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Technologies relevant to biodiversity conservation and sustainable use have been transferred to Malawi. For example fish cage farming has improved availability of chambo in Lake Malawi. Technologies in capture and translocation of elephants have improved distribution and protection of elephants and have reduced the elephant human conflicts experienced in Phirilongwe Forest Reserve.
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· In the absence of monitoring programme this is difficult to assess. But the PPP arrangement in Majete Wildlife Reserve is facilitating sustainable management of the reserve leading to sustainable use of resources from the reserve.

· Nyika-Vwaza Association through an agreement with DNPW is allowed to harvest resources from the park on sustainable basis. The Resource Use Programme is an incentive for communities to participate in the management and sustainable use of resources (e.g. honey) in the park.

· Lake Malawi has high levels of nutrients from agricultural activities. These have changed water quality and have affected fish abundance such that some fish are more abundant in the Mozambique side of the lake.
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· Between 1980 and 200 Malawi experienced an annual decline of about 9,000 tonnes of Chambo fish production due to over fishing. Recent figures show an increase in fish catches from 10,000 tonnes in 1991 to above 13,000 tonnes in 2007.

· Population trends in Nyika National Park show a general decline. The decline of Roan Antelope and Zebra is of much concern as the two are key species for tourist attraction in the park.

	Species
	2008
	2005
	Trend (%)

	Roan
	611
	827
	-26

	Eland
	1198
	952
	+26

	Zebra
	300
	476
	-37

	K/Springer
	44
	62
	-29

	Common duiker
	171
	187
	-9

	Bushbuck
	93
	138
	-33

	Bush pig
	41
	38
	+8

	Warthog
	192
	175
	+10


Data Source: DNPW
· A general decline has also been observed in Vwaza wildlife Reserve with zebra as the most affected. Elephants are the only animals that increased between 1985 and 2007.

	Animal species
	2007
	2002
	1985

	Elephants
	460
	342
	250

	Buffaloes
	34
	140
	900

	Kudu
	135
	222
	500

	Hartebeest
	30
	201
	700

	Roan
	206
	140
	700

	Zebra
	4
	16
	250

	Warthog
	223
	201
	1500

	Reedbuck
	30
	152
	300

	Bushbuck
	139
	71
	700

	Grysbok
	59
	55
	1000

	Common duiker
	131
	140
	1000


Data Source: DNPW
Trade
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· Recent increases in elephant populations indicate that there has been significant reduction on elephant poaching (which is triggered by international trade).

· Rhinos were extinct in Malawi due to international trade, these have been reintroduced and population is estimated to be 15 rhinos.

· Status of threatened species has remained the same, but there is potential for medicinal plants such as Mondia whitei, aloes becoming increasing rare due to international trade.
Malawi has various instruments that regulation international trade and these include the Investment Promotion Act, Malawi Bureau of Standards, Control of Goods Acts, The Customs and Excise Act, EMA, National Park and Wildlife Act, Forestry Act and the Fisheries Conservation and Management Act.

· Current projects on traditional medicine aim at promoting cultivation of rare medicinal plants to reduce pressure on wild populations.

Weakness:

· Lack of harmonization between sectoral policies and laws which have provisions for international trade,

· inadequate understanding of the mechanisms and instruments regulating international trade,

· uncoordinated issuing of collection and expert permits, ineffective monitoring and non compliance.

Priority: Produced a comprehensive list of traded plants.
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