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Measure 3 Agri-environment payments constitutes of 4 sub measures, i.e.:

1. Protection shore belts of surface water bodies in meadows and arable land and prevention of soil erosion;

2. Landscape Stewardship Scheme;

3. Organic Farming Scheme;

4. Rare Breeds Scheme.

In 2006 in total 1 335 applications have been received. More than half of the applicants, i.e. 77 pct. received for support under Organic farming scheme.

In 2004-2006 the amount of organic farms organic farming area increased - in 2006 the area of 2340 organic farms constitutes of 102 thou ha, compare with 2003 increased 4,4 times. The reason of this phenomenon was high compensatory payments. The average size of organic farm increased too 108 till 41 ha in 2006 (3,3 times compare 2003). The mainstream branch of organic farming was crop production In Lithuania there were 4,8 SG for one farm in average.

Though the speed of rising of organic farming area was highest in EU, the growing of the amount of organic production wasn’t so impressive because the lack of marketing measures enlarging the demand of organic products.

In 2004 – 2006 there were allocated 55.614,85 EUR mill, 3929 applications have been provided, required amount of funds in applications, thout. EUR - 41.542,59. Only 14 farmers have submitted applications to participate in Protection shore belts of surface water bodies in meadows and arable land and prevention of soil erosion. The area of protection shore belts in meadows is 0,42 ha, in arable land – 0,06 ha. 16,6 pct of all beneficiaries submitted applications participated in Landscape Stewardship Scheme and in 2006 the amount of them increased 3,5 times. This scheme implemented in 559 ha area of UAA. There were improved the conditions of 78 ha of wetlands and 481 ha of meadows. Preservation of perennial meadows reduced soil erosion, the trimming of wetlands improved rural landscape.

521 applications were submitted under Rare Breeds Scheme for preservation of 539 animals and birds.

Evaluation of the of these measures made clear, that there was a need to encourage the extensive grazing practices in order to maintain open landscape habitats in order to protect Natura 2000 territories.. A lot of these are threatened by overgrowth changing the natural characteristics of the habitats. Some Natura 2000 territories and High nature values areas (most of them though are within Natura 2000 network) are, however, in the areas favorable for farming where farmers are eager to intensify their production. Here actions are needed to ensure that the farming is on the level compatible with environmental requirements to secure the existing natural values. Another issue concerned the implementation of the Nitrate Directive and the Water Framework Directive where agriculture is considered as one of the key diffused water pollution sources and result into insufficient water quality both in open water bodies as well as dug well which are used a lot for drinking water in rural areas.

This situation was be targeted through the framework of axis II of Rural Development Programme for the period 2007 – 2013 (approved by the Decision of the European Commission No. C(2007)5076 on October 19th, 2007) by implementing Agri-environment payments measures, the less favorable area measure and the Natura 2000 measures as well as measures for improving the landscape’s and water quality.
The Objective of AXIS II - Improving the environment and the countryside is to improve environment and landscape to stop decline of biodiversity through rational use of land resources and promotion of sustainable development of agriculture and forestry.

Its priorities/specific objectives are environmentally friendly farming practices; mitigation of climate change; and preservation of biodiversity and development of high nature value and traditional agrarian areas.

The first priority (Environmentally friendly farming practices) is aimed at overcoming intensification of agricultural activities within areas rich in natural and landscape values.

Therefore an Organic Farming Scheme of agro-environmental measure favoring the environment and landscape is being implemented. The support under this scheme is provided for implementation of additional actions going beyond the set environmental requirements, that favor rural landscape, contribute to water quality and ensure decreased leakage of nutrients from agriculture into water bodies, encourage rising of local rare breeds for agro-biodiversity purposes, improve soil quality and conditions.

Due to the fact that soil erosion and acidity also possess serious problems both to the environment as well as farming conditions, it is foreseen to implement adequate agrienvironmental schemes eliminating these problems to the extent possible. Moreover, the limitation on fertilizing in the implementation areas of measures will also reduce water pollution with nutrients occurring as a result of intensive farming. Support within measures aimed at prevention of soil erosion goes beyond the baseline which is set by the Good agricultural and environmental conditions. Also afforestation in areas sensitive to erosion (alongside other important environmental criteria) is given priority. In addition, no doubt promotion of organic agricultural production will have a positive impact to the environment (soil, water, biodiversity, air) and will also result into higher value agricultural production, and in return higher incomes for farmers, and it is of utmost importance today, when the demand for this produce both within local and international market is increasing. The pollution with nutrients and in this way will contribute to the achievement of water protection goals set up in the Water Framework Directive.

