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5.10
Action at the international level
International cooperation is an important factor in the conservation of Sweden's biological diversity. This section describes proposals relating to such cooperation in the years ahead, with a particular emphasis on the additional measures that are required in various international forums. Projects already in progress are not described (although it is obviously important that they continue and are completed as planned). Initiatives within HELCOM, OSPARCOM, the IMO and similar forums are dealt with in the section on the marine environment.

General priorities
Sweden's overall policy in relation to international environmental cooperation is presented, for example, in `The environment ‑‑ Our common responsibility' (Government paper to Parliament 1994/95:20). The Government views the conservation of biodiversity as one of four priority areas in Sweden's policy towards the EU in the environmental sphere (Government paper 1994/95:167: `Swedish environment policy within the European Union ‑‑ Emphases and implementation'). One of the points made in the latter document is that several policy areas of importance to biodiversity, including agriculture and fisheries, are regulated by the EU. It also emphasizes that Sweden should make biodiversity a high priority in discussions on forestry.

The task of maintaining biodiversity in Sweden has a clear international dimension to it. On the basis of an overall assessment, the Environmental Protection Agency has decided that its international efforts should focus on the areas of acidification, eutrophication, climate and ozone issues and metal emissions. These priorities tally by and large with the Agency's analysis of the impact of different pollutants on biodiversity.

Numerous international forums are or could be of significance for Sweden's biodiversity. They range from nature conservation conventions dealing with species and habitats to agreements on pollutant emissions, from the work of various United Nations bodies and the European Union to bilateral cooperation, and so on. In the area of biodiversity, the Environmental Protection Agency gives general priority to the work being done within the EU and under certain conventions.

	Priority conventions from the viewpoint of action on biodiversity:

·
Convention on Biological Diversity

·
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn Convention)

·
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)

·
Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention)

·
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar Convention)

·
Convention on the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea Area (Helsinki Convention/HELCOM)

·
Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North‑East Atlantic (OSPARCOM)

·
Convention on Long‑Range Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP, Geneva Convention).


In identifying relevant action at the international level, we have been guided by the following basic question: What problems relating to biodiversity in Sweden cannot be solved by national action (alone), but need to be tackled primarily in international forums? The following are a few examples of such problems:

· Pollutants, especially long‑range air‑ and water‑borne pollutants, which primarily affect Sweden's aquatic environments.

· Problems affecting the Baltic Sea (including fisheries, pollution, shipping, land‑based activities etc.).

· Problems which have to be solved on an international basis because of economic integration and free trade.

· Problems relating to habitats outside Sweden in which `Swedish species' (e.g. migratory birds) spend some part of the year.
Actions proposed
general proposal (59): In various international forums relevant to the conservation of biodiversity, Sweden should seek to ensure that greater emphasis is placed on an approach based on sectoral integration and responsibility. This is particularly relevant within the European Union.
Background and reasons for proposal: Sectoral responsibility has been a cornerstone of our national environmental policy for many years. Sweden therefore has a particularly large fund of experience when it comes to tackling environmental issues on the basis of sectoral responsibility and integration. Sectoral integration should be achieved in all relevant contexts -- especially the EU and the Convention on Biological Diversity (this is emphasized in Article 6(b) of the Convention), but also forums such as HELCOM, OSPARCOM and LRTAP.

EU cooperation
action 60: Within the European Union, pursue issues with a major bearing on biodiversity in Sweden, such as

· acidification,

· climate,

· a second NOx/VOC protocol,

· a programme for an environmentally sound transport system in Europe,

· early reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), 

· the Baltic Sea environment,

· scope to control introductions of alien species and genetic material on a national basis in certain cases.
Background and reasons for proposal: By and large, the problems of pollution can only be solved by further action under international agreements. A decisive factor in reducing atmospheric deposition of nitrogen and concentrations of oxidants, and hence the threat they pose to biodiversity, is a cut in emissions across Europe. The EU is currently working on a strategy on acidification.

To achieve success in this area, it is necessary to secure concerted EU action in the transport sector and a second NOx/VOC protocol, based on critical loads. Sweden should play an active part here, making sure that it gets across its ideas on environmental quality/health objectives, sectoral integration and environmentally more sustainable transport in Europe. An environmentally sound transport system of some kind needs to be achieved across Europe. On the climate issue, too, Sweden should be giving a lead within the EU.

Sweden's agricultural policy now forms an integral part of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) of the European Union. Any changes we wish to see in this area will have to be pursued largely through the EU. The CAP should be reformed in such a way as to minimize any detrimental effects on biodiversity and create a good basis for maintaining biodiversity. Advice on the direction of these reforms should be drawn up by the Swedish Board of Agriculture, in line with its sectoral responsibility (to pursue `sustainable agriculture in the years to come'). Sweden should, for example, seek a transfer of resources from production‑related agricultural support to the EU's conservation‑oriented funds (e.g. the LIFE instrument).

The Baltic ‑‑ the world's largest brackish‑water sea ‑‑ is an almost unique ecosystem, even at the global level. The states in its drainage basin have a common responsibility for the environment of this sea area. In addition to the work in progress within HELCOM, Sweden should promote greater efforts relating to the Baltic environment within the EU. Key problem areas from the angle of biodiversity include inputs of nitrogen compounds, toxic organic pollutants, oil and chemicals, the situation of the porpoise and of wild salmon populations, and littoral habitats.

action 61: Fulfil the undertakings under the Birds and Habitats Directives which Sweden entered into on joining the European Union.
Background and reasons for proposal: The EC has adopted two Council Directives in the area of nature conservation: on the conservation of wild birds (the Birds Directive) and on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild flora and fauna (the Habitats Directive). These directives involve an obligation to protect both species and habitats, in a certain manner and according to a given timetable. They are binding on member states, and Sweden has to amend its national legislation to meet their requirements. The two directives offer considerable scope for nature conservation work in Sweden in the years ahead.

The Government paper on Swedish environment policy in the EU stresses that Sweden should be actively involved in shaping the Union's nature conservation policy, e.g. with regard to the creation of a European network of special areas of conservation and special protection areas ‑‑ Natura 2000. Sweden should seek to ensure that the directives are `fully complied with by the member states. It is therefore important that they are implemented in full by Sweden, too.'

Implementation: The Environmental Protection Agency (information and coordination), in collaboration with all county administrative boards. Proposals to protect specific areas have to be approved by the Government.

Timetable: Implementation began in June 1995 and the first phase is expected to be completed in 1996 or 1997, depending on when agreements are reached with the EU. In the second phase (1998‑2004), county administrative boards will introduce protection for the areas identified.

Estimated cost: Introducing the necessary protection for the areas concerned: to implement the Habitats and Birds Directives, the resources allocated to site safeguard (Environmental Protection Agency's investments allocation) will need to be increased. However, the basic data needed to estimate the costs involved are not available at present. The Agency will return to this question when more is known about how many and which areas need to be protected as a result of the directives.

