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Existing funding cannot meet current demands on the Nature Heritage Fund, Nga Whenua Rahui and QEII Trust, nor provide assistance for ongoing pest management to maintain biodiversity values in areas protected through these mechanisms.

Incentives that work

In 1990 the Government set up an independent contestable fund — the Forest Heritage Fund (now the Nature Heritage Fund) — to protect indigenous forests and associated ecosystems on private land. Another similar fund — Nga Whenua Rahui — was established for the same purpose,  but with a focus on Maori-owned land.

Now, ten years down the track, 236 740 hectares of privately owned native forests have been formally protected through acquisition, covenants, kawenata and Maori reservations; most have been fenced. Much of this land would have otherwise been logged, cleared or further browsed, with a loss of important natural habitats. Recently both funds were broadened in scope to include ecosystems other than forests, such as wetlands, dune environments and tussocklands. The new name — Nature Heritage Fund — reflects this shift (Nga Whenua Rahui retains its name). 

Nga Whenua Rahui is distinct from the Nature Heritage Fund in that it is geared towards Maori landowners retaining tino rangatiratanga (ownership and control) of their land while protecting indigenous forests and other ecosystems.

A recent example of Nga Whenua Rahui helping to secure a prize piece of New Zealand’s biodiversity jigsaw is an area near Whangaruru harbour in Northland. The 167 hectares of mixed virgin and regenerating coastal broadleaf forest feature a large freshwater wetland, a rarity on this coast. The area is home to the North Island brown kiwi and pateke (brown teal), both threatened species. As part of its active kaitiaki role, the managing Whanau Trust hopes to create and sustain a viable breeding population of pateke on the wetland. Nga Whenua Rahui has formally protected the area using a kawenata (or covenant) and has assisted with fencing and clearing pateke landing areas within the wetland.

Despite the success of Nga Whenua Rahui and the Nature Heritage Fund in securing areas, these funds do not currently cover ongoing pest control to maintain the ecosystems and habitats leaving these costs to landowners where areas are covenanted.

Action

e) Expand and modify existing national funding mechanisms (the Nature Heritage Fund, Nga Whenua Rahui and Queen Elizabeth II National Trust) to meet current demand by landowners and communities where a priority, to protect habitats and ecosystems important for indigenous biodiversity, and to maintain the condition of protected areas through fencing and pest management.

Key players: DoC*, MfE*, LAs, iwi/hapu, QEII Trust, primary production sector, landowners, NGOs, community groups

New Zealand’s domestic policy
 does not support the implementation of market-based subsidies. A number of funds have been established, however, to encourage the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.  These include:

The Nature Heritage Fund - The purpose of the fund is to protect indigenous ecosystems that represent the full range of natural diversity originally present in the New Zealand landscape by providing assistance for voluntary conservation. 

Nga Whenua Rahui - Provides funding to protect indigenous ecosystems on Maori land that represent the full range of natural diversity originally present in the landscape by providing funds to encourage voluntary conservation.

The Biodiversity Advice Fund - Focuses on providing information and advice to land managers. It funds projects which inspire landholders or groups to better protect indigenous species on their land, by way of workshops, field-days, and publications

The Biodiversity Condition Fund - Aims to improve and maintain the condition of areas of indigenous vegetation, species and habitats. The fund seeks to broaden community effort in the management of indigenous biodiversity. Suitable projects may include fencing or pest control on private land.

The Queen Elizabeth II National Trust  (QEII)– Enables landowners to protect special features on their land through its open space covenants. QEII offers: 

· Expertise in legal protection 

· Expertise in monitoring programmes 

· Field representatives working with landowners 

· An independent relationship with landowners 

· A reputation of trust, respect and partnership with landowners
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