Under the Agri-environmental measure is 6 submeasures and in addition commitments following from the previous supporting period.

The objectives of the measure are generally to secure improvements in relation to: environmental sound agricultural practices; improving the underground water and soil; preservation and maintenance of meadows; securing breeding of local breeds; general reduction of negative impact on water bodies; production of healthy food and foodstuffs best fitted for customers requirements; improved environmental protection; conservation of biodiversity; sustainable use of natural resources; conservation of traditional countryside landscapes.

This measure is as other measures under Axis II key funding directly related to improvements on environmental conditions. The submeasures included under the measure are:

· Landscape Stewardship Scheme

· Protection shore belts of surface water bodies in meadows and arable land and prevention of soil erosion

· Rare Breeds Scheme

· Programme for improving the status of water bodies at risk

· Organic Farming Scheme

· (Commitments of Agri-environmental measures of RDP 2004-2006)

The aim of the Landscape Stewardship Scheme is to secure needed management of meadows, secure extensive farming on these areas and contribute to counteract invasion by Sosnovsky Cow Parsnip (Heracleum sosnovsky). The objective of this scheme is to maintain natural and semi-natural meadows, wetlands, preserve or, if necessary, restore extensive farming systems on meadows and in wetlands, to reduce the intensity of farming on intensively used meadows, to protect biodiversity and water bodies against pollution. The measure is important related to biodiversity conservation and implementation of EU nature protection regulation – especially the Habitats Directive. Wetlands will broadly benefit from the measure because of reduced use of nutrients, no drainage, and delayed and restricted grazing regimes. This scheme is very important for the protection of natural and semi-natural habitats that have been established over years of extensive farming on low-output meadows, as with farming practice changing, such habitats are now on a rapid decline. The scheme is also very important for the restoration of wetlands that suffer rapid deterioration of their state due to the discontinuation of extensive farming in such areas or drainage and intensive farming on adjacent territories. As agricultural landscape with insertions of natural components comprises the biggest part of the Lithuanian territory, it will help preserving the biological diversity and restoring the traditional landscape.

Insertions of natural vegetation in the contemporary agriculture are very fragmentary and the areas of melliferous plants are planted relatively seldom therefore such areas are important for a multitude of species of wild insects, feeding on pollen and nectars, including butterflies, wild bees and bumblebees. The scheme will support development of richly blooming fields or zones, which will be arranged in farms in a mosaic way, which will create appropriate conditions for wild insects and bees.

This measure comprises 8 different activities:

Activity 1 - management of natural and semi-natural meadows;

Activity 2 - management of wetlands;

Activity 3 - management of shore protective belts of water bodies in meadows;

Activity 4 - protection of water bodies against pollution and soil erosion on the arable land;

Activity 5 - stubbly field in winter season;

Activity 6 - strips or plots of melliferous plants in the arable land;

Activity 7 - management of the holding landscape elements;

Activity 8 - management of reclamation ditches.

The aim of the Protection shore belts of surface water bodies in meadows and arable land and prevention of soil erosion measure is to secure shore belt along water bodies in meadow areas and arable land to secure reduction of leaching of nutrients into the water and reduce generally soil erosion. The belts left unattained will experience overgrowth, retention of nutrients will be reduced and the biodiversity value will be reduced. Managed belt can however reduce the impact of nutrients and pesticides on the water bodies. Soil erosion will likewise be reduced. The measure supports implementation of EU regulation like Habitats, Water framework, and Birds directives. Grazing to prevent overgrowth is obligatory under the measure.
The aim of the Rare Breeds Scheme is to secure old breeds according to listing and certification of these from extinction. It supports implementation of the Convention on Biodiversity and secure raised animal welfare. The genetic resource would be severely threatened by extinction without the measure.

