Payment for ecosystem services

Belgium
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Flemish region:

· Agri-environment schemes (in cooperation with the administrations for land use management and agriculture). Schemes for field margin management and for the management of small landscape elements (pools, hedges, wooded banks), which aim to strengthen the ecological infrastructure in farmland areas, have been widely adopted by farmers. At the end 2007, 1 236 ha of field margins (4.9 times the target) had been installed and schemes for 81.7 ha of wooded banks and 179 km of hedges were in place (60% of the target). The agri-environmental schemes aimed at the development, conservation and restoration of specific farmland species and communities have been far less successful. By the end of 2007 only 37% of the intended 1 500 ha for species protection (meadow birds and Common Hamster) and 29% of the intended 6 000 ha for botanical grassland management had been realised.
Walloon region:

The agri-environmental measures largely relate to biodiversity, the landscape and protection of surface and underground waters. At the end of 2006, nearly half of farmers were involved in one or more agri-environmental measure. The most successful measures were those for hedges, iso​lated items (trees, ponds) and winter coverage of the ground before a spring crop. More than 9,600 km of hedges were subsidised as AEMs in 2006, while nearly 25,000 hectares of fields were given winter coverage (just under 20 % of the land covered by the main ar​able spring crops). The agri-enviromental programmes are reviewed reg​ularly in order to target the most effective measures and priority zones from an environmental perspective. Comparing the situation in the Walloon Region at the end of 2006 with the aims of the Plan wallon de Déve​loppement Rural (PDR) 2000-2006(2) shows that apart from the lengths of hedges and maintenance of low livestock densities, which have been very successful, the aims of the PDR have generally only been 50 to 80 % successful. It should also be observed that the budget allocated to the AEMs was 14.2 million € in 2007, which was five times the 2004 budget. http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProblematique.aspx?id=p018.
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