Biodiversity Offset Mechanisms in Mexico
Offset mechanisms

(2006)

In Mexico, since 1988, which published the General Law of Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection (LGEEPA, which corresponds to a framework law), is established as obligation for project developers, to subject to impact assessment environmental and thus obtain the resolution, which may or may not determine the environmental feasibility for the realization of works and activities. The spirit of the environmental impact assessment is to avoid or minimize adverse effects on the environment, including biological components, which can lead to the development of activities and development works.

The environmental impact assessment, is ready for works and activities listed in Article 28 of the Act, such as: water projects, communication routes, pipelines, pipelines for the exploitation and transformation of mineral oil as well as and substances reserved to the Federation, in connection with hazardous waste, industrial parks, housing developments, which may impact on wetlands as well as in natural protected areas, changes in land use, as well as aquaculture and agriculture, among others. All these activities may or may not involve encumbrances on biodiversity. However, it is through studies that are reviewed and dictate where you can determine the specific measures to prevent, mitigate or compensate for any possible affectation of the living area of influence of any development project. This is specified in Article 5 of the Rules of LGEEPA environmental impact.

There is a Memorandum of Understanding with the United States of America to work together on matters relating to the protection and conservation of the environment, signed on May 18, 2000, which includes issues relating to environmental impact and risk.

In the US-Mexico Environmental Program Border 2012 requires the evaluation of impacts on air, water and soil. On the other hand, it is currently negotiating with the United States of America an "Agreement on Transboundary Environmental Impact Assessment."

In the Agreement on Environmental Cooperation of North America, Article 10 (7) establishes the obligation of developing, recommendations for an agreement on the environmental impact assessment of proposed projects likely to have significant adverse effects on the border region. To this end, the Council issued Resolution 95-07 by which the Secretariat should prepare a report thereon, in 1997 was presented the "Draft North America Agreement on Transboundary Environmental Impact Assessment" prepared by an expert group at the request of Council and the resulting decision of the latter is that the parties conclude a legally binding agreement on the matter, which has not yet been completed. Update Information

The Secretary of Environment and Natural Resources participates through the International Affairs Coordinating Unit as one of the representatives of bilateral commissions-Mexico Mexico-Belize as well as in identifying problems and proposals for its attention which cover the number or potential significant impacts could result from projects or activities of government of countries and that can affect biological diversity.

Moreover, within the Federal Attorney for Environmental Protection in 1992, it created the Orientation Center for Environmental Emergency Response (COATEA). Which has as main objective to provide, in a timely and reliable information, guidance and technical assistance necessary to the attention of environmental contingencies and emergencies that occur in Mexico, associated with the handling of chemicals, as well as information technique related to: property, management and support of chemical substances, fate and behavior of substances in the environment, control strategies leaks, spills, fires and explosions of chemicals, personal protective equipment, in addition to acting as a center communication and liaison with other public and private, national and / or international, involved in the care of environmental emergencies.

Under the Convention on Cooperation for the Protection and Improvement of the Environment in the Border Area, signed in 1983 by Mexico and the United States in 1984 was integrated Annex II, which is agreed to establish the Joint Contingency Plan Mexico-United States and derived from that plan have created a joint response teams and established the conditions for cooperation in case of accidents.

Under the US-Mexico Environmental Program Border 2012, it has a border working group called "Emergency Preparedness and Response." Its antecedent is the Joint Response Team formed under the Binational Border XXI Program, which developed a Joint Contingency Plan geared to environmental emergencies involving chemicals.

Statewide, the majority of the states have a Contingency Program or Environmental Manual, which allow implementing the actions necessary to imminent risk resulting from human activities or natural phenomena, which can jeopardize the integrity and balance of an ecosystem, and even human health.

On the subject of fire, CONABIO account since 1999 with the "Program for detection of hot spots using remote sensing techniques" in order to timely detect burned areas and prioritize conservation actions during the dry season in Mexico. Using this system, every day is detected hot spots in Mexico and reports via email to the institutions involved in monitoring and fighting forest fires. Currently, the coverage of this program includes Guatemala, El Salvador and Costa Rica.