Local breeds of animal are identified in Programme of FAO AnGR Global Focal Point & Baltic Genofond in cooperation with FAO SEUR. The local breeds of animals and birds in danger of extinction and the number of rare-breed animals and birds registered as of February 22, 2006 are as follows:

Žemaitukai horses (Also Big Žemaitukai) – 314;

Lithuanian Weighted horses – 472;

Lithuanian Ash-Grey – 162;

White-backed cattle – 162;

Lithuanian Black and White cattle (old genotype)– 339;

Lithuanian Rufous (old genotype) – 101;

Lithuanian White pigs (old genotype) – 1490;

Lithuanian Native (Wattle) pigs – 45;

Lithuanian Native Coarse-wooled sheep – 41;

Lithuanian Blackhead sheep (old genotype)– 1849; 
Chicken geese – 355.

The information about the number of registered rare-breed animals and birds is given by State animal supervision service under Ministry of Agriculture. 

National legal acts restrict use of fertilizers and pesticides in obligatory shore protective belts.

But for the intensive agricultural activity increasing of use of pesticides and fertilizers is threat that pesticides and fertilizers will run into water bodies. In terms of area, the catchments areas of water bodies at risk due to the agriculture impact occupy nearly one-fourth of the country’s territory. To achieve good status of these water bodies, more attention has to be paid to this particular territory. Agriculture is the source of scattered pollution, one that is much more difficult to control than the pollution coming from concentrated pollution sources. The aim of the Programme for improving the status of water bodies at risk is to increase the quality of water bodies in i.e. accordance with obligations following from the Water Framework Directive. It targets the good status of water bodies that should be attained in accordance with the directive and national Lithuanian transposition. Main problem for the waters related to agricultural practices concerns leaching of phosphor and nitrogen from fertilizers. The activity supported under the measure includes conversion of arable land into meadow areas in the basins of water bodies that are at risk not to achieve good status because of negative agricultural impact. As the implementation of measure will reduce nutrients inflow to the Baltic Sea, it will contribute to the reduction of Baltic Sea eutrophication processes that is identified as the priority Baltic Sea environment problem by HELCOM. This measure will also have impact on biodiversity.

The number of organic farms has been steadily increasing - from 9 organic farms in 1993 cultivating 148 ha to 2086 farms in 2008 all together occupying almost 121 thousand ha.

Despite of recent growth, organic production remains relatively small scale and fragmented and this is hampering effective marketing. The aim of the Organic Farming Scheme is to increase and support organic farming, ensuring environmental protection and production of quality organic products. This measure provides additional payment for production with special technological restrictions in relation to fertilizers and use of pesticides, which by 2013 should be extended to 16 % of the agricultural land used. The production should be in line with technological requirements prescribed in rules for integrated farming and apiculture.

First and foremost organic farming is an important measure of agrarian environmental protection since it helps to retain and improve quality of soil, reduce water pollution and emissions to the atmosphere, secure the stability of the eco-system and biodiversity. On the other hand, this way of farming helps to cherish the old-school environment-friendly farming traditions, retain the authentic agrarian landscape.

The second priority (Mitigation of climate change) will be described in the Section 3.9.

The third priority (Preservation of biodiversity and development of high nature value and traditional agrarian areas) is set in order to ensure that appropriate farming methods and forest management practices within areas rich in biodiversity are being applied. Thus, the actions under this priority are targeted at encouraging farmers and forest owners within Natura 2000 network to apply such practices which would secure the existing values. In most cases farming and forestry systems which favor natural values are not always profitable for the farmers and forest owners because the price that the consumer pays does not include the environmental added value. Thus, the EAFRD funds are used to pay the farmer for these environmental “products” which improve the status of protected fauna and flora as well the condition of natural and semi natural habitats.

On the other hand, there are areas where economic activities are not being maintained to the required level and threaten the existing values or could be likely abandoned in the future if appropriate measures are not implemented, and therefore there is a need to implement actions encouraging people living in those areas to perform appropriate economic activities, in the meantime ensuring they are compatible with environmental values. For this purpose Natura 2000 measure, as well as support for those farming in Less Favored Areas serve.

The aim of the Support for Natura 2000 territories measure is to support management of the established Natura 2000 network in Lithuania, designated under the Habitats and Birds directives. The support concerns payments as compensation in relation to reduced production possibilities. The support can be related to both open agricultural nature types and forest habitats. On agricultural land restrictions can concern grazing pressure, use of pesticides, time of grazing or ploughing etc. For forest areas are concerns among other postponement of cutting, prevention of clear cutting or removing of weakened or dead trees. More details on support in forest habitats are given is section 3.2.

