New Zealand
New Zealand
 planned to encourage and support initiatives to protect and maintain habitats and ecosystems important for indigenous biodiversity on private land using a mixture of mechanisms, recognising the rights, responsibilities and interests of landowners and society, including information, education, voluntary mechanisms, economic incentives, property rights and regulation. Key players: MfE*, DoC, LGNZ, LAs, landowners, iwi/hapu
New Zealand
 reported that the private sector and community groups contribute significant in-kind support – labor, materials, land, etc. – which are critical to implementation. Community programmes have expanded significantly over the period.
New Zealand
 (2010) reported on conservation on private land.
The Biodiversity Advice and Condition Funds were established in 2000, under the Biodiversity Strategy, to assist with protection and enhancement of biodiversity on private land. Since inception, the funds have:

· Allocated over $21 million (annual allocation is currently $3.4 million) to almost 1000 projects

· Helped to leverage other contributions, both cash-in-hand and voluntary labour of $21 million, giving $1 :$ 1 ratio for Fund investment to other contributions

· Directly benefitted over 25,000 private landowners
· Supported the establishment of 475 kilometres of fencing

· Helped to protect around 378,000 hectares of private land (New Zealand land area is 27 million hectares, one-third of which has some sort of reserve protection status)

Since the Government introduced the four Priority areas, the Funds have approved 194 projects; 72 of these met one of the four Priorities, while 88 met two or more of the Priorities. Six projects met all four Priorities.

The Nature Heritage Fund

The Nature Heritage Fund was established in 1990 to help achieve the objectives of the Indigenous Forest Policy. The purpose of the Fund is to protect indigenous ecosystems that represent the full range of natural diversity originally present in the New Zealand landscape, by providing incentives for voluntary conservation. Since 2000, the Fund has received 286 individual applications and approved funding for 127 of these, permanently protecting over 167,631 hectares of indigenous ecosystems through direct purchase, or covenanting at a cost of $106.66 million. All of the areas purchased and covenanted have been stock-proofed with fences.

Since the Government introduced its national priorities for the protection of biodiversity on private land, eight properties purchased from the biodiversity package money have met national priorities, three of which met at least one priority, four met two of the priorities, and two met all four priorities. Other approved purchases are still under negotiation.
Additional mechanisms such as the Ngã Whenua Rahui Fund and the Queen Elizabeth II National Trust have also provided extensive protection for biodiversity on private lands via covenants and kawanata (Ngã Whenua Rähui covenants).

Nga Whenua Rahui Fund

Significant gains have also been made through the voluntary covenanting of Mäori-owned lands through the Nga Whenua Rahui Fund. The programme has been so successful that there is now a waiting list of applicants. To date, approximately 250,000 hectares of land has been protected using these mechanisms.

Marine protection

There are 33 marine reserves establishedin New Zealand’s territorial waters. The Marine Protected Areas Policy (MPA Policy) provides a mechanism to achieve further protection within the marine environment. There are two fora operating, covering 2 of the 14 biogeographic regions in the territorial sea, which are working towards proposals to establish MPAs. Challenges encountered with the MPA Policy are largely around the large size of the biogeographic regions and how to incorporate a large number of iwi and stakeholders in a small forum.

In addition to MPAs, there is also a range of fisheries management tools that provide some additional area-based protection. For example:

· Widespread set net bans that protect Maui’s and Hector’s dolphins

· 30 percent of the EEZ is protected by Benthic Protected Areas,
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