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7.4 The Role of the Private Sector

Through dialogue and dissemination of information, the private sector should be made aware of the fact that biodiversity conservation should be a matter of concern to them and that contributing towards achieving conservation objectives is in their long term interest. A policy framework has to be formulated to promote their participation, for example by providing incentives for investment on conservation programmes. On the subject of biotechnology, while accepting the beneficial aspects of its application, awareness should be created among the private sector of the dangers of indiscriminate use of genetically modified organisms, or living modified organisms (LMOs) which have not been adequately tested and authenticated. This should apply to organisms as well as their products such as live vaccines.

In consultation with the private sector, schemes have to be worked out for bio-prospecting combined with ex situ conservation (including the use of tissue culture and captive breeding) for indigenous bioresources having a good export market.

Enabling legislative and leasehold mechanisms should be formulated to attract private sector participation in eco-tourism, establishment of biofuel forests and multiple use wood lots, etc.

Tax concessions and other incentives should be given to obtain private sector participation in sponsoring biodiversity conservation oriented activities, such as awareness programmes, skills enhancement, mass media events and TV programmes.

Where private sector organizations are involved in collecting fauna and flora from the wild for commercial purposes, and if such an activity is allowable in the context of biodiversity conservation, regulations should be formulated to ensure that the state which is the custodian of the nation’s biodiversity is adequately compensated. A part of these funds could be channeled to NARA, the universities, the botanical and zoological gardens, etc. for research programmes on biotechnology, tissue culture, aquaculture and captive breeding.

It is necessary to establish a system whereby the relevant government organizations and the provincial authorities are empowered to charge in advance the estimated cost of ecological restoration prior to the issuing of permits for timber extraction, gemming and prawn culture.

The following actions are recommended to bring in the private sector as active partners in biodiversity conservation.

1. Develop a policy and legal framework to facilitate the active involvement of the private sector in biodiversity conservation.

2. Provide enabling mechanisms (e.g. tax rebates) for plantation companies to engage in (i) protection of river catchment areas and clusters of existing forests, (ii) establishment of plantation forests, (iii) adoption of multiple cropping, (iv) establishment of field gene banks preferably including indigenous and traditional species, (v) minimal use of toxic agro-chemicals, and (vi) setting examples to others through demonstrations and models in the use of environment friendly technologies in agriculture (e.g. the SALT technology).

3. Prepare (or amend), in consultation with national experts, regulations and guidelines for controlling and regulating (i) inward and outward flow of biological material, (ii) standards and certification of planting material, (iii) use of biotechnology in developing genetically engineered organisms, (iv) import and distribution of transgenic biological material (including viruses, bacteria and other microorganisms), (v) reformulation and distribution of agrochemicals not certified by the Department of Agriculture, and (vi) imports and exports of indigenous and threatened species.

4. Provide enabling policy and legislative mechanisms to support leasehold forestry systems.

5. Provide tenurial rights, planting material and other resources to sustain home gardens.

6. Support and make provision for awareness creation in the trade and commerce sector as well as in the construction industry, on the significance of, and measures for, biodiversity conservation (e.g. the Biodiversity Skills Enhancement Project undertaken by MfC).

� Sri Lanka (1998). Biodiversity Conservation in Sri Lanka: A Framework for Action, Approved by the Cabinet of Ministers on 27 August 1998, 135 pp.