In the LGEEPA provides that without prejudice to criminal or administrative sanctions as appropriate, any person who pollutes the environment or impair or affect natural resources and biodiversity, will be responsible and shall make good the damage caused, in accordance with the applicable civil legislation. Term is established as to demand environmental responsibility, five years from the date of the occurrence of the act, fact or omissions.
On the other hand, the law provides for the payment of financial guarantees such as insurance and bonding environment, themselves, used and set on projects where significant environmental impacts are identified, with which it seeks to promote you to the project and government can ensure the protection of environmental components or repair of damage.

Since 2003, CONABIO has a program of environmental restoration and compensation has as main objective to carry out actions aimed at the restoration and recovery of ecosystems and natural resources of our country, for various reasons are damaged or deteriorated. When your recovery is not possible, by way of compensation, measures are taken to prevent damage occurring elsewhere or mitigate them. This is achieved through support for projects or programs for that purpose, according to the thematic lines and priorities established for the program. The resources are there in this program come from administrative agreements that are signed voluntary agreement between the Federal Environmental and particularly to the latter's request, to perform remedial actions and / or compensation for environmental damages to correct irregularities in compliance with environmental regulations.

Through the evaluation of environmental impact statements and studies of risk and determine the impacts or potential significant risks that may arise from the works and activities and establish mitigation measures, including the adoption of control measures and safety necessary, regularly, can be verified through tracking and monitoring programs that rely on indicators of success. Among the many programs that have been established for the projects evaluated in terms of environmental impact include focusing on the protection, recovery and recolonization as has been the rescue and recovery of species of mangrove, forest, forests, the establishment of areas for the safeguarding and conservation of ecosystems, protection of species in the NOM-059-SEMARNAT-2001, among others.

In the LGEEPA include the right of the authority for inspection and monitoring the adoption of security measures or urgent application, where there is risk of imminent ecological crisis or serious damage or deterioration of natural resources, presence of contamination with dangerous implications for ecosystems, their components or to public health. For this purpose, the Secretary, founded and substantiated, may order any of the following security measures:

I. - The temporary closure of part or all of the sources of pollution, as well as facilities that are handled or stored specimens, products or byproducts of species of flora or wildlife, timber, or the activities that will develop rise to the cases referred to in the first paragraph of this article;
II .- The precautionary assurance materials and wastes, as well as specimens, products or byproducts of species of flora or wildlife or their genetic material, timber, besides goods, vehicles, tools and instruments directly related to the conduct giving rise to the imposition of the security measure, or
III .- The neutralization or any similar action that prevents hazardous materials or generate the expected effects of the first paragraph of this article.
In addition, the Secretary may be brought by the competent authority, the execution of one or more of the security measures established in other ordinances.

a) outcomes and impacts of actions taken
A subject that has been pending for the authorities responsible for the Environmental Impact Assessment in Mexico, is the determination of the effectiveness of the measures that have been established to prevent, mitigate and compensate the damages on the environment. However, the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources, and specifically in the General Directorate of Environmental Impact and Risk, actions are being conducted to monitor the conditions to determine the degree of compliance and success of each measure in particularly those projects which have significant environmental impacts identified.

c) contribution to progress towards the 2010 target;
As part of the analysis is performed, it includes recognition of the value and services provided by environmental components, evaluations are oriented to the establishment of such measures as the following.
1. Improving water quality, air and soil, through the use of environmental technologies to prevent and reduce any impact as pollution.
2. Increasing vegetation cover through reforestation provisions or retain compensation for areas of forest, forest, scrub, mangroves, among others.
3. To respect and protect the natural protected areas
4. Rescue and recovery of species that may be at some risk status and may suffer any adverse environmental impact and therefore able to guarantee its existence through monitoring and control programs.
5. Preventive measures to avoid affecting endemic populations, the use of exotic species in development projects
Ensuring innovative practices for the management and treatment of various types of waste.
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