery

The DFO has moved to increase certification of fisheries in Canada, following rising trends of forest certification in the country. Exemplifying certification in Canada, the Gulf of St Lawrence northern shrimp fishery has been certified under the Marine Stewardship Council’s Eco-label; certification is the culmination of a three-year joint effort of the primary partners in the fishery, including harvesters, processors, DFO and provincial partners (further information in section 3.6.1). In addition to certification, a variety of voluntary codes of practice are available to support fisheries industry in the sustainable use of resources. The Canadian Responsible Fisheries Board (CRFB) promotes responsible fishing in Canada through their Code of Conduct for Responsible Fishing Operations and development of industrial training programs and technical information exchanges in responsible fishing. The Code of Conduct reflects the fishing industry’s commitment to ensuring stewardship and sustainability as key elements of Canada’s fishing industry.
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