Funding: The Environmental Protection Agency's investments allocation. In view of the high priority of this work, and the limited time‑scale, there is a case for making special funds available.

Other international cooperation
action 62: Under the Convention on Long‑Range Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP), Sweden should above all seek to reduce emissions of nitrogen oxides (through a new international agreement). We should also pursue further reductions of sulphur and VOC emissions and work for the adoption of international agreements regulating emissions of ammonia, certain hydrocarbons (persistent organic pollutants), and the heavy metals mercury, cadmium and lead.
Background and reasons for proposal: Of all the different air pollutants, nitrogen oxides have the most significant detrimental impact on Sweden's biodiversity. 85‑90 % of total nitrogen oxide deposition in Sweden originates in other countries. Existing international agreements on nitrogen oxides have only achieved a marginal reduction of emissions across Europe. European emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs), sulphur, certain hydrocarbons (POPs) and the heavy metals mercury, cadmium and lead have all decreased more than those of nitrogen oxides, and also more than emissions of ammonia. Emissions of these pollutants in other countries cause a good deal of damage to Sweden's biodiversity. From a Swedish vantage point, it is particularly important to reduce air pollutant emissions in Poland, Germany, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and Denmark.

Implementation: The main bodies responsible for activities relating to the Convention on Long‑Range Transboundary Air Pollution are the Ministry of the Environment and the Environmental Protection Agency.

Timetable: Sweden should seek to ensure that a new, effective international agreement on nitrogen oxides comes into force by the year 2000. To achieve this aim, negotiations on the agreement must be concluded by 1998.

Estimated cost and funding: The cost is expected to be met out of annual allocations for activities relating to international air pollution.

action 63: Continue to pursue biodiversity issues (and promote an approach entailing greater sectoral integration) within HELCOM, OSPARCOM, MARPOL and other forums.
Background and reasons for proposal: Within HELCOM, nature conservation issues are the responsibility of the Working Group on Nature Conservation and Biodiversity (EC NATURE), which has existed for several years. Important projects currently in progress include Red Lists of habitats (coastal and marine); Red Lists of threatened species (coastal and marine); protected areas; and the wild salmon stocks of the Baltic. As far as marine reserves are concerned, a great deal of work has been done over a period of several years. A number of areas have already been designated as reserves, of which Sweden has contributed 13. A recommendation has also been adopted calling on governments to identify stretches of their coasts which are of particular conservation interest. Guidelines have been drawn up on the selection of marine and coastal areas. EC NATURE is currently compiling a list of open sea/offshore marine areas. One aim of this work on reserves is to secure the designation of the Baltic Sea as a Special Area under the MARPOL Convention and thus give it special protected status. Efforts to this end should continue and be intensified.

Corresponding nature conservation activities will begin within OSPARCOM in the autumn of 1995, through its Working Group on Impacts on the Marine Environment (IMPACT). A preliminary assessment suggests that the group's main areas of concern should be fisheries and their environmental effects; the health of marine ecosystems; and impacts on habitats. This work, too, should continue, with Sweden giving a lead.

International regional cooperation also has an important part to play, cooperation in the Barents Euro‑Arctic region being a case in point.

Nordic cooperation
A range of projects of varying degrees of relevance to the conservation of biodiversity are in progress under the auspices of the Nordic Council of Ministers. Below, we outline just one project directly linked to the implementation of the Convention. Obviously, other relevant projects should also be completed.

action 64: In the framework of Nordic environmental cooperation, continue and complete the project `Nordic implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity'.
Background and reasons for proposal: A continuous exchange of experience and knowledge between the Nordic countries in conjunction with their implementation of the Convention is of very great importance to all the countries. This is particularly true with regard to their efforts to develop sectoral integration and responsibility, especially in primary sectors and in the area of housing and infrastructure. By international standards, the Nordic countries have made considerable progress towards sectoral integration, and their combined experience will be of value to other countries. This project can be described primarily as a network between key individuals in the Nordic region.

Implementation: The project, which is headed by Finland, involves all the Nordic countries, together with Estonia. Sweden is participating through the Environmental Protection Agency and, to a certain extent, the relevant sectoral authorities (Boards of Forestry, Agriculture, and Housing, Building and Planning).

Timetable: The project is initially intended to run until 1996, when a report will be published. At that stage, the results will be evaluated and a decision taken as to whether to continue.

Estimated cost: A budget of SEK 200 000 has been agreed.

Funding: This project, like other environmental projects relevant to the Convention on Biological Diversity, is being funded in the framework of environmental cooperation under the Nordic Council of Ministers and hence through the budget of the Committee of Senior Officials for Environmental Affairs.
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6.9 International development cooperation

At both the standard-setting and the operational level, Sweden is actively seeking to promote a clear environmental and sustainability dimension to international development cooperation. One of the objectives of our development cooperation programme is to promote sustainable use of natural resources and protection of the environment. The conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity are one important component of this goal. The Government’s communication to Parliament on ‘Sweden’s international cooperation to achieve sustainable development’ describes the tangible guidelines that are to govern future efforts on both a multilateral and a bilateral basis. Decisions on priorities are to be guided by the overarching objective of combating poverty. To promote sustainable development, it is above all essential to integrate environmental considerations in all activities.

Regarding multilateral development cooperation, Sweden is emphasizing, on the World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors, that strong local involvement is essential if adequate attention is to be paid to the environment and sustainability. A policy dialogue with borrowing countries is important in ensuring that the Bank supports countries’ own efforts in the area of biodiversity. Sweden has also stressed the importance of safeguarding the environment not only by means of special projects or components which specifically promote environmental protection, but also at the macro level, in the Bank’s structural adjustment lending. It may be necessary to develop strategies and action plans for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, but it is also necessary to reduce any adverse impacts of planned reform programmes in this respect.

Another way of promoting the protection of the environment and biodiversity has been to take account of the findings of environmental impact assessments at as early a stage as possible in the World Bank’s country strategy process. Recent evaluations conducted by the Bank have highlighted the importance of incorporating such findings at the right point in time.

Concerning more targeted multilateral projects to promote biodiversity, Sweden has supported the Global Environment Facility (GEF) since it was created. Between 1994 and 1997, Sweden was a member of the GEF Council and actively sought to ensure that the GEF established itself as an important player in multilateral efforts to achieve the objectives of UNCED, not least in the framework of its particular mandate with regard to biodiversity. This work is continuing in the constituency group to which Sweden belongs, and which is currently represented on the Council by Finland.

Bilateral development cooperation is guided by the same principle as all the other development cooperation supported by Sweden, i.e. that environmental protection and sustainable development should in the first instance be promoted as an integral part of all projects and programmes. The basic concern of this development assistance is to eradicate poverty, in connection with which account also needs to be taken of the environmental and development problems of cities and the modern sector. Priority is being given to action in a number of areas of particular importance in achieving sustainable development and promoting biodiversity: freshwater management, agriculture and forestry (including soil conservation), the coastal zone environment and the urban environment. The main instrument used in this context is support for capacity- and institution-building in a broad sense. In the annual funding document issued to the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), the Government has the possibility of broadening Sida’s responsibilities in this area.