The measure gives support to the mentioned EU regulations but also the Water Framework Directives and the Convention on Biodiversity.

Throughout all Natura 2000 network there is unified requirement stemming from Law on Environmental Impact Assessment and Art. 6.3 of Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC and preventing negative interventions in the sites: “Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site's conservation objectives”.

Within Natura 2000 network currently there are almost 54,000 ha of agricultural land where restrictions on actual farming practices are set. As regards forestry, there are almost 521,000 ha of forests in which forest managements practices are restricted in order to ensure protection of species or habitats, private forests in which restrictions influence their owners actual incomes make almost 90,000 ha.

The aim of the Support for farming in LFA measure is to secure farming in less favored areas where compensation on income foregone and additional cost is needed to secure agricultural practice. The measure is helping to secure preservation of extensively used farming areas and thereby securing landscapes and biodiversity values. Provision of support in LFA areas is closely related to the cross compliance requirements, which require those participating in this scheme to maintain good agricultural and environmental conditions of the land under support, and therefore is expected to benefit the environment significantly.

The Ministry of Agriculture puts intensive efforts in preparing the documents for the administration of the European Union support for rural development for the period of 2007- 2013. One of the key points in the process is consultations with economic-social partners which interests in the matter often varies; thus it is prerequisite to seek the compromise which would be more or less acceptable for all parties involved and which would facilitate achievement of the set objectives.

The Ministry of Agriculture, while coordinating and preparing the Strategy and the Programme, follows the principle of partnership, i.e. consults social and economic partners and takes into account the proposals of the working groups. During the first public discussion that took place on 18 November 2005, social and economic partners as well as representatives from other institutions were asked to provide comments and proposals regarding the draft Strategy and the draft Programme. All remarks were discussed in the meetings of the management of the Ministry and of the working groups. It should be noted, that compromises, acceptable to the widest possible range of potential applicants were sought during the process of decision-making.

210 people participated in the first public hearing and in the second public hearing held on 12 September 2006 seventy people were present. Continuous bilateral meetings with social economic partners were organized in which problems and needs of particular sectors have been discussed. The Programme has been especially intensively coordinated with the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. As a result of the Ministry’s observations new measure Forest Environmental payments was included, according to which payments in Natura 2000 programme territories will be made both for land and forest areas. An agreement has also been reached regarding afforestation payments, provision of support for Objective II as well as support for forests’, environment and landscape improvement measures.

Also, in 2006 Ministry of Agriculture funded a study carried out by Lithuanian Ornithological Society on assessment of Žuvintas reserve and other bird habitats under agri-environment measure. The study comprised impact of main agricultural activities on protected bird species in agrarian landscape, effect of intensification of agriculture on abundance and distribution of birds, EU experiences in implementation of agri-environment programmes favorable for birds in recommendations regarding new agri-environment measures and management prescriptions for Natura 2000 territories in Lithuania.

In conclusion, Lithuanian of Agriculture is doing a lot for integration of Nature conservation and biodiversity issues into its policies, but it is not yet sufficient for efficient protection of rare animal and plant species yet. The current agri-environment measures make a good basis, but in order to take maximum effect they need to have good level of uptake.

Fishery

During the period of 2004–2006, the Lithuanian fisheries sector was supported from the Financial Instrument for Fisheries Guidance (hereinafter – the FIFG) and national budget of the Republic of Lithuania. According to the Lithuania Single Programming Document for the 2004–2006 (hereinafter – the SPD), approved by the Resolution No 935 of Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 2 August 2004 (Official Gazette No 123-4486, 2004) and European Commission decision No C(2004)2120, more than 59 million Lt (17,09 million EUR) of structural assistance was planned to be allocated to the Lithuanian fisheries sector (41.837 million Lt (12,12 million EUR) from the FIFG and 17.509 million Lt (5,07 million EUR) from the national budget of the Republic of Lithuania). Under the area of activity of the measure “Protection and development of aquatic resources, fisheries, fishing port facilities, fish processing, marketing and inland fishing” the support, among others, was provided for the projects in the following measures: Protection and development of aquatic resources, Aquaculture and inland Fishing.

