Trade

Solomon Islands’ national report
 discussed trade in species.

When Solomon Islands became a party to CITES, all requirements of CITES determined export of wildlife species from Solomon Islands. Thus far export of wildlife species from Solomon Islands has been greatly reduced and has diminished for many species which were exported prior to the accession to CITES.

The Wildlife Management and Protection Act has schedules which controls the export and exploitation of a number of wildlife species. Many endangered, rare and endemic species are either banned from export or are under some form of management under schedules to the Act. Some marine species are also controlled under Fisheries act such as marine turtles and mammals, crocodiles, corals and marine shells. A number of forestry species are already banned from export under the Forestry Resources and Timber Utilization Act. 

The Wildlife Management and Protection Act 1998 enabled Solomon Islands to accede to CITIES which in turn enabled Solomon Islands to fully adhere to CITIES requirements and reduced international trade in wild flora to almost nothing in the last few years.

Consumption

Solomon Islands produce a list of non-edible and non-commercial species in consultation with relevant Ministries (MF, MAL).

In the fisheries sector, the acts referred to earlier include management control measures which include species allowed for harvest for export, banning of harvest of certain species during spawning and mating periods, limits on sizes of selected species subjected to domestic and external demands, limits of certain capture fisheries technologies, limits (quotas) on amounts of species harvested, requiring licenses for export of harvested species, limits to fishing areas and so forth. There is a current ban on various products including sea cucumber and live fish.

The previous Solomon Taiyo fishing operation has undergone various assessments to meet criteria for export to the EU for its products. These include stringent sustainable management conditions to be met in the whole operation from harvesting to processing.

In the forestry sector, a logging code has already been adopted and implemented; and various conditions have been adopted for the industry to adhere to under the Forestry Resources and Timber Utilization Act.

The said Act also included various management control measures to be adhered to by all in the Forest and Timber industry. These include the requirement of licenses for harvest, limits to machines used, altitudinal limits to areas under harvest, limits to areas near rivers and streams, only selected species allowed for harvest and export and ban on others selected species limits, and requirement for approval of harvesting plan before operations begin. One of the largest forestry plantations has been approved under the Forestry stewardship council for its operation.

Under the Wildlife Management and Protection Act, many of the species that can be allowed for export have been subjected quotas or can be subjected quotas depending on the CITIES conditions. The requirement for implementation of CITIES requirements as conditions of export at the national level has also assist in consideration of sustainable management principles.

Under the Environment Act and regulations, various development activities are required to undergo some form of EIA which then allowed consideration of sustainable development principles in development activities. One of the main aims of the Act as well many of the new Acts is to promote sustainable use and consumption.

Site specific management plans covering conservation areas are promoting sustainable use and consumption and have received wide support from the local communities and the resource owners.

In the tourism sector, Solomon Islands promote and market an eco-tourism destination which depends on a good quality environment and promoting sustainable use. Best practice standards have been promoted in the development of this industry.

In the agriculture sector, there are various programmes that promote sustainable use and consumption. It is in this sector that the promotion of sustainable use and consumption becomes critical. The sustainable management of land that is used for agriculture is one that has been promoted for a long time. The Ministry of Agriculture is currently implementing the Sustainable Land Management project under the UNCCD which covers various aspects of the sustainable use of land.

In the 1990s and 2000s a number of new acts have been promulgated by parliament which promotes sustainable development principles. These include the Fisheries act, Environment Act, shipping act, Mines and Minerals Act, Wildlife Management and Protection Act and Protected Areas Act.

Under the Environment Act, many development activities are categorized as prescribed developments and require some forms of EIA which examines potential impacts of development activities and proposes ways of mitigating the potential impacts.

As already referred to earlier many of the new acts have new management measures that control resources harvesting and implements limits on harvesting methods. Developments in sensitive areas are well considered under the EIA process.

Harvesting of selected species are managed under the fisheries act. Size limits are adopted for a variety of species including trochus, cray fish and lobsters, coconut crab, and beech-demer. Management measures also include limits on harvesting seasons and capture fisheries technologies used in harvesting.
Solomon Islands
Solomon Islands
 presented a theme on capacity building.

The NCSA report (2006) indicates that lack of capacity within government agencies to address the national environment agenda is an impediment to the implementation of international conventions. The MECM, like other government agencies, has goals to increase numbers of staff but the budget allocation is insufficient to implement such an increase. Carrying out environmental programs needs qualified and technical people who are in short supply at present. About eighty percent of Solomon islanders are rural dwellers and it is recognised that building local capacity through awareness and an internship program will enhance conservation of biodiversity.

Strategy goal: Empower stakeholders to effectively participate in the conservation and sustainable use of biological resources.

Objective 1: Ensure that Biodiversity components are included in the formal education curriculum for primary, secondary, vocational levels.

Actions: Collaborate with Curriculum Development Centre (CDC) (and other environment educational institutions/organization/agencies) to develop biodiversity educational material for use in primary, secondary, tertiary and vocational institutions. Liaise with various institution such as churches, CBOs, and women’s groups to include biodiversity components into their courses and training programs.

Objective 2: Ensure the resource owners and public at large are better informed about biodiversity components. Actions: Establish a National Biodiversity Information Centre to house all biodiversity information. Conduct public awareness programs on biodiversity through the appropriate meda. Strengthen public officers’ ability to carry out enforcement and monitoring.

Objective 3: Ensure that more training in the area of biodiversity is carried out. Actions: Undertake training-needs assessment to address capacity gaps relating to biodiversity. Establish and support internship programs. Strengthen/maintain existing capacity building institutions/programmes.

Solomon Islands’ national report
 briefed that the transfer of knowledge has been mainly through ad hoc arrangements under various projects but has not been at an effective level. A number of the projects implemented by NGOs have been focusing on assessment techniques and methods. More should be done to assist statutory and permanent institutions where relevant technologies can be effectively transferred to a wider audience than is currently the case. Many of the technology transferred has been in the field of land management, forestry, agriculture, fisheries, geology and conservation management.

Solomon Islands has a number of technical cooperation agreements with some countries but has not made full use of such cooperative agreements to its advantage due mostly to lack of resources and capacity.
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