In 1996, Sida adopted an Action Programme for Sustainable Development. Its basic principle is that environmental issues should be integrated into Sweden’s development assistance activities, in accordance with the undertakings that follow from the country’s endorsement of, inter alia, Agenda 21 and the Convention on Biological Diversity. Development assistance should:

· help recipient countries to identify and implement activities which protect and conserve their natural resources and environment,

· give prominence to and support long-term sustainability,

· be guided by the principle that prevention is better than cure, and

· enable recipient countries to plan on a longer time-scale.

This has the following consequences:

· Environmental factors must be taken into account both in the overall development analysis and in analyses of countries, sectors and projects.

· Sweden should refrain from supporting projects which obstruct sustainable development.

· Environmental thinking and environmental dimensions must be integrated into the work of all of Sida’s departments.

The action programme identifies a number of priority areas for environment-related activities over the next few years: water resources, sustainable agriculture and forestry, including soil conservation; the marine environment; urban environment issues; and environmentally sound energy consumption and production.

These overall principles directly affect the way biodiversity issues are handled in Sweden’s development cooperation programme.

Guidelines on activities relating to biodiversity

The conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity constitute one of the areas given priority in bilateral development cooperation. In 1994, a set of strategic guidelines were adopted for work in this area, laying down among other things that:

· Impacts on biodiversity should be analysed and taken into account in all programmes and projects in all sectors.

· Sustainable use of biodiversity should be an integral part of Sida’s programmes and projects in the natural resources sector.

· Sweden should give priority to support for sustainable use of biodiversity in areas used by people for productive purposes.

· Attention should focus on the local needs of poor people – who are directly dependent on agriculture, forests and aquatic resources – and local control of biodiversity should be actively supported.

· Selective support should be given to specific projects involving, for example, capacity-building and methods development.

In addition, Sweden should cooperate with other donors and non-governmental organizations and follow international developments in this area.

These guidelines have subsequently been given more tangible substance. As a result, particular emphasis has been placed on the following areas:

· General intellectual property rights issues, including the CBD’s relationship to other international agreements, such as the WTO TRIPS Agreement and the FAO Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources, and also a joint project involving the World Bank (IBRD/ESDAR), the International Centre for Food Policy Research (IFPRI) and Sida/SAREC.

· Agrobiodiversity, plant breeding (including exchanges between institutional and traditional/local plant breeding) and seed production in relation to intellectual property rights issues, and the consequences for agricultural and rural development and food security.

· Research, methods development and capacity- and institution-building in the above areas. Priority is also given to support for NGOs, with the aim of creating scope for debate and dialogue.

Implementation

Sweden is seeking primarily to support processes and to work through various organizations and other actors – international and regional organizations, as well as national authorities, research institutions and NGOs.

Since the Convention on Biological Diversity came into force, Sida has consciously sought to integrate biodiversity issues into all its activities, rather than to increase its support for narrow biodiversity projects. The principal tool in achieving this integration is environmental impact assessment.

In the natural resources sector, particular weight is being attached to issues concerning the sustainable use of components of biodiversity. Biodiversity has a prominent place in many projects relating to agriculture, forestry and the marine environment, above all integrated with production issues, but also in the form of specific projects.

As regards methods, Sweden has placed a great deal of emphasis on capacity- and institution-building efforts aimed at authorities and research establishments. Priority has also been given to the opinion-forming and information activities of NGOs.

Bilateral activities focusing on biodiversity

Examples are given below and in Appendix 1 of projects and organizations in the area of biodiversity which Sweden is currently supporting, together with an outline of internal planning and policy development work over the last five years. Within Sida, the main departments directly involved in biodiversity projects are Natural Resources and the Environment (NATUR) and Research Cooperation (SAREC).

In general, Sweden’s development cooperation programme seeks to establish collaboration with a wide range of partners in the South. In the biodiversity field, this cooperation encompasses both international bodies – including the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) – and regional organizations, such as the SADC Plant Genetic Resources Centre (SPGRC). National authorities and non-governmental organizations are also supported. A major commitment with regard to genetic resources policy and property rights issues is a joint project involving the World Bank, IFPRI and Sida.

Agriculture

Sweden has focused attention on agrobiodiversity issues in a variety of contexts. Since UNCED in 1992, we have sought to harmonize efforts at the policy level (FAO, CBD/COP) with the experience gained from specific programmes and projects supported by Sweden. Priority has been given to plant genetic resources and gene banks (including the work of the SPGRC in southern Africa), plant breeding and seed production, and intellectual property rights issues; this is quite natural, given the close links between these areas and agricultural production and food security.

Forestry

Forestry-related biodiversity is being supported through a number of projects, including the development of methods for local and sustainable use of tree and forest resources through the FAO-based Forests, Trees and People Programme. Funding is being provided for several research projects on the ecology and management of indigenous forests, with a focus on the management and regeneration of dry forests.

This research is being carried out at several levels, international as well as local. 

Support for agroforestry – cultivation systems which combine trees and agricultural crops – is helping to enhance the biodiversity of the farmed landscape.

Marine environment and coastal development

Sweden’s bilateral marine programme focuses on integrated coastal zone development. Coral reefs are one important specific area within the programme. Knowledge advancement and international activities are supported through several channels, including the World Resources Institute and the International Centre for Living Aquatic Resources. Other commitments in the marine sector include ongoing research projects on coastal zone ecosystems and mangroves, with the emphasis on East Africa.

Non-governmental organizations

A range of environmentally oriented NGOs, both major international organizations and smaller local ones, are receiving support for policy work, capacity-building and opinion-forming.

Internal policy development

A significant amount of work is being done within Sida to elaborate strategies and guidelines reflecting environmental conventions signed by Sweden, and to develop methods for integrating environmental issues, including biodiversity, into day-to-day activities. In this connection, internal training on environmental issues for all of Sida’s staff plays an important role.

In 1995/96, Sida also carried out a broad-based study on food security in eastern and southern Africa, which serves as a complement to the Action Programme for Sustainable Development and the guidelines on biodiversity-related activities mentioned earlier.

Appendix 1.

Development cooperation activities relating to biodiversity

The following is a list of the most important projects and programmes relating to biodiversity funded by the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida).

1) Agrobiodiversity

· Support for the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research, a significant proportion of which goes to projects relating to biodiversity, including plant genetic resources.

· The Community Biodiversity Development and Conservation Programme, a network to support local plant breeding and enhance cooperation between ‘modern’ international and traditional local plant breeding activities.

· In the SADC region, support for the SADC Plant Genetic Resources Centre and national gene banks.

· Support for improved seed production, within the country programmes for Mozambique and Zambia.

· Survey of sorghum varieties in Zimbabwe.

· Funding for research on weeds in small-scale agricultural systems in Luapula, Zambia.

2) Forestry

· The FAO-based Forests, Trees and People Programme, in which methods for local and sustainable use of tree and forest resources are being developed.