Operational Programme of the Lithuanian Fisheries Sector for 2007-2013 is a document defining the measures to be financed from the European Fisheries Fund (hereinafter – EFF) and national budget during the period of 2007 – 2013 in order to solve essential problems of the Lithuanian fisheries sector by promoting development of the sector and enhancing its competitiveness, ensuring economic, environmental and social sustainability, protection and restocking of the fish resources. Operational Programme is drawn up by the authorities of Lithuanian Republic and approved by the European Commission decision.

The Operational Programme has been prepared following the provisions of Council Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006 of 27 July 2006 on the European Fisheries Fund, Commission Regulation (EC) No 498/2007 laying down detailed rules for the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006 on the European Fisheries Fund and the National Strategic Plan for the Lithuanian Fisheries Sector for 2007-2013 adopted by the Resolution No 654 of Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 19 June 2007 (Official Gazette No 76-3014, 2007) (hereinafter – National Strategic Plan). Operational Programme covers the entire territory of Republic of Lithuania, with the exception for the fourth priority axis 4 “Sustainable development of the fisheries areas” which will be implemented in the areas defined in the description of the priority axis.

The following priority directions and objectives have been set out in the Operational Programme:

Priority axis 1 “Measures for the adaptation of the fishing fleet”

Priority axis 2 “Aquaculture, inland fishing, processing and marketing of fishery and aquaculture products”

Priority axis 3 “Measures of common interest”

Priority axis 4 “Sustainable development of the fisheries areas”

Priority axis 5 “Technical assistance”.

Measures under Priority axis 1 “Measures for the adaptation of the fishing fleet” contain, among others:

· Permanent cessation of fishing activities of fishing vessels, that will help to match the fishing capacities with the existing fish resources; and

· Temporary cessation of fishing activities. Frequently, seeking to protect and ensure the restocking of fish resources, to protect the public health or in the event of a natural disaster, closures of fisheries decided by Member State or other exceptional occurrence which is not the result of resources conservation measure, the fishing activity may be ceased temporarily. In such cases, seeking to mitigate the negative social and economic consequences of temporary cessation of fishing activity, fishing enterprises will be reimbursed for their losses

According to the priority axis 2 “Aquaculture, inland fishing, processing and marketing of fishery and aquaculture products”, three following measures will be implemented:

· Aquaculture.

· Inland fishing.

· Fish processing and marketing.

Aquaculture ponds were constructed 30 - 40 or more years ago. Obsolete and inefficient technologies are used in them. Therefore, attempts will be made to modernize the aquaculture farms, to introduce progressive technologies, by using support from the EFF. Besides, efforts will be put to apply the new aquaculture production methods helping to protect and improve the environment.

The main part of the support designated for the measure „Inland fisheries“ is expected to target the establishment and modernization of inland fishing infrastructure, in addition to the compensation for fishermen in case of temporary cessation in a case when the measures for the recovery of species occurring in inland waters are provided for in a Community legal act. At current moment compensations are possible only when the national eel management plan has been adopted according Council Regulation No 1100/2007 establishing measures for the recovery of the stock of European eel.

Attempts will be made to reduce harm done by fish feeding wild birds, especially recently increasing population of cormorants, to fish resources.

Specific submeasures concerning biodiversity protection are:

· Aqua-environmental measures under the measure of Aquaculture. These are compensations for the use of aquaculture production methods helping to protect and improve the environment and to conserve nature. The beneficiaries must commit themselves for a minimum of five years to aqua – environmental requirements which go beyond the mere application of normal good aquaculture practise. This activity covers measures to promote organic aquaculture, sustainable aquaculture compatible with specific environmental constrains resulting from the designation of NATURA 2000 areas, participation in the Community’s eco - management and audit scheme, forms of aquaculture comprising protection and enhancement of the environment, natural resources, genetic diversity and management of the landscape, as it is indicated in Article 30 of Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006. Support seeking to promote sustainable aquaculture compatible with specific environmental constrains resulting from the designation of NATURA 2000 areas should be restricted to maximum of two years subsequent to the date of the decision establishing the NATURA 2000 areas and only for aquaculture units existing prior to that decision. For the promotion of aquaculture forms comprising protection and enhancement of the environment, natural resources, genetic diversity and management of the landscape and traditional features of aquaculture zones, the environmental benefits of such commitments should be demonstrated by prior assessment conducted by designated competent bodies.

