Offset mechanisms

(Madsen 2010)

The concept of environmental offsets has been discussed in Sweden since the middle of the 1990s, but the country’s Environmental Code incorporates offsets that are mandatory in only a few cases. Legal regulations that provide for offsets attached to different permits, approvals and exemptions granted are not used extensively by the licensing authorities, even though some compensation measures for road building are undertaken by the Swedish Roads Administration.6 With the exception of certain nature reserves including Natura 2000 areas, Sweden presently does not have strong legally binding requirements for environmental offsets. There have been several voluntary attempts in Swedish municipalities to implement environmental offsets in urban development planning (Gothenburg, for example).7 To date, there have been no proposals for the implementation of banking or compensation pool schemes in Sweden.

(Madsen 2011)

In Sweden, an April 2011 workshop was convened to explore what a national ecological compensation system might look like. Attended by Swedish municipalities, government agencies, biodiversity-focused research and advocacy groups, and academia, the meeting aimed to get a national dialogue started on using biodiversity offsets to halt ongoing losses of natural resources on unprotected lands.
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