· Support for forest programmes in Laos.

· Development of rapid propagation methods for indigenous tree species of economic significance in Ethiopia.

· Research into the ecology and management of indigenous forests in Zimbabwe.

· Development of improved management systems for dry tropical forests.

3) Marine environment/coastal zone development

· Regional marine research in East Africa, South-East Asia and the Caribbean.

· Cooperation with the International Centre for Living Aquatic Resources (ICLARM) relating to development in marine and coastal areas (fisheries and the coastal environment).

· Support through ICLARM for ReefBase’s international work on coral reefs.

· Support through the International Coral Reef Initiative for international activities and knowledge advancement relating to coral reefs and their importance.

· The World Resources Institute’s international and knowledge advancement activities relating to coral reefs and their importance.

· Cooperation with the East African Regional Seas Programme of the United Nations Environment Programme: preparatory activities (updating of the Nairobi Convention, inventory of current activities in East Africa, and programme planning to establish a Regional Coordination Unit), together with pilot activities and project support.

· Support through the International Atomic Energy Agency for studies of the distribution and effects of pesticides in marine and coastal areas.

· Marine environment projects through the Asian Development Bank (Coastal and Marine Environmental Management in the South China Sea, phase II: Cambodia, Vietnam and China).

· Research on marine resources: the biology of Inhaca Island, Mozambique.

· Marine research: ecological and physiological studies of coastal marine ecosystems.

· Research into the ecological significance of tropical benthic fauna in mangrove forests.

4) Water resources, aquaculture

· Environmental studies in the Okavango Delta, Botswana.

· Development of small-scale aquaculture at the Asian Institute of Technology.

· Development of aquaculture and water resources management in southern Africa, through ALCOM.

5) Arid/semi-arid regions

· Regional research and education programme in East Africa, including MSc course, focusing on sustainable use of biological diversity in arid/semi-arid regions.

· Research into human–land relationships in semi-arid regions of Tanzania.

6) Biodiversity in general

· Establishment of an information centre at the Instituto Nacional de Biodiversidad (INBio) in Costa Rica.

· Inventories of the flora of Ethiopia.

· Inventory of the flora of Somalia.

· Research on landscape ecology and ecological restoration in central Ethiopia.

· Society for Promotion of Wastelands Development, India.

· International Foundation for Science.

7) Support to NGOs – capacity-building, opinion-forming and policy work

The funding given to the following organizations includes significant components promoting the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity:

· Genetic Resources Action International (GRAIN) – genetic resources and biotechnology, policy development.

· World Conservation Union (IUCN).

· International Institute for Environment and Development, including ‘Hidden Harvest’, a project focusing on wild food resources.

· As a joint World Bank-IFPRI-Sida/SAREC project, genetic resources policy research on intellectual property rights relating to genetic material.

· Support to non-governmental environmental organizations through the Swedish Society for the Conservation of Nature.

· World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).

· Support to non-governmental environmental and development organizations through Future Earth.

· Support to the Centre for Science and Environment, India.

8) Internal policy development work

Since 1992, the following activities relating to policy and strategy issues, relevant to the promotion of biodiversity, have been undertaken or initiated:

· Guidelines on activities relating to biodiversity were adopted in 1994.

· An Action Programme for Sustainable Development was adopted in 1996.

· A broad-based study on food security in eastern and southern Africa was carried out in 1995/96.

· Sida’s seas and coastal zones initiative (in preparation), to elaborate (1) a policy/action plan for Sida; (2) guidelines on projects with impacts/potential impacts on sea areas and coastal zones; (3) proposals for tangible activities relating to seas and coastal zones (focusing on eastern and southern Africa and south-east Asia).

· Guidelines on environmentally sound energy assistance were adopted in 1997.

· Guidelines on activities relating to forestry were elaborated in 1997.

· A strategy on trade and the environment began to be prepared in 1997.

· Sida’s guidelines on environmental impact assessment are being revised in 1997.

· Guidelines on activities relating to agriculture began to be prepared in 1997.

In addition, in 1998, a strategy for biodiversity activities in the medium term (3–5 years) and an action plan for 1998 and 1999 will be adopted.
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In 2003 a new initiative - the Swedish International Biodiversity programme (SwedBio) - was initiated by Sida, based at the Swedish Biodiversity Centre. The main work of SwedBio is to promote a more proactive and strategic incorporation of and work with biodiversity issues from a livelihoods perspective within Swedish development cooperation through 

a) acting as a help-desk to Sida and providing assistance and comments on programmes and policies/strategies (eg country strategies) 

b) financially supporting small and strategic biodiversity projects (including civil society participation in international meetings)

c) participating in international processes and methods development (eg. on development of tools for linking biodiversity and the Millenium Development Goals, inclusion of biodiversity aspects within PRSPs etc).

	Goal 11
	Parties have improved financial, human, scientific, technical and technological capacity to implement the Convention.

	Target 11.1
	New and additional financial resources are transferred to developing country Parties, to allow for the effective implementation of their commitments under the Convention, in accordance with Article 20

	I) National target: Has a national target been established corresponding to the global target above?

	a) No
	X

	b) Yes, the same as the global target
	

	c) Yes, one or more specific national targets have been established
	

	Please provide details below.

	There is no financial target (such as % of ODA etc)  -or ”Biodiversity budget” - related specifically  to biodiversity-funding to developing countries. Support to biodiversity-relevant initiatives and activities form part of the overall support. Environmental sustainability is also a key aspect overrall within Swedish development Cooperation.  Direct and indirect support to biodiversity-related activities is hence substantial – both through funds channelled through the Swedish International development Cooperation Agency (Sida), and through funds channelled through Ministry of Foreign Affairs (such as Sweden´s contribution to the Global Environment Facility). Support – e g for developing country participation in CBD-meetings – is provided through the Ministry for Sustainable Development.

Regarding the broader policy framework:

· Biodiversity aspects (e.g. ABS – with focus on local indigenous and community rights) are explicitly covered within Sweden’s policy for global development.

· Some reference to international commitments, and development cooperation, within the new Environmental quality objective for biodiversity under consideration (e.g. highlighting the importance of addressing biodiversity aspects within bilateral country strategies).

· Sweden’s first Millenium Development Goals report addresses biodiversity in a special section.

· Sida has developed (1998) an overall policy on biodiversity (“Sida and the CBD”), and a number of issue-papers (on e.g. IPRs, biosafety/GMOs etc.)

Key points of departure and priorities for Sida’s biodiversity related work:

· Making strong linkages to poverty alleviation and local livelihoods (and the MDGs). Links to health, vulnerability, food security etc.

· Explicit reference to 2010-target.

· Focus on sustainable management and equity aspects (as linked to livelihoods and poverty alleviation of poor and local communities) – and role of local communities and indigenous peoples in managing biological resources.

· Consequently strong focus on sustainable use within managed landscapes. Acknowledging importance of ecosystem approach and role of ecosystem services.