· Temporary cessation of fishing activities under the measure of Inland fishing. Support for the temporary cessation in the inland waters is possible only in cases when measures for the recovery of species occurring in the inland waters are provided for in a Community legal act. In the case of temporary cessation all fishing activities have to be stopped. In regard to the compensations for the temporary cessation related to the measures for the recovery of species occurring in inland waters are provided for in a Community legal act. Currently compensations are possible only when the national eel management plan has been adopted according to the Council Regulation No 1100/2007 establishing measures for the recovery of the stock of European eel.

According to the priority axis 3, four measures will be implemented:

· Fishing ports, landing sites and shelters

· Collective actions.

· Measures intended to protect and develop aquatic fauna and flora.

· Pilot projects.

Seeking to restock the resources of salmon and other valuable fish species in the Lithuanian inland waters, investments into the rehabilitation of inland waters, including spawning grounds and migration routes for these fish species will be supported.

Presently there is no complex system of applied scientific research that would cover all parts of Lithuanian fisheries structure. In order to enhance successful development of the fisheries sector, viability of the economic subjects and ensure competitiveness, as well as to promote progress in the protection and rational exploitation of fish resources, applied scientific research must be directly promoted, as well as cooperation between scientists and operators of the fisheries sector must be induced.

Forestry

Forest agri-environmental payments measure implements the Forestry Strategy of the European Union (1999/C 56/01) an the EU Forest Action Plan adopted on 15 June 2006 where it is intended to promote schemes for forest owners to engage in voluntary environmental commitments and to promote enhancing of ecological value of forests.

Preservation of the biodiversity in the Lithuanian forests is one of the aims stated in the Lithuanian Forestry and its Implementation Strategy approved on 17 September 2002 by Order No 484 of the Minister of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania.

This measure is intended to make a better contribution to preservation of more natural forest environment, raising of awareness among forest owners by providing financial support for forest owners’ initiatives to take environmental commitments not stipulated in the legal acts.

Private forest owners are able to engage in forestry activity that is more acceptable from the environmental point of view, that will contribute to preservation the woodland key habitats and raising environmental awareness of forest owners at the same time, and also maintaining high quality biodiversity in forest habitats. This measure creates conditions for development of more environmentally-friendly forestry activities and at the same time preservation of especially valuable WKH in private mature forests. Its objectives are to preserve WKH in private forests and to encourage the scale of non-clear forest cutting systems in private forests.

Forest environment payments are allocated for each hectare of private forests to owners who voluntarily take a commitment not to carry final forests cutting in WKH identified within their areas or carry out non-clear cutting in any other forests instead of clear cutting allowed by the legal acts. Due to such obligations forest owners lose income that is to be compensated.

In Natura 2000 areas, sustainable forest management is being supported through Support for Natura 2000 territories measure, which was developed support management of the established Natura 2000 network in Lithuania, designated under the Habitats and Birds directives. For it to be successfully applied in forests as well, it is intended to support private forest owners to help them tackle the issues that arise in the process of compliance with the Natura 2000 requirements in forests. Forest use restrictions imposed on Natura 2000 territories improve the conservation status of rare and endangered animals and plants, natural and semi-natural habitats, however tend to reduce the income of forest owners or demand higher operating costs.
Although these RDP measures are very positive, the challenge is the implementation and financing of sustainable forest management countrywide. To guide the overall implementation of sustainable forest management, national forest programmes/policies are important tools and co-operation with other stakeholders that have relevant information and experiences, including environmental NGOs, and exchange of experiences hereon would be of high value. Hence, national forest programmes could cover the many aspects of sustainable forest management including, among others, human resource development, biodiversity, criteria and indicators, environmental friendly practices, information systems, financing strategies and afforestation and land-use policies.

However, to promote implementation of sustainable forest management and efficiency in private forestry, there is also a need to have sufficient organizational structures and a well-functioning network of owners. The exchange of information, i.e. through extension services, is of importance and highly relevant for co-operation and lessons learned. In addition, monitoring and exchange of experiences with criteria and indicators should follow the implementation of sustainable forest management.
� Lithuania (2009). Fourth National Report, Ministry of Environment, Vilnius, 2009, 108 pp.
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