The Socio Bosque Program in Ecuador

Introduction

Ecuador
 reported that it has a forest cover of about 10 million hectares, which includes the tropical rainforest, montane forest, high Andean forest and dry forest. Only 40% of these forests are part of the National Protected Areas System (SNAP), and 60% is in the hands of private owners, municipalities and indigenous communities.

Native forests, moors and other native vegetation are extremely important for the environmental services they provide, among these, carbon storage, biodiversity conservation, protection of soil and freshwater. Forests have a high economic, cultural and spiritual value.

Despite the wealth that Ecuador has in its native vegetation, there are high levels of deforestation, implying a loss of ecosystem services and livelihoods for thousands of people living in the forest, as well as the resulting CO2 emissions caused by deforestation, representing approximately 55 million tons per year. The poverty of the majority of forest owners (130 of the 200 poorest parishes are located in forest areas) becomes more complex for forest protection because of the lack of incentives for conservation. Many owners prefer to give other use of their forests, though this can seriously affect their long-term survival.

In accordance with the National Development Plan which proposes to reduce the deforestation rate by 50%, the Government implemented through the Ministry of Environment Socio Bosque Program. The program provides economic incentives to farmers and indigenous communities that voluntarily commit to the conservation and protection of native forests, deserts or other native vegetation. 
The objectives of the Socio Bosque

The objectives of the Socio Bosque are
:

· Conserve native forests and other native ecosystems and protect their enormous ecological, economic, cultural and spiritual values. The goal is to preserve 4 million acres of forest and other native ecosystems in the next seven years, equivalent to 66% of unprotected forests of Ecuador.

· Significantly reduce deforestation (50%) and the resulting emissions of associated greenhouse gases (generating Certified Emission Reduction of greenhouse gases from avoided deforestation - CER's).

· Improve the living conditions of farmers, indigenous and other rural population of the country, which are expected to benefit between 500,000 and 1 million people.

Operation of the program
The program provides a financial incentive per hectare directly to forest owners. The incentive can be up to $ 30 per hectare/year. The delivery of this incentive is subject to the protection and conservation of forests, that is, people who receive the incentive are tracking the conditions identified in the agreement that is signed with the Ministry of Environment.

All individuals, communities and towns or legally constituted indigenous nationalities can participate in the Socio Bosque. The priority areas meet the following criteria: areas with high threat of deforestation, areas relevant to the generation of environmental services and areas with high poverty levels. The agreement by which property owners agree to preserve the area inscribed in Socio Bosque has the duration of 20 years.
Interested parties must submit certain documents for registration, the most important is title to the property. After an analysis of the prioritization of areas and field verification process, the premises that are qualified to be part of Socio Bosque will sign an agreement upon delivery of documents.
Results 

For the period October 2009

The program has benefited about 30,000 people, preserving 323,023 hectares of forest, accounting for incentives totaling $ 1.5 million per year. The provinces of Morona Santiago, Pastaza, and Esmeraldas Sucumbíos represent 82% of total acres preserved to date.
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