Guyana (gy)

Guyana
 (2010) provided a Case Study: UIwokrama Canopy Walkway -Benefit-Sharing.

The Iwokrama Canopy Walkway is located in the Iwokrama Forest with a total of 154 metres long suspension bridges and viewing decks of up to 30 metres in height. The walkway gives visitors a unique view of the forest canopy and its wildlife. 

The forest around the walkway contains some important flora and fauna. Among these are the Jaguar (Pantera onca), the Bullet Wood tree, Greenheart and the Waramadan tree. 

The management of the Iwokrama Canopy Walkway is a unique benefit-sharing example of a forest-based business partnership. Community and Tourism Services Inc (CATS) manages the operations on behalf of Iwokrama International Centre. CATS is an equal partnership between the Makushi community at Surama, Annai and two private sector businesses: Rock View Lodge and Wilderness Explorers. CATS demonstrates how an ecotourism venture can be financially successful with tangible benefits and ownership for indigenous communities. The Canopy Walkway was opened in 2003. 

To provide a viable business model for sustainable use of the rainforest in partnership with indigenous communities and private sector. The company will operate in the spirit of good company governance, exercise fairness in business, provide benefits to the indigenous communities we work with and exhibit care and concern for the environment in which we operate.
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