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The National Environmental Fund constitutes an extra-budgetary mechanism, with resources from environmental regulations, to finance environmental projects, and from 2000 to 2004 around 10 million pesos were provided to community projects of environmental nature that have direct or indirect impact on biodiversity. 

National environmental funds finance fully or partially projects or activities for environmental protection and rational use.  It is a new mechanism to promote mobilization of resources for environment and complement, not substitute, the responsibility of Ministries that direct productive activities or services with environmental problems.

The environmental funds have the following sources of revenue:

· Government’s annual appropriations

· Revenues from fees for environmental licenses and permits

· Donations from natural or legal persons

· Donations received from non-governmental organizations, associations and foundations relations to the objectives of the Fund

· Revenues from environmental taxes

· Net revenues associated with international projects

· Other revenues from environmental products or services or exploitation of natural resources

Cuba’s environmental fund support environmental protection projects and activities.  In addition, the National Science and Technology Fund finances a large number of identification projects including biodiversity. National Forestry Development Fund finances conservation projects in protected areas and forests, especially activities related to protection, soil conservation, forest management and reforestation.

Cuba’s environmental fund allocated around 10 millions pesos on environmental projects that have direct or indirect link to biodiversity.  The Fund has the following uses:

1. Environmental projects that go beyond the scope of one organization, such as inter-sectorial actions and regional or community actions

2. Projects that resolve environmental problems caused by entities or institutions that have limited financial capacities to resolve, such as schools and hospitals

3. Finances with economic entities to promote environmental actions

4. Finances of studies and services necessary to resolve environmental problems

5. Environmental promotion, dissemination and education campaign
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