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The Swedish state-owned forest company Sveaskog has in the last years made a strong commitment to biodiversity protection by launching a programme with the aim that 20% of the company's land should be used for biodiversity protection, including the establishment of 36 so-called eco-parks, constituting altogether around 175 000 ha.

Several other initiatives have started from a grassroot level with co-operation in whole landscapes with the aim to achieve sustainable development and biodiversity protection, especially in rural areas.

Examples of initiatives are:

· The Eastern Slopes of Lake Vättern

· The Vilhelmina Model Forest which was established in 2004 as part of an international network of model forests with the aim to develop partnership and arenas for sustainable forestry in a landscape perspective

· The Bråbygden area with grassroot co-operation for rural development, including the management of a small-scale old agricultural landscape with wooded pastures, grazed forests and a large number of pollarded trees

· The Oak-landscape in Östergötland County were the aim is to get a living oak-landscape through multi-purpose management, primarily grazing and sustainable forestry. The method used is crosssectoral co-operation between authorities and land-owners.

Box 1. Sveaskog – a company with high ambitions

Sveaskog is owned by the Swedish state and with a holding of 15% of the country’s productive forest land (3 300 000 hectares), Sveaskog is the largest forest owner in Sweden. The vision of Sveaskog is that the company will lead the way in the development of all kind of forest values. Nature conservation and consideration are, of course, such values.

Sveaskog’s environmental policy includes using 20% of productive forest land for environmental consideration and nature conservation. According to the policy, the 20% will be accomplished in the four national forest regions below the montane forest region. The level of ambition for individual landscapes in each region, however, may vary considerably depending on the starting point and resident values. The montane forest forms a separate region in which approximately 60% of the forests are used for nature conservation.
The company uses three different strategic tools in order to implement and accomplish the policy and thereby reach their environmental objectives. The three tools operate in different scales which reinforce and complement each other.

Ecoparks

An ecopark is a large, contiguous landscape with high biological and ecological values, for which Sveaskog has high nature conservation ambitions. At least half of the productive forest land is used for nature conservation. Furthermore, ecological values always take precedence over financial values in an ecopark. Sveaskog is in the process of establishing 36 ecoparks throughout Sweden. Mean size is about 5 000 hectares with a range from 1 000 to 20 000 hectares. In total, the ecoparks make up for five% of the land holding, which corresponds to 175 000 hectares.

Forests set-aside for nature conservation

300 000 hectares of the land holdings are used for nature conservation only. In the process of selecting the forests to be a part of this, high conservation values have been guidelines. Apart from this, forests without conservation values today but with a high ecological potential to recover values in a near future were included. Factors as international responsibility for and national under representation of specific forest types as well as several landscape ecology criteria have been used in selecting forests with high ecological potential. Individual nature conservation forests are much smaller than ecoparks.

Consideration in production forests

All Sveaskog’s forest holdings are certified in accordance with FSC standards in Sweden. Nature consideration is the third strategic tool in Sveaskog’s toolbox and is in use in all forests making up the land hold. The consideration ranges from individual trees, groups of trees to minor areas of the forest that are preserved during a felling. On average, 9% of every commercial forest stand will constitute general consideration, which sums up to 250 000 hectares.

Transparency and co-operation

Environmental measures carried out and their effect on the environment are followed up and reported in a transparent way. Sveaskog is a natural partner for research and development on forestry and nature conservation issues and has developed a dialogue with environmental organisations and other stakeholders. As a part of the transparency, all the company’s ecoparks and nature conservation forests can be found on the web at www.sveaskog.se.
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