Micronesia (Federated States of) green
Micronesia’s planning document
 planned to establish environmental certification “green products” for natural resource export by the private sector at sustainable levels (e.g. marine aquarium council certification and forest stewardship certification).
THEME 4. AGROBIODIVERSITY:

Strategy Goal: The conservation and sustainable use of Agrobiodiversity contributes to the nation’s development and the future food security of the FSM.

Agrobiodiversity refers to the variety and variability of animal, plant and microbial organisms on earth that are important to food and agriculture. The rich and diverse agroforests and related traditional agricultural systems of the FSM have attracted the interest of scientist from around the world as possible models for sustainable agricultural development. These extensive “man-made” forests are complex and environmentally sustainable agriculture systems that are the result of thousands of years of development.

They mimic natural forest ecosystems and shelter extremely high species and cultivar’s diversity. For example: Pohnpei State agroforestry consists of over 130 species and studies have identified 179 yam, 130 breadfruit, and 50 banana cultivars. Studies in Yap State have found about 80 yam, 40 breadfruit and 27 banana cultivars interspersed in an integrated system of shifting gardens tree garden/taro patch systems. The FSM is the world center for breadfruit (Artocarpus altilis) and swamp taro (Cyrtosperma chamissonis) diversity.

Traditional FSM agricultural practices were used over generations to develop new crops and maximize the use of natural environment to cultivate relevant species for food production. Many techniques and species have been replaced by hybrids and modern techniques, which are sometimes inappropriate.

Agriculture production is the primary livelihood for most FSM citizens. It is also one of the main activities that are contributing to the loss of biodiversity. An example of this is the loss of nearly two thirds of native upland forest in Pohnpei in just 20 years to farming “sakau” (Piper methysticum).

The development of increased agricultural production and the protection of native biodiversity can be achieved through sustainable agricultural practices such as agroforestry. Promoting sustainable agrobiodiversity practices further ensures the long-term protection of traditionally important agriculture practices and cultural methods.

Although in its infancy, the culture of marine and freshwater organisms is included under this theme and all objectives and actions described below are relevant to these activities. The sustainable and economic development of mariculture activities is important to the future development of the nation.

Objective 1: Conservation and Sustainable Use of Agrobiodiversity: To develop and ensure the effective implementation of appropriate conservation measures for the sustainable use of agrobiodiversity.

Actions:

· Promote methodologies for sustainable use of agrobiodiversity.

· Eliminate unsustainable agrobiodiversity use.

· Establish incentives that encourage conservation and sustainable use of agrobiodiversity.

· Promote environmentally sound agricultural practices (e.g. organic farming, agroforestry and polyculture).

· Promote, develop and share environmentally sustainable agricultural practices.

· Identify, develop and establish botanical gardens featuring local endemic, endangered and threatened species.

· Identify, promote and enhance existing programs for the inventory, propagation and preservation of traditional species, varieties, cultivars and breeds.

Objective 2: Promotion and Development: To compile existing research findings and develop programs and projects critical to the development of agrobiodiversity.

Actions:

· Document existing traditional agrobiodiversity resources and practices, including the usage of aerial photography.

· Develop and expand on existing markets for local species and varieties that can be produced on a sustainable basis.

· To promote existing research findings with farmers through training programs and public education.

Objective 3: New Research and Development: To conduct relevant research critical to the development of agrobiodiversity.

Actions:

· Evaluate the usefulness and impacts of new biotechnologies.

· Document existing traditional agrobiodiversity resources and practices, including the usage of aerial photographs.

· Develop and expand on new markets for local species and varieties.

· Develop and implement research and development training programs for all relevant agencies and institutions involved in agrobiodiversity.

· Document and publish all research information and findings and maintain collections of information in each State.

· Conduct research on the ecology of traditional agricultural methods.

Objective 4: Food & Health Security: To enhance and strengthen food and health security through the use of sustainable agrobiodiversity practices.

Actions:

· Develop and implement new and existing programs that promote the production of local nutritional food.

· Develop and implement programs that increase local food production and enhance agrobiodiversity.

· Encourage sustainable breeding programs for livestock (e.g. pigs and chickens)
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