Tools, methods and strategies:

· Strong focus on integration/mainstreaming in NRM-programmes.

· Strong focus on “up-streaming” planning through including biodiversity aspects in policies and strategies. Special attention given to addressing biological resources and their importance for poverty alleviation in development of Country Strategies.

· Strong focus on EIAs a mandatory tool for all supported development initiatives (EIA guidelines include biodiversity assessments).

· Strong focus on supporting civil society participation (NGOs, IPs, etc) in key international meetings and events

· Support also provided to projects/programmes with biodiversity objectives and/or components, e.g. through NGOs like IUCN and WWF, to research (e.g. CGIAR and others) and to strategic smaller initiatives focused on methods- and policy development for equitable and sustainable management of natural resources.

· Direct participation in important process (e.g concerning genetic resources and other processes)

· Support very seldom directly geared to direct implementation per se of a certain CBD work programme and/or guideline – but may often be in line with them. Most projects/programmes address a number of relevant aspects.

In 2003 a new initiative - the Swedish International Biodiversity programme (SwedBio) - was initiated by Sida, based at the Swedish Biodiversity Centre. The main work of SwedBio is to promote a more proactive and strategic incorporation of and work with biodiversity issues from a livelihoods perspective within Swedish development cooperation through 

a) acting as a help-desk to Sida and providing assistance and comments on programmes and policies/strategies (eg country strategies) 

b) financially supporting small and strategic biodiversity projects (including civil society participation in international meetings)

c) participating in international processes and methods development (eg. on development of tools for linking biodiversity and the Millenium Development Goals, inclusion of biodiversity aspects within PRSPs etc).

See also Question 138.



	III) Has the global or national target been incorporated into relevant plans, programmes and
strategies?

	a) No
	

	b) Yes, into national biodiversity strategy and action plan
	

	c) Yes, into sectoral strategies, plans and programmes
	X

	Please provide details below.

	Included in several Sida-policies, and the Swedish Policy on Global development.

The objectives are not specified as targets for financial transfers, but specify issues to focus on.


	IV) Please provide information on current status and trends in relation to this target.

	

	V) Please provide information on indicators used in relation to this target.

	

	VI) Please provide information on challenges in implementation of this target.

	The challenges can be split into two main categories: a) challenges in developing countries themselves, and b) challenges within Sweden regarding increasing the interest, understanding and commitment for support to biodiversity-related issues in developing countries.

We note that challenges in developing countries are multifold   and also vary from country to country. We also note that the CBD (COP6, under the Strategic Plan) agreed on an overall summary of the main challenges. We here wish to specifically high-light the role of governance failures, lack of information and awareness on the value of biodiversity to economic growth and poverty alleviation (including lack of valuation of ecosystem services) , and the role of perverse incentive systems. Lack of biological knowledge, including the fact that most components of biodiversity to a large extent still are not known well enough, is another challenge.

Within Swedish development cooperation a major challenge is to increase understanding and awareness about the key role biodiversity plays for poverty alleviation, growth and local livelihood, and to further demonstrate the importance of sustainable management of biodiversity  to the key goals of Swedish development cooperation (poverty alleviation and equity/human rights). It thus remain to further integrate biodiversity better in the key policy and strategy planning framework of Sida, such as country strategies, sector policies etc, as well as to increase capacity and competence to utilise and follow existing guidelines (such as EIA guidelines, guidelines for Strategic Environment Analysis etc).

	VII) Please provide any other relevant information.

	


Through the Swedish international development cooperation agency (Sida) about 400 million SEK annually is provided for projects/programmes with biodiversity objectives or with clear biodiversity biodiversity relevance. The amount within regional and national projects/programmes regarding sustainable management of natural resources (where biodiversity in most cases is an important dimension) is significant but has not been measured –and would indeed be very difficult to quantify.

There is no financial target for the amount of support to biodiversity initiatives. It is also impossible to judge how much of the present support that is “additional/new”. Basically all of the Swedish support (with minor exceptions) to biodiversity initiatives (whether NGOs, GEF, other multilaterals, regional or bilateral) is provided from the development assistance allocation. The overall targets for Swedish development cooperation disbursements are presently increasing again and is planned to reach the 1% target by end of 2006. Environmental disbursement will thus increase. It is also clear that the attention on environmental issues (including biodiversity) during the last 20 years has led to a substantial general increase in disbursements to environment and sustainable natural resource management (including biodiversity) during this period. This is coupled with a development of both polices/strategies and practical tools and methods (such as EIA and SEA guidelines and requirements). However, it is likely that the support to biodiversity (and environment) is WITHIN the overall allocation to development assistance – and part of the overall political and financial commitment – and not additional to it. At the same time it need again to be stressed that biodiversity and environmental commitments have increased significantly during the last 10 years.
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2.3.13 Swedish international development cooperation

Biodiversity is a crucial resource for the worlds’ poorest, and a fundamental Global Public Good. Rights to and sustainable management of biodiversity are often critical for local livelihoods, and are intimately linked to fundamental development aspects such as poverty, food security, equity, economic growth, health, and trade. Sustainable management of biodiversity and ecosystem services is thus a prerequisite for sustainable development and poverty alleviation in both local and global perspectives.

The Swedish parliament has, as a part of the Swedish Policy for Global Development, established the following overarching goal for Swedish development cooperation:

“To contribute to an environment supportive of poor people’s own efforts to improve their quality of life.”
The Swedish Policy for Global Development is based upon eight guiding principles of which one – sustainable use of natural resources and protection of the environment – is especially relevant to the articles of the CBD.

The Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, Sida, has provided support to projects relating to the objectives of the CBD and worked with integrating the objectives of the CBD into Sida’s work since the convention was ratified.

Points of departure for Sida’s biodiversity related work:

· Sida strives to make strong linkages to the Millennium Development Goals, incl. poverty alleviation, food security and local livelihoods, and health, etc.

· Ensure synergies with climate change and biodiversity.

· Focus on equity aspects (as linked to livelihoods and poverty alleviation of poor and local communities) and the role of local communities and indigenous peoples in managing biological resources.

Sida finds it important to ensure involvement of stakeholders such as poor people, indigenous and local communities and involvement of key sectoral agencies in biodiversity strategies and plans.

· Sida strives to work proactively through integration/mainstreaming of biodiversity within bilateral and regional programmes focused on natural resource management (agriculture, rural development, marine/coastal, forestry etc). Sida consequently gives strong focus to sustainable use within managed landscapes and acknowledges the importance of the ecosystem approach and the role of ecosystem services for human well-being and poverty alleviation.

· Sida works towards that strategies such as National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAP) and instruments such as Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs) and strategies to attain the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) should be mutually reinforcing. It is important that NBSAPs are considered in national budget processes, PRSPs, sector support etc, to be fully considered.

· Sida sees the need for increased capacity building and consideration regarding the link between ecosystem services and economic development. Using more of an MA (Millennium Ecosystem Assessment) approach, i.e., building on the MA framework and focusing more on ecosystem services, could potentially lead to better joint planning and implementation of e.g. PRSPs and NBSAPs since the term ecosystem services makes the concept of biodiversity easier to grasp for stakeholders in a society that is not familiar with why biodiversity is important for human wellbeing.

