Latvia (lv)

Payment for ecosystem services

 (2005)

Latvian Ministry of Environment has drafted law on the compensation of the loss due to the restriction of economic activity in the protected areas. The objective of the draft law is to compensate loss of income or additional costs resulting from the total or partial restriction of the economic activities (mostly forestry) for the sake of nature protection. Two kind of compensation is provided in the law – financial compensation and land swaps. Compensation will be granted only for those restrictions, which totally limit landowner’s ability to get financial profit out of their property (e.g. total ban of forestry activities or general felling of the forest stands).

(2010)

Establishment of compensation mechanism for forest management in protected territories for private land owners was included as one of the priority actions in the previous National Environmental Policy Plan (2004-2008). The respective law and government regulations were adopted in 2006 and system of compensations came into operation. This was a great success in nature conservation in Latvia, which also positively changed attitude of land owners towards nature protection. From 2006-2008 compensations for forestry restrictions in approximately 2300 ha were paid. Unfortunately, since the beginning of 2009 due to severe economical situation, payments are postponed. 
Attraction of funding from the EU LIFE Nature and ERDF programmes can be mentioned as another great success. From 2001 (when funding from the EU LIFE programme became available for Latvia) till 2009, 15 LIFE projects were implemented. A lot of different habitat and species habitat management and restoration activities in different protected territories have been implemented through these projects, informational/educational materials published, management plans elaborated. Local municipalities, land owners and other stakeholders were largely involved in implementation of these projects through development of management plans for protected territories, through implementation of practical management activities etc. Also significant number of tourism infrastructure elements (information centres, nature trails, view towers, information signs etc.) were created within the EU LIFE and ERDF projects. 
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