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II.18. National Funds and / or International Priority Activities Dedicated to related to the mandate of the Convention on Biological Diversity

The General Law on Environment and Natural Resources (64-00) provides in Article 71 to 75, the fund to develop and fund programs and projects for the protection, conservation, research, education, restoration and sustainable use, with legal personality, independent and self-administered equity, with jurisdiction throughout the national territory. So, in compliance with this statutory mandate, in July 2009, sworn institutions and organizations that make up the National Fund for Environment and Natural Resources (MARENA Fund).

The fund will be chaired by the Minister of Environment and Natural Resources, and member organizations of the board of the fund are: Ministry of Finance, the Dominican Municipal League, Universidad Autonoma de Santo Domingo (UASD), Pontificia Universidad Catolica Madre y Maestra ( PUCMM), National Council of Private Enterprise (CONEP), Ecological Society of Cibao (SOECI), Grupo Jaragua, Sur Futuro, Ecopark, and Ministry of Economy, Planning and Development (SEEP and D). The Fund shall be divided MARENA in a fund to support environmental research, a funding community initiatives and an endowment of protected areas.

The Dominican Republic, through the Ministry for Higher Education, Science and Technology (SEESCYT), has established the National Fund for Innovation and Technological Development (FONDOCYT). This fund has been established in the Law 139-01 creates the National System of Higher Education, Science and Technology as a strategic tool to promote scientific and technological development of the country and product innovation in key productive sectors for economic development the country and the welfare of Dominican society.

Additionally, the overall policy framework in scientific research and innovation has been defined in the Strategic Plan for Science, Technology and Innovation 2008-2018 (PECYT + I), in which we have identified three main areas with their respective fields and specific guidelines: the basic sciences, research and development (R & D) and the area of technology and productive innovation. Among the research areas related to the CBD can be identified as follows: Basic sciences (biology), climate change, environment and natural resources, biotechnology and genetic resources.

Funded projects may have a duration of one (1) to four (4) years with annual funding cap of RD$ 3, 000,000.00 (three million Dominican pesos).
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