· Sida focuses on “up-streaming” planning through including biodiversity aspects in policies and strategies. Special attention is given to addressing biological resources and their importance for poverty alleviation in development of Country Strategies.

· EIAs/SEAs are a mandatory tool for all Sida supported development initiatives (EIA/SEA guidelines include biodiversity assessments).

· Sida through e.g. SwedBio1 supports development and dissemination of tools and methods for mainstreaming sector integration such as policy analysis, valuation of ecosystem services, biodiversity within Environmental Impact Assessment (EIAs) and Strategic Environmental Assessments (SEAs), and biodiversity indicators for different sectors and related to the 2010-target and CBD’s strategic plan.

· Support is also provided to projects/programmes with biodiversity objectives and/or components, e.g. through NGOs like IUCN and WWF, to research (e.g. CGIAR and others) and to strategic smaller initiatives focused on methods- and policy development for equitable and sustainable management of natural resources. Sida also supports civil society participation (NGOs, Indigenous Peoples, etc) in key international meetings and events.

· Support is very seldom directly geared to direct implementation of a certain CBD work programme and/or guideline – but may often be in line with them. Most projects andprogrammes address a number of relevant aspects.

In-situ conservation

Through international development cooperation Sweden supports several developing countries in various aspects of article 8, especially d, e, i and j.

Local communities and indigenous peoples are in many cases ultimately heavily affected by decisions taken in the major policy arenas. Despite this, they have often small possibilities and resources to make their voices heard and influence on these processes and decisions.

Sida therefore supports increased involvement and engagement of local actors in international policy processes related to biodiversity management, through many collaborative partners e.g. SwedBio. Some specific examples:

· Tebtebba Foundation: Indigenous peoples capacity building and advocacy project on CBD implementation. The over-all objective is to deepen indigenous peoples’ local-global understanding of CBD with a focus on enabling indigenous peoples’ participation in national implementation.

· Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity (IIFB): Indigenous participation at the 7th, 8th and 9th Conference of the Parties to the CBD (2004, 2006, 2008 respectively), was supported via the indigenous “platform” International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity (IIFB).

Through support to civil society networks methods for the co-management between governments and local groups of protected areas have been developed. The methods development has included both protected areas and zones around the protected areas.

Through international NGO networks Sida-support has been given to several countries for analysis of sustainable traditional management systems especially by indigenous groups but also other local groups.

Support to analysis of benefit sharing regarding protected areas and other biodiversity rich areas has been granted through studies of different methods for payments for ecosystems services (PES)

Substantial support to activities aiming at including local traditional and indigenous knowledge into decisions taken in the various work programmes to the convention and to the convention itself has been granted.

Efforts aiming at widening protection and sustainable use of biodiversity to encompass also areas outside protected areas have been supported through studies of biodiversity rich areas under management of local groups.

Ex-situ conservation

SADC Plan Genetic Resources Centre (SPGRC)

Since 1989, Sweden, through Sida has supported the SADC Plan Genetic Resources Centre (SPGRC) based in Lusaka, Zambia. SPGRC is involved in maintaining gene-banking facilities in all SADC Member States, training of personnel on conservation and utilisation of Plant Genetic Resources (PGRs) and coordination of technology development and transfer in germplasm conservation. It plays a key role in maintaining the Regional Central Accession Data Base for the PGRs. It maintains crop diversity with increased production and utilisation, thus bringing on board promotion of indigenous knowledge on farming practices and utilisation of conserved material at farmer level. It also works closely with the SADC Seed Security Network (SSSN) in contributing to the development of a harmonised Plant Breeders Rights legislation, which takes into account ‘Farmers Rights’ as reflected in the ITPGRFA.
The Eastern African Plant Genetic Resources Network (EAPGREN)

EAPGREN is a regional joint project established and supported by Sida since 1997, of National Agricultural Research Systems (NARS) of the Association for Strengthening Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central Africa (ASARECA) of Burundi, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Rwanda, Sudan and Uganda. EAPGREN tasks include development of operational and effective national programmes, support for countries to develop minimal conservation facilities and equipment, assistance in conservation of ex situ collections and development of human resources. Research activities mainly focus on objectives that address national or regional plant genetic resources constraints including adding value to germplasm to make it more useful for enhancement and breeding programmes, and advancing the science of PGR conservation and utilisation and development of methodologies.

South East European Development Network on Plant Genetic Resources (SEEDNet)

SEEDNet is a regional programme including Albania, Bosnia Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Moldova, Romania, Serbia and Slovenia. SeedNet is supporting the countries in their efforts to establish and strengthen national and regional programmes on PGR with special focus on conservation, utilisation, collaboration and networking among stakeholders at both national and regional levels. Sida has supported SEEDNet since 2004 when the programme was established.

Global Crop Diversity Trust

The Global Crop Biodiversity Trust is an independent international fund, established by the decision of the FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture in 2002. The objective of the Trust is to providing a permanent source of funds to support the long-term conservation of the ex situ germplasm, including characterisation, documentation, evaluation and exchange of related information, knowledge and technologies. Sida has offered substantial support to the Trust Fund.

In addition, Sida has made strong efforts of securing long term conservation strategies of genetic resources and of strengthening of capacity building and networking in Central Asia states. These efforts will not continue, due to new geographical priorities for Swedish development cooperation.

Sustainable use of components of biological diversity

Sustainable use and the sector approach is a key aspect and entry-point within Sweden’s development cooperation (providing useful linkages to the Millennium Development Goals and poverty alleviation ob jectives), especially in natural resource management programmes as forestry, agriculture, fishery and marine environment. In contributions to e.g. sector programmes, sustainable biodiversity and ecosystem services aspects are also handled to some extent in the planning process through SEAs and EIAs, and can also be part of the objectives of the programmes.
Research and training

Several education and training programmes are supported through Swedish international development cooperation, including:

· Two-year international M.Sc. programme on biodiversity management (at the Swedish Biodiversity Centre at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences)

· Regional training and research programme (MSc level) on dryland biodiversity in East Africa, executed in Ethiopia, Swedish funds ended 2006.

· International Foundation for Science, IFS, where support is given to MSc and PhD training in developing countries where biodiversity is an issue.

Research supported through international development cooperation funds includes e.g. action research through international and Southern-based research institutes, and in bilateral programmes where biodiversity (within biology/forestry) higher training (PhD level) is supported at Universities in e.g. Bolivia and Burkina Faso. Biodiversity management and local livelihoods are focal disciplines that are open for applications from Swedish researchers to the research department of Sweden’s international development cooperation agency, SAREC.

Several bilateral and regional research programmes are supported which include strong aspects of conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity – not least in the marine sector.

