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7.
KUWAIT'S INTERNATIONAL ROLE 

OBJECTIVE: Foster and support regional and international conventions and protocols relating to biodiversity conservation particularly with regard to migratory species and critical habitats.

Analysis:
The conservation and use of biological resources are global issues, which need to be addressed through international and regional co-operation. 

Regionally Kuwait is a contracting party to the 1978 Kuwait Regional Convention for Co-operation on the Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME). Kuwait actively participates with additional protocols particularly the Kuwait Action Plan (the UNEP Regional Seas Programme for the Arabian Gulf) for the protection and development of the marine environment and coastal areas. Kuwait is also a signatory to the Arab Declaration on Environment and Development, the Protocol for Regional Co-operation and various GCC Policies and General Principles for Environmental Protection. Though Kuwait’s contribution to regional initiatives has already been beneficial. at present it is not signatory to any of the global conventions for biodiversity.

Regional partnerships will be needed between Gulf countries to co-ordinate policies, share relevant experience, share resources and technology.  Kuwait needs to be more pro-active in its relations with and support of international agencies involved with biodiversity conservation particularly those which are establishing regionally based programmes such as IUCN, UNEP, FAO etc.

Trans-boundary protected areas could effectively extend Kuwait's system of protected areas along both its land and sea borders. The present de-militarised zone extending along both sides of Kuwait's border with Iraq is an effective protected area with restricted access. With political will and international support this area could be established as an international peace park of great significance where locally extinct species could be reintroduced. Though the concept is radical it is not new and should be thoroughly investigated as trans-boundary protected areas would both benefit from, and help with, restrictions on access and development and would enhance national security.  

Additional trans-boundary protected areas could be established with Saudi Arabia.

Main Constraints:
The Main constraints is that Kuwait has not ratified any of the major international arrangements relating to conservation of biodiversity namely the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar Convention), the Convention on Migratory Species (Bonn Convention), the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) or the Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage.  

Strategic response:
Kuwait will review at an early stage all international biodiversity related agreements such as the Biodiversity, Bonn (Migratory Species), Ramsar (Wetlands) and World Heritage Conventions with the intention of ratification. Kuwait will also seek observer status to CITES (SpeciesTrade). 

Where appropriate Kuwait will take an active part in regional initiatives and accords for biodiversity conservation such as the Houbara management plan.

Bilateral and multilateral aid programmes will be reviewed to ensure there are no significant impacts on Biodiversity in recipient countries. Furthermore, international scientific collaboration on biodiversity issues will be strengthened.

AGENDA FOR ACTION

Short-term (1-3 years):

1. 
The EPA to arrange a review of all international biodiversity conventions as early as possible in order to ascertain their implications for the State of Kuwait.

2. 
Following the review the EPA will advise the Government to ratify appropriate conventions namely the Biological Diversity Convention, the Bonn Convention for Conservation of Migratory Species, the Ramsar Convention for Protection of Wetlands and other relevant conventions at the earliest opportunity.

3.  
The EPA will review status of Kuwait's participation in all bilateral, multilateral agreements and arrangements relevant to biodiversity conservation.

Medium-term (3-5 years):

4. 
The EPA will evaluate Kuwait's international role with regard to funding biodiversity conservation initiatives, which serve its national interests.

2010

Kuwait Fund for Development funds projects in developing countries.
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