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BOX 3.1. Case study: Area under organic farming

Organic production is based on biological balance of the system soil-plant-animal-human. It represents a holistic system of production that promotes and strengthens the agroecosystem, health, biodiversity, biological cycles, and soil. The accent is on using the input from farms, taking into account that regional conditions require locally applicable systems. This can be realised by using, where possible, cultural, biological, and mechanical methods, which is contrary to usage of synthetic material in order to fulfil specific functions in scope of the system.

According to the data provided by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Water Management, the total area of agricultural land where methods of organic production were applied in 2009 is 2,876.49 hа. Of this, 2,388.27 hа or 0.057% of arable land is in the period of conversion, which is a time period necessary for the transition from conventional production to organic production, while 488.22 hа or 0.011 % of arable land is under certified organic production. The total share of area where methods of organic agriculture are applied represents 0.068% of the total arable land.

The Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) was promoted as a voluntary measure. In 2008, directives relate to EMAS were translated into Serbian. During 2009, the Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) for industrial objects is promoted as a voluntary measure to interested organisations and chambers of commerce.

In 2009, the "Rulebook on closer conditions and procedure of obtaining the right to use the ecological sign, and on elements, image, and use of the ecological sign for products, processes, and services" was issued. Groups of products and criteria for groups of products for the national eco-sign will be the same as for the eco-sign of the EU (Flower); thus, in the moment of the accession to the EU we will have the complete infrastructure for the "Flower", and the national eco-sign may then further develop independently. During 2009, two enterprises submitted the request for obtaining the eco-sign.
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4.5.2.1 Agriculture

1) Develop a national strategy and programme for sustainable use, development and conservation of plant genetic resources;

2) Develop a national strategy and programme for sustainable use, development and conservation of domestic animal genetic resources;

3) Develop a national programme for organic farming;

4) Establish an efficient national agri-environmental programme;

5) Develop and promote best practices guidelines for sustaining biodiversity for agriculture and support their implementation.

4.5.2.2 Forestr y

1) Promote the conservation of forest biodiversity, including genetic diversity, through the development of a forest certification programme and best practice guidelines for ecosystem-based sustainable forestry;

2) Develop forest management measures and guidelines to prevent genetically modified tree species, as well as non-native and invasive species, from negatively impacting on forest and general biodiversity.
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