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Private Sector

The development of the private sector and corporate interests in Turkmenistan has created an increased potential for the development of partnerships, and sponsorship, for the support of the improved management of biodiversity.
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5.5. Business Involvement

In spite of the fact that many organisations and individuals in Turkmenistan are involved in the exploitation of natural resources, in practice incomes and profits are not seen as connected with the need to take measures to preserve biodiversity. In the era of the centrally planned economy the commercial consumption of mammals, snakes, fish, pasture, and medicinal raw materials was in the hands of the State and was based on scientifically developed norms and quotas. At the moment the existing operations have become obsolete and new ones taking into account decentralisation and the market economy have not yet been developed.

The areas with the most potential for involving the commercial sector in the process of biodiversity preservation are marine fisheries and hunting. A well-managed hunting concession may be a good means for biodiversity conservation, as hunted species are efficiently consumed and, moreover, such concessions create the necessary conditions to preserve other flora and fauna. The existing hunting concessions do not have enough skills and expertise to evolve into stable high-profit activities. Several companies and international hunting associations show interest in licensed hunting on the territory of Turkmenistan; however, their real conservation plans are unclear. Ungulates are the major target species of commercial hunting.

The most interesting project in the sphere of commercialisation of biodiversity conservation is a proposed fish farm for the production sturgeon. Production of young beluga, Russian, Persian and spiny sturgeon at this farm will be combined with production of caviar and fish for trade. Finance for the fish farm may be obtained from compensation paid for environmental damage by foreign oil companies. The fish farm will be an artificially preserved component of biodiversity, urgently required given the background of the decline in the status of reserves and the development of mass oil extraction in the northern Caspian. This project will be a starting point for the development of marine aquaculture on the whole Turkmen Caspian coast, where there are favourable ecological conditions and a labour force surplus.
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