Public education and awareness

The Swedish Governments contributes 20 million SEK (which is not development cooperation funds) as core funding, which is disbursed according to voluntary indicative scale of contributions. In addition, earmarked contributions are made by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Environment, Swedish Environmental Protection Agency and Sida. The latest years Sweden has been one of the ten largest donors to UNEP. An important component in Sweden’s support is UNEP’s dissemination of awareness of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) and its conceptual framework.

As an important part of Swedish international development cooperation, government grants are made available through Sida for national NGOs to promote co-operation and joint campaigning with NGOs in the South working on protection of biodiversity and ecosystem services. The two most important Swedish environmental NGOs – the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation, SSNC, and WWF Sweden – both run Sida-funded programmes in the South focusing on sustainable agriculture, forestry and Integrated Water Resource Management in close collaboration with grassroot, research and policymaking organisations in developing countries. Apart from using them in the developing countries, outcomes, lessons learnt and experiences from these programmes are also brought to the Swedish public by SSNC and WWF with the help of seminars, websites, booklets, member magazines and other educational tools. The main message of this communication is the importance of protecting biodiversity in the South in order to secure access to and use of ecosystem services for successful poverty alleviation.

“The Global School” is a Sida-funded programme whose mission is to promote education on sustainable development from a global perspective in pre-school education, schools and adult education as well as provide information on the countries included in Sweden’s development co-operation programme. The main components of the “The Global School” curriculum are teacher training, developing educational tools and school exchange programmes on global sustainable development The Swedish International Centre of Education for Sustainable Development (SWEDESD) is a department of Gotland University. The Centre is financed by Sida. SWEDESD started in January 2008. Its purpose is to facilitate and support education and learning in the field of sustainable development. The Centre supports education for sustainable development (ESD) as a part of Sweden’s development cooperation.

The Centre has a broad scope including formal and informal educational organisations and the promotion of capacity development in ESD. SWEDESD intends to work with policy makers, officials, leaders and planners in pre-primary, secondary, higher and non-formal education, with governmental and civil society organisations (CSOs).

Access to Genetic Resources

Sida has adopted a policy that requires the establishment of a material transfer agreement (MTA) for financing research cooperation activities involving genetic material.

Sida prioritises support relating to fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of genetic resources and traditional knowledge. This includes support to the development of mechanisms that ensure compensation to those who have developed and preserved genetic resources and traditional knowledge, which now is used commercially. Sida works to increase the participation of governments, NGOs etc in developing countries in the international policy work related to genetic resources and ABS. The main objectives generally are to increase knowledge and understanding of the international processes and issues, to build capacity to develop national frameworks and legislations, allow for increased civil society participation, and ensure a broad variety of positions and opinions to be heard in the international discussions.

Sida has supported a number of capacity-building initiatives linked to ABS, for example:

· Advanced International Training Programme “Genetic Resources and Intellectual Property Rights- Pathways for development”, Svalöf, Sweden, each year since 2003. The Programme is arranged by the Stockholm Environment Institute, the Swedish Biodiversity Centre and Svalöf Weibull AB Two-week international training course on IPR and genetic resources (in Sweden)

· Addressed within regional gene bank initiatives (see Article 9) (SADC, East Africa, Balkans) and bio-technology initiative (BioEarn in Africa, see Article 19)

· Support to a number of NGOs and farmers' organisations working on seed supply systems, IPRissues and genetic policy through e.g. the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation International Collaborative Programme (SSNC), and SwedBio

· Direct Sida support to international non-governmental organisations such as the World Conservation Union (IUCN), World Resources Institute (WRI), International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) etc.

· Support to international agricultural research through the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR).

The Sida-funded programme SwedBio supports ABS-related work in many organisations, e.g. GRAIN, CBDC, Third World Network, ETC-group, African Biodiversity Network and Tebtebba Foundation.
Additionally, SwedBio provides specific support to civil society to develop their positions from local to global level and to participate in international processes related to CBD, including ABS.

Access to and transfer of technology

No specific targets have been formulated for technology transfer to developing countries (such as number of individuals to be trained, type of technology to be transferred etc). However, the broader - and more common - concept of capacity building is a corner stone of Swedish development cooperation, and all support – including supported biodiversity-related initiatives – strongly addresses the issues of capacity building. If technology transfer is interpreted in a more narrow sense – i.e., as transfer of technologies regarding genetic engineering and biotechnology – examples of Swedish support include (but are not limited to) e.g. the BioEarn programme in Eastern Africa, see below.

The Sida-funded East African Regional Programme and Research Network for Biotechnology, Biosafety and Biotechnology Policy Development (BioEarn) is strengthening research capacity in several fields related to biotechnology and in issues related to biopolicy and biosafety.

The build-up of regional research capacity and joint policy discussions related to biotechnology are of crucial importance when decision-makers and civil society are confronted with the growing importance of biological resource management.

Capacity building in a “sandwich” model is a joint effort between Swedish universities and their African counterparts. It means that PhD-students from Africa study their own countries' problems but divide their time between their home university and a Swedish institution.

The Master programme is implemented at the Swedish Biodiversity Centre, supported by Sida, and takes an interdisciplinary approach to conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and the relationship between biological diversity and human societies. The course schedule includes basic elements of capacity building related to the Cartagena protocol on biosafety.

Sida has since 2003 supported the course “Genetic Resources and Intellectual Property Rights”, implemented by Swedish Biodiversity Centre, Svalöf Consulting AB and Stockholm Environmental Institute.

The aim with the course is to train senior national actors from developing countries implementing obligations in different international treaties and conventions related to biological matter, such as WTO/TRIPS, UPOV-91, FAO ITPGRFA, and CBD including the Cartagena Biosafety Protocol. The main focus of the course is the understanding of the interconnections between the treaties related to genetic resources and IPRs, and the importance of a comprehensive strategy when the countries are implementing them. So far during the six years the course has been implemented, almost 200 people from the Andean Community, Southern and East Africa, Southeast Asia, China and Central Asia have benefited from the course.

The Sida-funded SwedBio programme supports biosafety capacity building integrated in other activities related to biodiversity and genetic resources. SwedBio has during the period given priority to supporting involvement and participation of NGOs, indigenous groups and local communities in for example COP8 of CBD and MOP3 of Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety in Curitiba, March 2006.

Swedish biological museums by means of numerous loans from the collections and by means of reception of visiting scientists and other international scientific cooperation contribute to the transfer of technology and technology cooperation.

Exchange of information

Sida contributes to Article 17 in various ways. Amongst other initiatives Sida contributes to organisations like IUCN, World Resources Institute, Swedish Society for Nature Conservation, SwedBio etc. and to programmes on country frame budgets that disseminate information on ecosystem services to decisionmakers, contribute to development of ideas, methods and policies regarding biodiversity and local livelihoods.

Sidaalso provides financial support to a number of strategic initiatives that directly contribute to exchange of information, development of ideas, methods and policies regarding biodiversity and local livelihoods. These initiatives support capacity building, intended to both encourage development of enabling institutional frameworks, and more hands-on biodiversity-based production and marketing practices.

