Niue organic
Niue’s planning document
 had some actions:

Action 2.2 Continue and encourage research into alternatives to chemical fertilizers, for example bio-fertilisers, green manure with legumes and increased composting. Responsibility: DAFF, Pesticides Committee, research organisations, farmers, Growers Association

Action 2.3 Promote organic farming and develop markets for organic products. Responsibility: DAFF, Treasury, farmers, Organic Farmers’ Association, Chamber of Commerce, Planning & Economic Development

Action 2.4 Undertake research to identify new crops suitable for Niue that will make sustainable use of cleared land. Responsibility: DAFF, Niue Council of Women
Niue
 reported that recently, emphasis has been placed or organic farming practices for both vanilla and nonu (Morinda citrifolia) farming in order to capture the high value market. The Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) and the Niue Organic Farming Association (NIOFA) have been promoting this aspect and hence, it has become a widely accepted practice by farmers. Niue has commenced exporting these products to international markets and promoted them as organically grown. The interests and the demand have been significant however there are problems with consistently supplying the volume required by overseas markets.

An organic farming policy currently being drafted will enable Niue to provide a framework to regulate organic related activities at farm level.

Regardless of organic farming practices being promoted, there is still a high usage of herbicides and synthetic fertilizers for farming of Niue’s traditional and staple food crop, taro. Over the last 20 years, traditional methods of farming taro have changed dramatically and this has made a huge impact on every Niuean family in terms of simplicity and convenience. For example, the traditional slash and burn method has been replaced by the usage of a bulldozer to clear land for plantations. Furthermore, herbicides are used to manage weed growth and fertilizers to boost taro growth to mature faster; hence the ongoing usage of these is inevitable.
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