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 on case study: Fiji Locally Managed Marine Areas Network (FLMMA) – a locally formed NGO with members from NGOs, academic institutions, government agencies, local communities and the private sector

Fiji Locally Managed Marine Area Network (FLMMA) was formed in 2000 with the goal to create a network of locally managed areas across Fiji’s four hundred and ten (410) traditional fishing grounds or qoliqoli. This was set up to support the Fiji government’s commitment in Mauritius in 2005. Fiji had committed to set up 30% of marine areas as a network of ecologically representative and effectively managed marine areas within the qoliqolis.

The community-based marine conservation network project taking place in Fiji since 1990s was so successful at integrating stakeholders into the management and monitoring of their resources that joining the Network helped the spread of LMMA approach throughout Fiji.

The Fiji LMMA is the first country-level network to operate independently of the overall Network. FLMMA for its significant contribution to locally managed marine activities received the prestigious 2002 Equator Initiative Award from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) out of more than 420 nominations and 27 finalists.

FLMMA has shown strong and successful networking between academic institution like the University of the South Pacific (Institute of Applied Science) and FIT, government departments such as Fisheries, Tourism, Forestry, Department of Environment, NGOs such as WWF, CI, WCS, Seaweb, Laje Rotuma, MES and Resort Support and resource owners based in the communities and the private sector. FLMMA has been involved in activities such as training, best practice workshops, research, site profiling, consultations and so forth. The network has tapped into both academic knowledge and skills as well as the traditional knowledge and practices held by people living in villages.

Success stories and data from the communities have been very encouraging and FLMMA has done so much not only in the conservation of Fiji’s resources but also in empowering the local communities wherever they have participated.Table 3.0 shows species that have been declared as ‘protected species’. This valuable data has been a major achievement of FLMMA.

BUSINESS/PRIVATE ORGANISATION

· Clean Up Fiji: Its main activity is to is annual ‘Clean Up Day’

· Fiji Times (News Limited): setting up of ‘One degree’

· Climate change initiative nation-wide. Using the daily newspaper

· Fiji Water Foundation: Use of Sustainable Growth

· Initiative intended to make Fiji Water products ‘carbon negative’

· VODAFONE ATH Fiji Foundation: partners with credible NGOs to fund projects that will benefit communities in Fiji.
� Fiji (2010). Fiji’s Fourth National Report to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity, Department of Environment, 5/31/2010, 127 pp.





