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Case-study: Supporting business for biodiversity

Biodiversity business opportunities exist across a range of sectors from specific agricultural practices, to ecotourism or sustainable forestry. Companies that make use of natural resources are mostly micro, small and medium-sized enterprises. Markets can work for biodiversity and sustainable use of resources and, if properly managed by public policy, remain a good mechanism for managing scarce resources and improving livelihoods. The challenge of long-term biodiversity conservation is one that would benefit from the active involvement of the business and banking community.

The ‘Biodiversity Technical Assistance Units’ pilot project aims to create instruments in selected countries – Hungary, Bulgaria and Poland – that apply a public-private partnership approach in exploring business opportunities for safeguarding biodiversity. These instruments - ‘Biodiversity Technical Assistance Units’ - aim to achieve followings:

· to facilitate the creation of a new pro-biodiversity investment market for the business and banking sector;

· to deliver a pipeline of bankable projects for future investment loans for the benefit of biodiversity.

The Units create and apply a public-private partnership approach to exploring business opportunities for safeguarding biodiversity by linking commercial loan funding with public subsidies to produce long-term, site and region-specific economic and nature benefits. The project began in January 2007 and runs for three years. The project explores the specific links between small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs), social and economic development in rural areas, and the protection of biodiversity. It highlights the opportunities and constraints faced by SMEs in managing biodiversity in a sustainable way, while achieving commercial viability. The project focuses on those areas of nature that have been recognised as high value and that are included in the Natura 2000 network, these include the large majority of Important Bird Areas as defined under the EU Habitats and Birds Directives.
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