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3. Private Sector Efforts  

With the aim of developing an economic organization that aims to conserve the natural environment and biodiversity, Korea launched the Korea Association of Environmentally Friendly Companies, which involved 179 companies as of December 2008. This organization established an Environment Protection Fund Management Association in each metropolitan city, and changed its name to the Environmental Protection Association in 2000, promoting and supporting environmental protection projects in each metropolitan city.      

The Association has set environmental targets for each company, such as assisting in habitat restoration projects of endangered species such as ibis, Sericinus montela, Pieridae, Horseshoe crab, and Korean rose bitterling, capturing alien species like nutria that disturb local ecosystems, creating eco parks, purifying river water, and looking after mountains in partnership with local organizations. In addition, it is coming up with a number of new initiatives to promote sustainable biodiversity for a better environment.      

Since 2008, when some local companies made an agreement with the Environmental Office on the protection and management of some islands with good topography and geological features as well as beautiful views, the Association has been undertaking conservation activities like removing marine waste and alien plants from the islands.       
Recently, when the major oil spill accident involving the Hebei Spirit occurred on the west coast of Korea in 2007, the entire country made a concerted effort to support cleanup operations, and many firms provided aid in the form of environmental technology donations, which in turn led to the early restoration of the coastal environment.
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