This is done through supporting policy development, development of tools and methods, and net-working (including exchange, learning, and communication) in these areas.

Technical and scientific cooperation

The main part of the Swedish support to research in developing countries is provided through Sida-SAREC. This includes (but is not limited) support to:

· The Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) which consists of 16 research institutes with diverse mandates related to research on agriculture, forestry and fisheries.

· Victoria lake multidisciplinary research including use and function within the lake system

· MEKARN; Research Cooperation For Livestock-Based Sustainable Farming Systems In The Lower Mekong Basin

· A large number of initiative focusing on marine and coastal research, including e.g. CORDIO in East Africa, WIOMSA and other marine initiatives.

· Research on sustainable forest management, e.g. AFORNET in Africa (phasing out after 2008).

· AfriMab research collaboration initiated between Stockholm Resilience Centre, and selected Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB) reserves in Africa.

· International and regional action and policy research institutes, like African Centre for Technology Studies (ACTS), where biodiversity and natural resource management is one focus area.

· SwedBio’s financial support to methods development in southern NGO networks (like African Biodiversity Network and others) in supporting sound ecosystem management, local knowledge and biodiversity conservation.

Handling of biotechnology and distribution of its benefits

Sweden is a party of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. Development cooperation related to Biotechnology and distribution of its benefits thus has been reported in the First National report to the Biosafety Protocol. Sida contributes to various activities related to biotechnology:

Sida has since 1999 supported the East African Regional Programme and Research Network for Biotechnology, Biosafety and Biotechnology Policy Development. (BIO-EARN). The BIO-EARN Programme was developed by Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) in close collaboration with the East African Network partners. The mission of the BIO-EARN Programme is to build capacity in biotechnology in Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda and to promote appropriate research and related policies.

The programme aims to use biotechnology in a sustainable manner in order to help improve livelihoods, ensure food security and safeguard the environment. Overall programme objectives are to enable the countries in the region to develop biotechnologies and policies according to their own needs, abilities and opportunities; to promote collaboration in biotechnology, biosafety and biotechnology development to address key challenges and opportunities in the region; and to foster communication between scientists, policymakers, biosafety regulatory officials and private sector nationally and regionally.

In addition, Sida sees as one of its roles to increase the capacity of partners to make their own decisions– based on informed assessments of potentials and risks with different forms of biotechnology. Sida thus supports a critical and vibrant debate on biotechnologies including GMOs with involvement by e.g. civil society and others representing poor and small scale farmers.

The support to civil society involvement is canalised though Sida support to Civil Society in Sweden, e.g. the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC) International Programme. Likewise, the Sida-funded SwedBio supports international and regional networks engaged in policy and advocacy work related to biodiversity, biosafety and biotechnology, e.g. Third World Network, ETC Group, GRAIN and the CBDC Network.

The 2010 biodiversity targets

Sida has contributed to the achievement of the 2010 biodiversity targets by providing support to projects and programmes that contribute to the possibility to reach the targets, and by mainstreaming biodiversity issues in Swedish development cooperation, as described above.

Sida has also through e.g. SwedBio supported indicator work related to the 2010 targets and the strategic plan:

· Tebtebba Foundation/International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity (IIFB) has been supported for the project “International Expert Seminar on Indicators Relevant to Indigenous Peoples, the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)”. The primary objective of the project has been met, that is to carry forward a structured technical process under the auspices of the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity (IIFB) Working Group on Indicators to identify a limited number of meaningful indicators relevant for Indigenous Peoples, the CBD Strategic Plan and 2010 Biodiversity Target and the Millennium Development Goals.

· The World Resources Institute (WRI) project “Mainstreaming Ecosystem Services in Socioeconomic Decisions” includes a component on assessment of the state of indicators for ecosystem services. WRI has assessed how effectively each indicator conveys information for each regulating, provisioning and cultural service to support policy-making, as well as the relevance of ecosystem services indicators for understanding the links between ecosystem services and poverty.

· Global Invasive species programme (GISP) has developed a tentative indicator for trends in Invasive Alien Species (IAS).

· United Nations Environment Programme – World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEPWCMC) has been supported for the project “Indicators, Capacity Building and Connecting to the MDGs” with the objective to contribute to the 2010 targets by furthering the development and implementation of a set of approved biodiversity headline indicators. Indicator linking biodiversity and health & well-being is under development. The indicator for the 2010 biodiversity target developed by UNEP-WCMC has been included into the final list of Millennium Development Goal (MDG) indicators.

Financial Resources

Sida contributes annually to a large number of organisations, programmes and projects that work with biodiversity and ecosystem services as their primary objective or have clear biodiversity relevance, but today Sida does not have any statistics on the exact amount. The amount within regional and national projects and programmes regarding sustainable management of natural resources (where biodiversity in most cases is an important dimension) is significant but has not been measured – and would be very difficult to quantify. Direct and indirect support to biodiversity-related activities is thus substantial but hard to quantify.

Funds are also channelled through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (such as Sweden’s contribution to the Global Environment Facility). Support – e g for developing country participation in CBD-meetings – is provided through the Ministry for Sustainable Development.

The overall targets for Swedish development cooperation disbursements are presently 1% of GNI. It is also clear that the attention to environmental issues (including biodiversity) during the last 20 years has led to a substantial general increase in disbursements to environment and sustainable natural resource management (including biodiversity) during this period.

There is no financial target for the amount of support to biodiversity initiatives. Environmental sustainability is a key aspect overall within Swedish development Cooperation. Aid modalities developed in the wake of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness mean that aid flows to an increasing extent are channelled as sector and/or budget support (with decreasing funds available as dedicated or earmarked funds.) There is an increased focus on donor agencies' responsibilities in assisting developing countries to ensure integration of biodiversity concerns in their development and planning framework and budgeting.

2.5.4 Protected areas: Financial support to developing countries

Sweden has, within its international development cooperation, substantially supported the progress of especially programme element 2 on the Programme of Work on Protected Areas through e.g.: 

· Regional workshops for indigenous and other forest dependent groups for capacity building and information prior to the second Ad Hoc meeting of Working Group on Protected Areas (WGPA).

· Capacity building and support to the same groups in connection with the two WGPA meetings.

· Support to Civil Society networks with aims to including voices from civil society in CBD processes related to Programme of Work on Protected Areas.

Sweden has also supported activities to integrate protected areas into broader land- and seascapes through supporting studies aiming at validating biodiversity values in areas managed sustainably by local communities.

Sweden has supported method development in relation to co-management (government and local groups) of protected areas aiming at improving site-based protected area planning and management.

� Sweden (1995). Bill to Parliament 1993/94:30: A Strategy for Biological Diversity, and Bills to Parliament in 1996 (1996/97:75) and 1997 (1997/98:2) on action plans for biodiversity, 239 pp.


� Sweden (2001a). Sweden’s National Report, 148 pp.


� Sweden (2005). Third National Report, 196 pp.


� Sweden (2009). Fourth National Report, 2 April 2009, 123 pp.
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